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THE 


Aiftorical Regifter. 
NuMBER XXXVII. 


accra] L being the chief Defign of thefe Regiffers 
} to collec Materials for the Hiflory of the 
“ii whole World, the moft diftant Countries 
Whaany Ought not to efcape our Notice, when any 
CAG} material Tranfaétions happen there, which 
deferve to be tranfmitted to Pofterity: For this Reafon, 
we will infert the following Account from China, which 
arriv’d here about the Middle of the laft Year. 


CREW A 


HE Emperor of China, named Khan Hi, Sovereign 
of the Eaft and Northern Tartary, dy’d at Pekin, 
the Capital of all China, on the 20th of December, 
3721, aged 69 Years, 7 Months, and 25 Days, and in 
the 61ft Year, roth Month, and 13th Day of his Reign. 
Mis Fourth Son, above 4o Years old, has fucceeded 
dim inall his Dominions. He made a Teftament, which 
begins with thefe Words, I have receiv’d from Heaven my 
Deftiny to the Empire: An Expreflion which the Empe- 
rors of China ufe at the Head of all their Editts. After 
which he fays, that having diligently perufed the 
Chronologies of the Emperors from the Times of Hoam 
Ti to the prefent Day, during which 301 Emperors 
have liv’d and reign’d for the Space of above 4350 Years; 
he has found that fone of them had reign’d fo long as 
himfelf: Then he goes on, faying, 
The Claffick Book Xan Xu Kin, in the Chapter Hon 





Fan, fetting forth, wherein Man’s Happinefé confifts, 
A 


afferts, 


} 


Fasc 
‘ 


cn 
beak 
ee 

hence 


a3 














2 The Hiforical Regifter N° XXXVI 
aiferts, that it is rft, Ina long Life. 2dly, In Riches. 
adiy, In Health, Tranquility, and Chearfulnefs. qthly, 
in Love and Purfuit of Virtue. And sthiy, in dying 
well, after having attained to an advanced Age. To 
die well in anold Age, has been put on Purpofe at the 
End of thofe Heads of Felicity; becaufe it is a rare 
Thing to fec People compafs that Point. At this Time 
Fam 70 Years old, my Opulcncy is fo great,that I am in 
full Poffeffion of all that is encompafs’d by the four 
Seas. My Children and Grandchildren are 150 and a- 
bove in Number. My Empire enjoys a perfeét Tran- 
quility. My Happinefs is fiich, that it admits of no 
Addition; fo that my Heart is at Eafe if I fhould die. 
When I revolve in my Mind al that has happened 
from the Beginning of my Reign till now ; though I dare 
not fiy of myfelf that I am capable of changing bad 
Manners and Habits into goed ones, yet I have the Com- 
fort to fee that ny People’ abound in Wealth, and are 
withal good and dutiful. I have followed the Steps of 
the Emperors of the three Dynafties, Ys Tehan, Ouen, 
and Ou, whoare reputed Saints. During my Reign, 
évery one has followed his Calling peaceably and chear- 
fully, without Interruption. 

I have been vigilant and attentive from Morning ’till 
Night; Nobody ever faw me flothful and indolent ; on 
the contrary, I have applyed myfelf continually to the 
Affairs of my Empire. I have laboured and fpared no 
Pains for the Welfare of my People, juft as if it had 
been but the Work of one Day. What otherscall Toil- 
ing and Fatiguing, does not come up near to what I have 
undergone and fuffer’d, in order to govern well the 
Empire. The former Emperors have had but a fhort 
Reign: The Hifloriographers of the Empire tell us, 
that they have fhortned their Days by Drunkennefs and 
Lafcivioufnefs. All the Writers delight in cenfuring 
the Aftions of the Emperors; and though an Emperor 
be never fo good and accomplifhed, they will certainly 
find Fault with him in fomething or other. But to vin- 
dicate the Emperors of the preceding Reigns, I mutt 
diftinguifh and fet this Matter in a clear Light : Where- 
fore I fay, That feeing the Affairs of the Empire are 
numberlcfs, they funk under the Weight of them, and 
this has been the Caufe of their fhort Lives. The 
Great Tehu Ke Lean (Minifter to an Emperor of the Fa- 

nily of Han) uled tofay, I wafte my Strength, but when 
Jam dead, I frall have run my Race glorioufly, Let the 
Minifters 
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Minifters of the Empire but confider and follow the 
Example he fets them. If a Prince takes once a, 
him the heavy Burthen of the Empire, he ought n 
to throw it off upon others Shoulders. The Pains an d 
Labours of his Minifters cannot be compared to his : 
Minifters can accept of an Imployment, and quit it 
afterwards foon or late; when they grow old, they 
refign their Places, and retire to their Families, where 
they have the Happinefs to enjoy them{elves with thei 
Children and Grandchildren. They haye what F the 
wifh for, they live quiet and content: But it is quite 
otherwife with an Emperor, all his Life is a continued 
Series of Pain, Uneafinefs, and Labour. He has not fo 
much as a Day of Reft. And fuch a one was the Empe e- 
ror Xun, they faid of him, that he did not much trou- 
ble himfelf with the Affairs of the Government; and 
yet at the End of his Days, overwhelmed with the 
Cares of the Empire, he dyed at T/an-Gow in the P 
vince of Kouun Si, at a great Diftance from his Family. 
The Emperor You (he that drained China, when over- 
flow’d with Water) travelled for many Years up and 
down, furveyin and meafuring the Land himfelf, ’till 
at laft, being tir€d and quite {pent, he dy’d at Houes Ky 
Hien (a Town of the third Rank in the Province of Tehe 
Kian) and very remote from his Family. Thus thefe 
two Emperors fuffered for the fake of their Em- 

ire. They went every where themfelves to examine 
Phicgs upon the Spot, and would not allow themfel ves 
a Place for their Reft and Refidence. Now, Who will 
fay, That thofe Emperors had nothing to do, and lived 
an idle Life ? 

In the Clafick Book, called, Ye King, there is neither 
under the great Figure, Tun Koua, nor under the little 
Figure Lou Yav, any thing faid againft the Condyst of 
the Emperors: By which it appears, That the Empe- 
rors never had fo much asa Place for Reft, where they 
could retire from Bufinefs, and Jay afide for a Time, the 
Reins of the Government. To live always an uncafy 
and difquiet Life, to exhauft our Spirits and Forces ; 
this is what we may call the Lot of an Emperor. If 
we trace, even to the remoteft Times, all the Empe- 
yors that did lawfully fway the Scepter, there is none 
amongft them whofe Reign may be compar’d to mine. 
Neither my Grandfather ner Father had any Thoughts 
at the Beginning of making themfelves Mafters of the 
F:pire.” When their Armies were arriv’d at — their 
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Minifters advifed them to take Poffeflion of the Empire; 
but the Emperor, my Father, faid, "Tis true, the Im- 
perial Family Min (the laft of the Chinefe Emperors be- 
fore the Revolution) and my Kingdom, have never 
been in Peace together, and nowI have the faireft Op- 
portunity to make myfelf Mafter of the Empire ; but 
then he confidered, that T/on Tchin being the right and 
lawful Sovereign of the Empire of China, it does not be- 
come me to take it from him. Some Time after, the 
arrant Brigand Ly T/eu T/chin battered and beat down the 
Walls of Pekin; then the Emperor T/on Tchin (the laft 
of the Imperial Family of Min) hanged himfelf ; Upon 
which the Mandarins and the People ftrove who fhould 
come firft to invite my Father to come into China, to 
crufh the notorious Brigand Ly T/eu Tchin. He entered 
and-taok upon himfelf the Empire in 1644. He en- 
quired into the Ceremonies obferved at the Funerals of 
the Emperors, according to which the Emperor T/fon 
Tchin was by his Order interred. Formerly Han Kaa 
Tfou, Founder of the Imperial Family of Han, was but 
a Prefet of Sew Tehan (a City of the Province of Nan- 
kin.) Min Tay Hou, the Founder of the late Imperial 
Family Min, was but the Head of the Commonalty 





Hoan Kio Seu (in the Province of Nankin.) General - 


Hang Yu raifed Armies, and contended for the Empire 
with the Family Han; however, the Empire remained 
in the Family Han, At the latter End of the Yuen’s 
Reign (Weftern Tartars) General Tchin Uou Lean, and 
other Captains, raifed prodigious Armies: Neverthelefs 
the Family Min maintained the Empire, and drove out 
the Weftern Tartars, My Family, (which now poffeffes 
the Empire of China) is defcended from the Kings of 
the Eaftern Tartars. They have obtain’d the Empire, 
by obeying the Order of Heaven, and complying with 
the Defire of the People. Thus, when the Mandarins 
and the People were expos’d to Diforders and Robbe- 
ties, he that fyppreffed the fame, by killing or driving 
out thafe Brigands, is become the right Emperor. Eve. 
ry Emperor is certainly pointed out by Heaven. If he 
is to reigna long Time, "tis not in the Power of Man to. 
fhorten his Reign. If he is to reign in Peace, in vain 
Men ftrive to hinder it. 

From my very Youth I have applyed myfelf to the 
Study of the antient and modern Doétrine, andI have 
a pretty good Tin&ture of both. When I was young, 
and inthe Height of Vigour and Strength, I could _. 
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a Bow of 150 Pound Weight, and fhoot off an Arrow 
thirteen Palms long: How to lead Armies, and give 
Battles ; thefe are Things I underftand perfettly well: 
Tho’ I am a great Warriour, yet I never took any Man’s 
Life away unjuftly. 

N. B. The Chinefe and Europeans, who pretend to know 
what paffed at that Court, affure us, that this Emperor has 
put to Death feveral Per fons of great Merit uponbare Suf- 
pisions and the French fefuits cannot forbear their Sighs, 
when they reflect upon the Death of the great Prince Sofan, 
their Protettor, whom the Emperor put to Death whilft in 
Prifon, as likewife all his Sons and Grand fons, not {paring 
even the fucking Babes at their Mothers Breaft. 





T have put to Death the three Kings of Funnun, Kouan- 
tong, and Tou-Kien; I freed the Empire from the Family 
Mope; all which lowe to my own Prudence and good 
Fortune. As to the Imperial Treafure, Inever did em- 
ploy it to other Ufes, than to maintain the Armies in 
Time of War, and to fupply the Wants of my People in 
Time of Famine. I durit not divert-it to any ufélefs 
Expence, knowing that all that Treafure is the Product 
of the Sweat and Blood of my People. All the Palaces 
I make Ufe of in my Progreffes, are but indifferently 
adorned and furnifhed. The Expences for each of thofe 
Places do not exceed 10, or 20000 Taels; whereas above 
three Million of Taels are fpent every Year for making 
and keeping in Repair the Dykes of the Rivers: Se 
that the Expences for my Palaces do not amount to the 
hundredth Part of what is laid out for the faid Dykes. 
Formerly the Emperor Lean-Ou-Ti got the Empire by 
his Heroick Aétions: Afterwards in the 80th Year of 
his Age, his Minifter, called Heow King, found Means 
to clap him up and to ftarve him to Death in Prifon. 
The Emperor Toui Quenti came likewife to the Empire 
by Chance, but could not forefee the Wickednefs of his 
Son Yan-ti, who made him die miferably. Neither the 
one nor the ether of thefe Emperors did timely enough 
— themfelves againft the Wickednefs of thofe Mon- 

ers, 


N. B. The Emperor Kan Hy, by mentioning the tragical 
Deathof thofe Emperors, feems to givea Hint of the Den. 
gers he has efcaped by his Prudence. 
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My Children and Grandchildren are to the Number 
of a hundred and upwards. My Age is Threefcore and 
Ten; yet as old as I am, there is not one of all the 
Kings, Great Minifters, Mandarins, Soldiers, and Peo- 
ple, even to the Tartars Mon Kou, Gc. but loves me 
to a Degree. Tho’ Iam ina very advanced Age, Iam 
perfeStly eafy, while I fee that the Children and Grand- 
children of the two Kings Ly TjinVan, and Jao Yu Van, 
my Uncles, are all ftill living, and in Peace: As for you, 
may other Kindred, if ye can live together like Brethren, 
I die with Pleafure. Yor Tfin Van, my fourth Son, furna- 
med, In Tchin, is a Man of great Abilities, and the very 
Pigture of Me. Certainly he is capable of governing 
the whole Empire well, and I order him after my Death, 
to take Poffefion of my Throne conformably to the 
Ceremonial of the Empire. 

Let there be Mourning for twenty-feven Days, after 
that let .it be laid afide. Let Proclamation be made 
of it at Court, and in the Provinces, that all the Em- 
pire may know it.. 

Done in the 61 ft Year of the Reign of the Emperor Kan 
Hi, and the 17th Day of the 11th Moon. 





Remarks on this Reign. 


T Here have been a great many Revolts in the Reign 
of this Emperor. Infinite Numbers of the Chinefe 
cannot away with the Tartarian Government, but ab- 
hor it, efpecially the Men of Learning, to whom this 
Emperor and his Father were obliged for the Marks of 
their Dignity, and whom they, notwithftanding, almoft 
totally excluded from Offices and Governments, in or- 
der to give the fame to the Tartars, or elfe to the Chi- 
nefe, who were content to be Slaves to the Tartars. Thofe 
Men of Learning heartily long to fee a Grandfon of one 
of the late Chinese Emperors reftor’d to the Thrane of 
his Anceftors, in Hopes ef filling all the Offices and Go- 
vernments of the Empire, as they did heretofore. All 
they think of is, how to expel the Tartars. The Life 
of the Emperor Khan Hy was attempted feveral Times, 
and particularly by his two eldeft Sons. His own good 
Fortune happily drew him oyt of all thofe Snares. He 
fuppreffed all Rebellions, by caufing the Heads there- 
of to be put to Death, and committed his two eldeft Sons 
to Prifon, where they are ftill very. clofely confin’d, if 
they are not dead; for it has been reported, that they 

were 
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were put to Death on the very Day that their Father 
dy’d. Weare affured alfo, that the new Emperor has 
made himfelf Mafter of his Ninth Brother’s Perfon, and 
all his Eftate: Except that, all if Peace at Court, and& 
in the Provinces. The famous Tchac Tchan, Great Cup- 
bearer to the décéafed Emperor, lies in Prifon, loaded 
with a Cangqtie, ot Chain, weighing a hundred and odd 
Pounds, andis in Danger of lofing his Life. He was 
the main Inftrument of all the Misfortunes fuffered by 





_ Meffieurs de Tournon, Mezzabarba, and Conon, and a great 


Number of the Miffionaries. Moft of the Prifoners in- 
deed have been fet at Liberty: But Meflieurs Pedrini, 
Appiani and Guige are ftillin Prifon as heretofore. The 
new Emperor will no longer fuffer his Brethren to have 
Mandarins in the Provinces of their Slaves, and to make 
them amends, he has granted them double the Revenue 
which was given them by his Father. He has caufed 
ten Quintals of Rice to be diftributed to every Tartar 
Soldier ef the Garrifon of Pekin,and has made feveral 
Reforms at Court for faving needlefs Expences. This 
Emperor is reputed to have great Skillin the Learning 
of the Chine/e, estan compofed feveral Tragedies, which 
are very taking. 


To the above Account of the deceafed Emperor of 
China, it may not be amifs to add the Charaéter given 
of him by Dionyfius Kao, a Native of China, and by Le 
Comte, one of the late French King’s Miffionaries, who ar- 
rived there in 1687. 


E_ was but eight Years old when his Father dyed, 
imitates him in his Love of the Arts and Scien- 

ces, and granted Liberty to the Chriftians in 1692, after 
they had been feverely perfecuted by the four Regents 
in his Minority. His Father pereeiving his excellent 
Endowments, preferr’d him before all his elder Bro- 
thers. In the Beginning of his Reign, when feveral 
dangerous Rebellions were rais’d againft him, he found 
Means to divide the Rebel Princes, and make them pul 
down one another ; and after their Death, he either al- 
lured their Sons to Court, or fubdued fuch as were 
ftubborn, by which he fettled the Empire in Peace. 
He preferred thofe of Learning and moft Merit to the 
beft Pofts, punifh’d the Guilty, was a Lover of Induftry 
and AGion, and employ’d his vacant Hours in hunting, 
@fhing, or the Study, of the Sciences, in which ~ Je- 
its 
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fuits were his daily Tutors. He brought up his Chil- 
dren in the fame Study, who gave early Hopes that they 
might be induc’d in Time to embrace Chriftianity, be- 
caufe of theirgreat Efteem for the Jefuits ; and Le Comte 
reports of the Father, that he declared his Belief of a 
God ; that all the Religions of his Empire were vain ; 
that Idols were nothing ; and that he forefaw Chrifti- 
anity would one Day be built upon their Ruins. 
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AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS. 


S Everal of the preceding Regiffers having been moft- 
ly taken up with domeftick Occurrences, we were 
obliged to omit fome foreign TranfaStions, which de- 
ferve a Place in this Colle&tion: Among which may juft- 
ly be reckon’d the fetting up of an India Company in 
this Country, wherein the Commerce of Great Britain 
is fo nearly concerned, that the Legiflature has thought 
fit to pafs an A&t to prevent his Majefty’s Subje&ts from 
fubfcribing or being concerned in encouraging or pro- 
moting any Subfcription for the faid Company ; which 
was eftablifhed by Virtue of the Emperor’s Letters Pa- 
tent, which are'to the following Purpofe : 


Extratt of the Letters Patent granted by his Imperial and 
Catholick Majefty;. for eftablifhing.a.General Company in 
the Auftrian Netherlands, for Trade and Navigationte 
the Indies. 


C HARLES, by the Grace of God, Emperor of the 
: Romans, always Auguft, &c. To all to whom thefe 
Prefents fhall come, Greeting. Being equally careful 
to procure the Advantages of our People, and to contri¢ 
‘bute to the Prefervation of. our Dominions, namely, 
thofe of the Netherlands, and refle&ting on the Difficul- 
ty of attaining thofe two important Ends, without the 
Re-eftablifhment of Commerce and Navigation. Con- 
“fidering moreever, that the fid Commerce cannot be 
well eftablith’d and folidly f{upported by private Per- 
‘fons, we have for thofe Reafons, of our own Knowledge, 
full. Power and Authority, belonging to Us by our Right 
and Sovereignty, by that ef Nature and Nations, and 
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having Regard to the moft humble Supplications of our 
Subjeéts of the Netherlands, given and granted, and by 
thefe Prefents de give and grant for usand our Succef- 
fors, for the Term of 30 Years, Permiffionto our faid 
Subjeéts of the Netherlands to form a Company by the 
Name and Title of, The Imperial and Royal Company eft: 
blifhed in our Auftrian Netherlands, under the Proteétion 
of St. Charles, and under the following Articles, viz. 

I. That the faid Company fhall have Liberty to navi- 
gate and trade to the Eaft and Weft-Indies, and on the 
Coafts of Africa, as well on this Side, as beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope, obferving the Cuftoms allowed by 
the Law of Nations, for the Term of thirty Years, to 
be computed from the Date of this Grant. 

II. We ftrigtly forbid all others our Subjeéts of thofe 
Countries to carry on the faid Navigation or Commeree, 
on Penalty of Confifcation of the Veffels, Merchandize, 
&c. tothe Ufe of the faid Company, &. 

III, We revoke and annul ajl Pafsports heretofore 
given, to navigate to the Indies : But the Weffels alrea- 
dy gone out of our Ports, may return in with all 
Safety. 

IV. We forbid all our Subjeéts to concern themfel ves 
in the faid Commerce in Ships belonging to our Subs 
je&ts or Foreigners, under the like Penalties, as in the 
fecond Article, &c. but our Intention is not hereby to 
hinder the Traffick which our Subjeéts have accuftomed 
to make in foreign Fleets for Sale of their Manufaétures 
and Merchandize in Countries fituate out of Europe, 
&3c. to which the Commerce of the Company does not 
extend, &c. 

V. We permit the Company to carry our Imperial 

and Royal Flag on their Veffels, and grant them an 
Efcutcheon of Arms for making a Seal, to be ufed for 
fealing all their Centraé&ts, Commiffions, Gc. and they 
may caft Cannons with our Arms and their own under- 
neath; and may place them likewife on their Veffels, 
the Gates of their Magazines, Fortrefles, Gc. 
_ VIL All our Subjetts, as well Bodies Politick as o- 
ther, may have Shares in this Company, by Subfcrip- 
tion, Purchafe of Actions, 4c. without derogating from 
their Nobility, Gc. 

VIE. Guardians may fubfcribe for their Minors, for 
any Sum notexceeding half their Money, or other per- 
fonal Eftate ; but thall = charge their real Eftate ; with- 
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out Leave firft had of the Judges competent, according 
to the Laws of the Company. 

VII. Alfo Foreigners, Subje&ts of any Prince or Po- 
tentate, may enter into the faid Company, either by 
Subfcription, or Purehafe of A&tions: Neverthelefs, in 
Token of our Paternal Love, we grant to our Subjetts 
the Space ot one Month, to be computed from the O- 
pening of the Books, during which, they only, exclu- 
five ot all Foreigners, thall be allowed to fubfcribe: Af- 
ter the Expiration of which, Subfcriptions fhall be free 
to all Perfons without Diftinétion. 

IX. All Perfons, who fhall hereafter obtain of us 
Letters of Denization, and fix their Abodes in the 
Countries of our Obedience, as well as fuch as are al- 
ready fettled there before the Date of this Grant, fhall 
be reputed our Subje&ts, and be entitled to all the 
Privileges granted to the Natives of our Dominions, in 
Regard to this Company. 

X. We moreover declare, That the A&tions which 
fhall belong to Foreigners in the faid Company, fhall be 
exempt from the Prerogative of Efcheat, and not liable to 
Seizure on our Account, nor confifcable to our Ufe for 
any publick Caufe or Confideration of State, tho’ we 
jhould be in War with the Princes and Potentates of 
whom fuch Foreigners are Subjeéts; exempting them 
aify in their Perfons and Eftates from all Attachment 
on Account of Reprifals either by Sea or Land, &c. 

XI. We renounce our Right of feizing the Effe&ts of 
our Debtors, who fhall become Sharers in the faid Com- 
pny, even tho’ the Preference of Seizure belong’d of 
Right to us, before our Debtors were concern’d in the 
Company. 

XII. We declare, that neither the Effects of the Com- 
pany, nor the Shares of Perfons concern’d therein, fhall 
be liable to Attachment by their Creditors; unlefs 
they fhall have obtain’d a judicial Sentence to the con- 
trary 3 or that a Judge Competent’ fhall have granted 
Leave to feize the fame ; which we forbid to do with- 
out very important Reafons for granting it. 

XII. The Company fhall have Preference before all 
other Creditors, on the Aétions and Effe&ts which the 
Parties concern’d fhall have in the Company, for Reco- 
very of the Debts due to them; which Preference ne- 
vert helefs, fhall not take Place in Regard of Debts that 
fhall be conitituted by the Sharers after they hecome = 

cern’ 
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cern’d in theFund of the Company, nor hinder them from 
difpofing of their Actions, except as in the 32d Article. 
XIV. Moreover, the Salaries of the interior Otlicers 
and others employed in the Company, whether by Sea 
or Land, fhall be exempted from Attachment, if the 
faid Salaries amount to a Crown a Day, and uniefs it be 
for Debts contrafted after they entred into the Comp:- 
fiy’s Service, that is to fay, tor Meat, Cloaths, Houte- 
hire, or Chamber-Rent. 
. XV. The Direétors fhall be exempt from Arreft of 
their Perfons or Eitates, or Order to compel them to 
give an Account of their Adminiftrations in the Com- 
pany, or for Payment of the Wages of thofe employ’d 
by the Company, either by Sea or Land: But fuch as 





fhall think they have any juft Pretenfions on that Ac- 


count, are at Liberty to take their Remedy at Law. 

XVI. The Direftors and others employ’d in Jour- 
neys by the Company, fhall not be liable to Arrefis of 
their Perfons for any Civil Matter whatever, cither 
going or coming ; and the Infringers of this Article fhall 
be anfwerable for ali Cofts and Damages. 

XVIT. We permit the Direétors to caufe to be arreft- 
ed by the Provofts and other Officers of the Company, 
the Soldiers and Marines engag’d in the Compuany’s 
Service, who before the Expiration of their Term, thall 
defert or withdraw themfelves without Leave of their 
Officers ; but the faid Provofts, &c. fhall forthwith vive 
Notice of fuch Arreft to the Civil Magiftrate of the 
Place, whom we command to confirm the fame without 
any Fee or Reward. 

XVIII. The Company may employ in Voyages to 
the Indies, other Veffels than their own; and the 
Crews of fuch hired Veffels fhali be fubjeét to their 
Orders, &c. 

XIX. The Fund of the Company hall be fix Milli- 
ons of Florins, which fhall be'‘divided into 6000 A- 
a or Shares, each Aétion being fix*d at i000 Florins, 


Ce 

XX. The AStions fhall not be alienated ’till after 
the Subfcription Books areclofed, and all Perfons con- 
cerned in the Company, whether by Subfcription or 
otherwife, fhall he deemed the real Proprietors, *till 
fuch Time as it fhall appear under their Hands in the 
Transfer-Book, or under the Hands of Perfons lawfully 
deputed by them, that they have fold or conveved 
then te cthess, in which Cafe fuch Transferrers thall 
weeaTe 4 Ba become 
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become the Proprietors of the Shares by them bought,, 
&c. and may transfer or affign the fame ; and fo toties 
uoties. 

. XXI. The Subfcriptions thall be made in the City of 

Antwerp, in the Hands of the Dire&tors, who fhall be 

there to receive them, or depute at leat four of their 
Number for that Purpofe. 

XXII. The Subfcribers fhall write in their Bills, in 
Words at Length, the Number of Aétions they fub- 
Scribe for, their Names, Surnames, Places of Abode, 
and the Date. 

XXIII. Thofe who would acquire Shares in the Com- 

ny by way of Subfcription, fhall pay down at the 
Time of fubfcribing, the Fourth Part of each A&tion, 
the fecond Fourth in three Months after clofing the 
Subfcription-Books, and the two remaining Fourths from 
“fix Months to fix Months. And after the laft Pay- 
ment, and not before, the Direétors fhall deliver to the 
Proprietors their Share of A&tions. 

XXIV. Thofe who make Default in Payment with- 
in the Times above-limited, fhatl forfeit to the Ufe of 
the Company the Sums they have.paid. 

XXV. As foon asthe Subfcription-Books are clofed, 
the Direflors thall give twenty Days publick Notice, 
That there will be a General Meeting of the chief Par- 
ties concern’d, in the City of Antwerp, to deliberate 
and confult of whatfoever may concern the Government 
vand Welfare of the Company. 

XXVI. None fhall have a Vote in this General, 
nor in any fubfequent Affemblies, unlefs he havetwelve 
A&tions 3 and thofe who have 50 A&tions, or more, to 
100 exclufively, fhall have each two Votes, and thofe 
who have put in or purchafed 100,000 Florins, or more, 
fhall have each three Votes ; but none fhall have more 
than three Votes; and all fhall be obliged to teftify 
upon Oath, That the Sums that are in their Names, are 
their own proper Monies. 

XXVII..No Fereigner, who is not one of our Sub- 
je&ts, fhall have a Vote in the General Affemblies, 
a he have a competent Number of Aétions to entitle 





eEXVIIL If any Body Corporate of our Dominions, 
concern themfelves in the Fund of the Company, for 
12,000 Florins or more, they may fend one Deputy, 
who fhal] be a Layman, "la wfully authorized with their 
full Power to give his Vote in the Naine of the Cor- 
oe, 
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poration, he firft afirming upon Oath, That the Sum 
fubfcribed by the Corporation he reprefents, are for 
their own Account, and that no private Perfons have 
any Share therein. 

“XXIX. The Dire€tors thall appoint one of their 
Number to adminifter the Oaths that are requir’d to 
be taken, in Purfuance of the 26th Article; and they 
fhall alfo fwear, That they will ufe their Endeavour to 

mote the Intereft of all the Sharers with the fame 

Peal and Fidelity as their own, &c. 
XXX. We declare the Company to be free and inde- 
ent of us and the Government of our Netherlands, 
in all Things relating to their CEconomy, the Manage- 
ment of their Commerce, and the Adminiftration of 
their Affairs, aswell by Sea as Lands excepting never- 
thelefs, all Matters relating to the exa&t Obfervance of 
the Orders contained in thefe our Letters Patents, of 
which we referve to ourfelves the Interpretation, in 

Cafe of Doubt. 

XXXI. We will nominate for this Time only, feven 
Direftors, granting neverthelefs Power to the General 
Meeting ta encreafe that Number, antl to appoint nine 
or eleven in all, if they fhall think it for the Benefit of 
the Company. 

XXXII. The faid Direfors and their Succeffors fhall 
be obliged to have their fix’d Abode in our Netherlands, 
during the Time of their Dire&torfhip; and each of 
them {hall have at leaft thirty Shares in the Stock of 
the Company, free from all Incumbrances, to remain as 
a Security to the Company ; The like too fhall be ob- 
ferv’d in Regard to the Direftor whom we thal! name 
hereafter, in Purfuance of the following Article ; and 
in Regard to the Cafhier, the Choice of him hall! al- 
ways belong to the General Meeting of the Partics 
chiefly concern’d. 

XXXIII. We referve to ourfelves for ever the Choice 
and Nomination of one of the Direétors, whom we will 
chufe out of three, to be prefented to us hereafter by 
the General Affembly ; to whom we grant the Power of 
chufing the others by a Majority of Votes. 

XXXIV. Thofe who are not, er have not been of the, 
Profeffion of Merchants or Bankers, fhall be incapable 
“of being ele&ted Dire&tors or Cafhiers of the Company ; 
And our Pleafure is, That the fame Difability thal! ex- 
tend tofuch, who being Merchants or Bankers by Trade, 
‘havg any Office in the Magiftracy, a aanaataiest 
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ploy’d in our Service, or in that of the States of our Pro- 
vinces, during their Continuance in fuch Offices. 

4%XXV. The Afcendants and Defcendants in dire& 
Line, two Brothers, Uncle and Nephew, fhall not be 
eepable of being Dire&tors of the Company at the fame 
Time, nor Coufin-Germans in Degree of Confanguini- 
ty: Neverthelefs, the Affinity that may happen with- 
in the fame Degrees between two Directors during the 
Time of their Direftorfhips, fhall not incapacitate them 
from continuing in that Office. 

XXXVI. If by Misfortune any one of the Dire&tors 
fhall happen to break, he fhall thereby lofe his Place 
of Direttor, &c. 

XXXVII. The feven DireStors, whom we have na- 
med, fhall be fworn to the Purpofe in the following 
Article ; and fhall farther fwear, That in Regard to the 
Subfcriptions, they will behave themfelves with Juftice 
and Fidelity ; and that they will conform to the Inftru- 
tions they fhall receive from the General Affembly for 
the Good of the Company. 

XXXVI. The Dire&tors hereafter to be appointed 
by the General Aflembly, fhall take an Oath faithfully 
to execute all the Articles in this Grant to the utmoft of 
their Power, as alfo the Rules and Orders that fhall be 
made in the Meetings of the Parties chiefly concern’d 5 
and Memorandums of the Oaths fhall be regifter’d in 
Books kept for that Purpofe. 

XXXIX. We grant the faidGeneral Affembly Power 
to make fuch By-Laws and Orders, as they fhall judge 
conducive to the good Gavernment of the Navigation 
and Commerce of the Company, as well in the Nether- 
lands as in the Indies, and for the Conduét of all fuch 
as fhall be in the Service of the Company, either by 
Sea or Land. Which By-Laws and Orders fhall not be 
alter’d or revoked by a Refolution of a like General 
Affembly, whom we permit to impofe pecuniary Penal- 
ties on Tranfgreffors of the faid By-Laws, applicableto 
the Ufe af the Company. 

XL. The General Affembly fhall fettle the Orders to 
be obferved by thofe who fhall be appointed to keep 
the Company’s Books of Accounts, Transfer-Books, and 
others, and fhall fix the Time for giving in the Ac- 
counts, fhall chufe Auditors, whofe Number fhall not 
exceed five, fhall fix the Time of the Continuance of 
their Commifiions, and fettle the Salaries of the Cathier- 
General, and of all the fubordinate Officers of the Coni- 
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pany 3 except in Regard to the feven Direttors by us 
named, each of whom fhall have a Salary of 4000 Flo- 
rinsa Year, during the Time of their Continuance in 
Office; and for this Time only, they fhall chufe the 
General Cafhier, and the other inferior Officers of the 
Company, and fettle for once likewife their Wages and 
Salaries. 

XLI. The Direftors hall be fatisfy’d with the Sala- 
ries which the General Affembly fhall allow them, and 
not pretend to any thing more en Account of their At- 
tendance at ordinary or extraordinary Affemblies ; ne- 
verthelefs, for the Attendance which the Service of 
the Company may require of them elfewhere, than at 
their Places of Abode, they may take what the General 
Affembly fhall think fit to allow them ; which Allow- 
ance fhall not exceed fix Florins a Day above the Ex- 

nce of Travelling. 

XLII. The General Affembly fhall make Choice of 
the Place where the Office of the General Cafh of the 
Company fhall be kept. 

XLIII. None fhall be permitted to withdraw him- 
felf out of the Company, but by felling or conveying 
his Stock, which fhall remain in the Fund of the Com- 
pany, be deemed a perfonal Eftate, and be for ever free 
from Taxes and publick Impofitions, real, perfonal, or 
mixt, ordinary or extraordinary, none excepted. 

XLIV. The General Affembly fhall determine the 
Place where the General Office to account with the Com- 
pany for the Purchafe and Sale of Goods fhall be kept; 
but the Sale of Merchandize brought Home fhall always 
be publickly made at Bruges, or Oftend, at the Eleétion 
of the Dire&tors, who fhall fettle the Conditions of Sale 
as they fhall think proper for the Benefit of the Compa- 
ny : Andin what Town foever the faid Sale fhall be made, 
the Buyers, whether our Subjeéts or Foreigners, fhall 
be at Liberty to make Purchafes cither by themfelves 
or by Commiffion, notwithftanding fome Privileges that 
may have been granted to the Company, by the Princes 
our Predeceffors, from which we derogate by thefe Pre- 
fents in Favour of the Freedom of the Company’s Com- 
merce. 

XLV. And no Prolongation of Time, or other De- 
lay or Hinderance whatfoever, fhall be allow’d to the 
Prejudice of fuch as fhall purchafe the Effeéts of the 
Company, or who fhall have contrafted with them for 
any Matter whatever, to fufpend or delay the — 
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And we forbid all our Courts of Juftice to grant any 
fuch Prolongation: And to the End that this Prohibi. 
tion may meet with nd Difficulty inits Execution, we 
moreover forbid eur Judges to iffue out any Letters of 
Leave or Delay, on Pain of being anfwerable to the 
Company out of their own Eftates for all Cofts and 
Damages. And we enjoin the Civil Magiftrates to take 
Care that this Article be punftually obferved. 

XLVI. The Direftors may appoint and remove at 
Pleafure, by a Majority of Votes, the Book-keepers, 
Secretaries, Agents, Clerks, Captains, Officers, Subal- 
terns, and all others of an inferior Rank, that fhall be 
employ’d in the Company’s Service, in what Quality 
or Station foever: And te the End the Direstors may 
employ only Perfons of Worth, and fuch as have the 
neceflary Qualifications for the Execution of thefe 
Offices, we command them to fill up all Employments, 
gratis, without taking any Gratujty or Reward in Mo- 
ney or otherwife, frem the Perfons they employ, ei- 
ther before or after they are put into their Pofts, on 
Pain of lofing their Place of DireStors, and of for- 
feiting four times the Value of what they fhall have 
taken. 

. XLVITI. They fhall likewife have Power to order 
the Fitting out or Lacing of the Ships they thall ei- 
ther buy er build, where they fhall think fit; as alfo 
the Goods and Merchandizes for the Cargoes; and in 
general, hall take Care of every thing which they fhall 
judge neceflary and proper for the Advantage of the 
Company, and the Encreafe of its Commerce: But a- 
bove all, they fhall take particular Care to promote 
as much as pofible, the Bencfit of the Manufactures 
of our Netherlands. 

XLVET. The Dire&ors fhall not be permitted to 
come fo any Refolution in Affairs of Importance, un- 
lefs ttrerebe five of them prefent, fo long as their Num- 
ber fhall be feven ornine. And if there be eleven Di- 
reftors, their Affembly, tocame to any Refolution, fhall 
confit of feven at the leatt. 

XLIX. The Perfons chiefly concern’d, in their ufu- 
al Affemblies, fhall namie the Perfons to fill up the va- 
cant-Placcs of the Dire&tors, who by Sicknefs or ne- 
ceflary Abfence, cannot be prefent at their Delibera- 
tions, and the Perfons who {hall aflift in the Affemblies 











of the faid Dive&tors, by Virtue of fuch Nomination, 
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fhall have a deliberative Vote as the Direétors them- 
felves, Ge. . we . 

L, The Affemblies of the general Direétion fhali be 
held the firft three Years in Axtwerp, and the next three 
Years at Bruges or Ghent, as thall be appointed by their 
General Affemb!y: And thall continue fo to do by 
Turns, till the Expiration of this Grant. | 

LI. The Diré&tors fhall hold their firft Meeting im- 
tediately after they are fworn, and fhall draw up a 
Scheme for the CEcohomy and Direftion of the Com- 
pany, which they thall prefent to their firit general Af 
fembly, to be by them examined, alter’d, or agreed to, 
as fhall be judged convenient. . 

LIT, After the Accounts of one Year aré made up; 

the chief Sharers thall afflemble without Delay, to con- 








fale with the Directors, what Dividend it will be pro- 


re make.to the Sharers, to which Affembly fhall be 
ummoned likewife fome of the Perforis named by the 
General Affembly, in Cafe any of the Incidents inen- 
tioned in the 48th and qagth Articles fhould happen: 
Neverthelefs, the chief Sharers fhall only have a con- 
fultative Vote in the Refolution to be taken by the Di- 
restors totiching the Amount of the faid Dividend, in 
the Regulation whereof the following Order fhall be 
obferved. 
,, LHL. The Direftore thall not make any Dividend 
“till the Debts of the Company are cleared off; and 


_ that they may, aét with Certainty as to this Point, 


ghey fhall carefully draw up the Account of one 

Vear’s Profits, which they fhall have in Cath, cleat of 

all Expences, and hall diftribute at leaft one Half theré- 

of atnong the Sharers, in Proportion to their Shares in 

the Stock of the Company ; and this they thall do from 
eat to Year. 

LIV. Moreover, the DireStors fhall once iti every 
five Years, give a general Account of their Admini- 
firation, and in Prefence of the General Affembly of 
the chief Sharers, who fhall have a Confultative Vote, 
asin the fifty-fecond Article, they fhall declare at the 
End of every five Years, an extraordinary Dividend 
among the Sharers, in Proportion to their reddy Cath : 


But we exprefly comrfiand the Direstors always to keep 


a fufficient Suth in Stock for the Neceflities and Advan- 
tage of the Company. . , 
_ LV. The Committee to be deputed by the Generil 

Affembly, to audit the Accounts of the Conipany; that) 
$x 
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ait but for three Years ; and it fhall be lawful. for 
he chief Sharers torevoke their Authority before the 
Expiration of thet Term, if they think fit, and to ap- 
point others in their Room; which they may likewife 
do, when any of the faid Deputies are hindred from 
attending the Fun&tions of their Commiffion by Sick. 
_nefs, neceflary Abfence, or otherwife. 

LVI. The chief Sharers fhall not depute to audit 
the Accounts, Perfons related to one anéther in the De- 
grees limited by the thirty-fifth Article of this Grant, 
nor any one allied to anv of the Dire&tors in the fame 
Degree of Kindred or Affinity. 

LVII. Thofe who fhall be appointed by the chief 
Sharers, to audit the Accounts, fhall immediately after 
being fworn, proceed on that Affair with all poffible 
Car2 and Expedition. * 

LVIII. Where the Accounts are doubtful, and can- 
not be adjufted by the Auditors, they” flall be fettled 
by the General’ Affembly of the chief Sharers, or by 
Perfons to be by them deputed for that Purpofe. 

LIX. Notice fhall be given in the Gazettes, and poft- 
ed upin publick Places, of the Day and Place of giv- 
ing inthe Accounts, when and where any of the Sha- 
rers may be prefent at their own Expence; but fhall § 
have no Vote, either deliberative or confultative ; and 
if they have any thing to propofe, they fhall do it by ff 
Writing, and not otherwife. 

LX. The DireStors, if requir’d, fhaH permit the Au- § 
ditors to infpett all their Books, Writings, Letters, and F 
other Papers, which dire&tly or indire@ly relate to the § 
fitting out or lading of the Veffels, and the Cargoes § 
they bring Home without excepting the Letters they § 
fhall receive from the Indies, or from the Agents they Ff 
fhall employ in the Netherlands, or elfewhere: And § 
they fhall be permitted to view the Warehoufes of the § 
the Company, as often as they fhall think it conveni- 
ent for the Company’s Service, according to the In- § 
ftruftions they fhall teceive from the General Affembly § 
for that Purpofe ; and they fhallbe obliged to take an § 
Oath of Secrecy in like Manner as the Direétors. d 

LXI. The General Affembly of the chief Sharers may § 
make fuch Allowance to the Auditots for their Pains 
and Attendance as they fhall think fit, and may more- § 
ever, aflign them a Salary, not exceeding 1200 Florins § 
Year to each Auditor. 

LXIF. The § 
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LXII. The Company fhall propofe to us three Per- 
fons, of whom we will make Choice of one to be preftnt 
on our Part, and at our Expence, at the auditing of the 
Accounts of the Company, who fhall be orderd to 
take Care of all Matters relating to the duc Execution 
of this Grant, and to hinder any thing being done con- 
trary to the Orders contained therein: And when the 
Accounts are clofed, a Duplicate fhall be deliver’d to 
our faid Deputy, who fhall deliver it into the Hands 
of our Lieptenant-Governor-General, to be by him depo- 
fited in the Place where the private Papers of the Fi- 
nances in our Council of State in the Netherland: 
are kept. 

LXIIT. The Accounts of the Company fhall be 
drawn up in due Form, according to the Style and 
Ufage received among Merchants and other Traders. 

LXIV, The Commanders, of the Company’s Ships 
fhall be obliged, on their Return, to give tite Di- 
reftors a particular Account in Writing of the Suc- 
cefs of their Voyage, and of the true Condition of the 
Company’s Affairs in the Indies ; and the faid Direétors, 
after having taken a Copy of it, fhall tranfmit the 
Original toour Lieutenant-Governor-General, or in his 
Abfence, to our Minifler Plenipotentiary, 

LXV. The Direftors may not borrow Money at In- 

tereft without the Confent and Approbation of the Ge- 
neral Affembly of the chief Sharers, except in Cafes 
which admit of no Delay : Upon which the Refolution 
of a Majority of Votes fhall be taken, and with the 
Affiftance of the Auditors, who fhall then havea de- 
liberative Vote. 
_ LXVI. We forbid the Direftors, and all Perfons con- 
cern’d in the Fund of the Company, or employ’d in 
. its Service, of what Quality, or in what Poft foever, 
to trade to the Indies on their private Account, or on 
the Account of any other, dire&tly or indire&tly, on 
Pain of Confifcation to the Ufe of the Company, of all 
that fhall be fo negotiated, and of a Fine of four times 
the Value for each Offence, to be paid by each Offender = 
And if he be ene of the DireGtors, on the further Pe- 
nalty of forfeiting his Direttorihip ; ef which, bv thefe 
Prefents, we declare him from that Moment ip/o fatto 
deprived. 

LXVII. We moreover forbid the Dire&tors and the 
Auditors of the Accounts, during their Continuance in 
Office; to fell by themfelves er Agents, any Merchan; 

C2 aay dizes, 
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gizes, Manufafturcs, or Commodities, for the Fitting 
out or Lading any of the Company’s Ships, on Pain of 
Wullity, and of Confifcation to the Company’s Ufe, of 
alvthe Merchandizes, Manufaftures and Commodities 
that thal] be fq fold, and of a Fine of four times their 
Value. . 

' LXVUI. The Direétorsznd Auditors of the Aceounta 
may buy the imported Goods and Merchandizes of the 
Company in their publick Sales, but not otherwife, on 
Pain af the like Nullity, Confifcation and Fine, as in 
the preceding Article: And for the more effe€tual Exe- 
cution of the Prohibition contain’d in this and the 
next pteceding Article, and for the more eafy Dif. 
covery of Offenders, one Third of the faid Confifcationgs 
and Fines fhall be to the Informers, provided they 
bring fufficient Proof of the Offence within five Years, 
to be computed from the Day of the Commiffion of each 
Offence, to which Time we limit the Profecution of 
the faid Dire&tors and Auditors for Crimes of that Na+ 
ture. 

LXIX. The Direftors fhall ferve but fix Years confe- 
cutively ; and we ordain, That every two Years a pro- 
portional Number fhall be difmifs'd, and their Places 
filled up by the General Affembly of the chief Sharers, 

LXX. Neverthelefs, the Rule preferibed in the fore- 
going Article, fhall not take Place in Regard to the Di- 
reGtars, of the firft Nomination, who fhall remain in 
Offce "till the firft general Account preftribed by the 
fifty-fourth Article, fhall be made up, and the Divi. 
dend thereupon fettled ; after which, they thal! draw 
Lots to whom it fhall fall to leave the Dire&torfhip. The 
like fhall be done two Years afterwards, and at the End 
of the two following Years, the reft of the faid Dire. 
Gors of the firft Nomination fhall be difmifs’d, and their 
Places filled up by the faid General Affembly. 

LXXI. When the Jaft of the feven Dire&tors whom 
we fhail name, fhall be gone out of the Direétorfhip, 
the General Affembly fhall propofe to us three fitly 
qualify’d Perfons, of whom we will make Choice of 
one, whom we fhal! think fit, who thal take before our 
Lieutenant-Gavernor and Captain-General, or before our 
Minifter Plenipotentiary, the fame Oath which himfelf 
as well as the other Direétors are to take in the General 
A ffer. bly. 

LXXIT. The Dire&tor thus chofen bv us, on the pre- 
vioys Nomination of the General Aflembly, fhall hike. 

' wife 








wmeof ay ky 4 


ox t* FOS 


ie ae ae eee ae el ie 


9@ FPTESQL tml 


| 


s 
Se 


Ore 


a” 


"ita we 


~ we = oe 





N°XXXVIT for the Tear 1725. 2% 
wife go out of the Direétorfhip at the End of fix Years, 
and his Place fhall be fupply’d as prefcrib’d in the pre- 
ceding Article, as well in Cafe of the Expiration of 
his Term, or when his Place fhal} became vacant by 
Death, or in any other Manner, 

LXXIII. When any Vacancies happen of fuch of 
the Dire&tors whofe Places it fhall belong te the chief 
Sharers to fill up, whether by Death or otherwife, the 
General Affembly fhall fupply their Room by a Majo- 
rity of Votes, whether they have or have not been Di- 
reftors before, provided they fhall have heen two Years 
out of the Direétorfhipg 

LXXIV. If Difficulties of Importance hall arife in 
the General Affembly of the chief Sharers, or in that 
of the Direétors out of the General Affembly, and for 
fuch Affairs as will admit of no Delay ; upon which 
jt will either be impoffible to agree, or that by Reafon 
of their Intricacy, the faid Affemblies fhall be defirous 
not to decide them, they may refer them to our Lieu- 
tenant-Governor and Captain-General or to our Minifier 
Plenipotentiary, who fhall determine them according ta 
Reafon and Equity. 

LXXV. If any Difpute or Difference happen for 
Civil or Pecuniary Affairs between any of the Direstors 
or other Sharers in the Company, or Perfons employ’d 
in its Service, the other Direttors fhall endeavour ta 
compofe it amicably; and it fhall not be permitted for 
either of the contending Parties to take the Law of his 
Adverfary, “till the Methed here prefcrib’d has been 
in vain attempted with all poflible Care, 

LXXVI, But if the faid Difputes and Difficulties 
cannot be amicably adjuited, and that the Matter in 
Variance exceeds not the principal Sum of 300 Florins, 
we authorize the other difinterefted Diré8tors, who fhall 
be three or more in Number, to determine them ina 
fummary Way 3 and from their Sentence there {hall be 





- noAppeal nor Review; The faid Dire&tors may never- 


thelefs, in Cafes perplexed and difficult, take Advice of 
one or two eminent Lawyers at the Expence of the Par- 
ty, againft whom the Matter fhall be determin’d, 
LXXVII. And as to other Civit and Pecuniary Cau- 
fes, that exceed the above Sum, we hereby appoint five 
Judges and one Secretary finally to determine the fame ; 
and without any Review, in the moft fummary Way 
pofible: And we enjoin all our Councils, = 
ab 
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and Officers of Juftice, not to take Cognizance thereof, 
on Pain of Nullity and Ceffation of their Proceedings. 

LXXVIII. All criminal Caufes, in which the Com- 
pany, its Dire&tars, and others employ’d in the Society, 
without Diftinétion, as wellasthe Sharers, fhall be ci- 
ther Plaintiffs or Defendants, thall be judged by the 
Judges of the refpeétive Places where the Crimes fhall 
be committed, according to the Laws of the Country ; 
And no Criminal Caufe fhall draw to it a Civil onc, 
nor a Civil a Criminal, on any Pretence whatever. 

LXXIX. The Cognizance of the Prizes that fhall be 
taken by the Ships of the Company, fhall belong pro- 
vifionally tothe Judges of our Admiralty, till we fhall 
determine otherwife. 

LXXX. The Captains and Commanders of the Com- 
pany’s Veffels, fhall have the fame Authority as the 
Commanders and Captains of our Veffels, in Relation 
to the Difcipline of the Crew and the Soldiers, in Or- 
der to avoid Mutinics and Seditions, which may eafily 
happen in long Voyages. 

LXXXI. The Prizes taken by the Company’s Veffels, 
fhall entirely belong to it, if they be adjudg’d good 
Prize : But the Merchandizes and Commodities making 
Part of the Prizes, fhall be liable to the Payment of the 
fame Duties as others of the like Kind that come from 
the Indies. 

LXXXII, The Company may embark Artillery and 
other Stores of War, neceffary for its Navigation and 
the Security of its Commerce; as alfo of all Sorts of 
Merchandize, even prohibited Goods, and likewife Gold 
and Silver coin’d or uncoin’d, for which they fhall have 
Occafions and may provide themfelves therewith in our 
Dominion, or procure it from foreign Countries, ex- 
cept the current Coins of the Country, as well the Pie- 
ces ftampt with our Marks and Arms, ag thofe that 
have Currency by Vertue of our Ediéts. 

LXXXIII. The Direétors may put into the Forts, 
Caftles, and Places they fhall acquire in the Indies, all 
Sorts of Arms, Cannons, Ammunition of War, and Pro- 
vifions, may caufe Cannon and other Arms to be cafk 
in fuch Vlaces, and in fuch Number as they fhall 
bave Occafion for, upon which our Arms fhall be en. 
graved, and bencath them thofe of the Company: And 
it fhall be Jawful for them to do in general, whatever 
they thall judge neceffary for the Prefervation of the 
faid Places, ; 
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LXXXIV. They may likewife arm and fit out what 
Number of Veffels they fhall think proper for the Safe- 
ty of the Company, whether Ships of War or Commerce, 
and fet up in them our Imperial and Royal Flag: They 
may caufe the faid Veffels to be built in our Ports of 
the Netherlands, of Italy, and elfewhere, as they fhall 
think beft ; except in the Ports of [ftria and Dalmatia, in 
which the fole Conftru&tion of Veffels is exclufively 
granted to our Oriental Company, ftablifh’d in our good 
City of Vienna, with which that of Offend may likewife 
agree to take two or three Veffels yearly, and thereby 
give the greater Encouragement to the faid Conftrution 
of Veffels, which is fo neceflary to the introducing of 
Commerce and Navigation in our other Hereditary 





‘ Countries. 


LXXXV. We declare exempt from all Cuftoms, Tolls, 
and other Duties whatever, all the Timber, Planks, 
Beams, Mafts, Pitch, Tar, Sail-Cloth, Cables, Ropes, 
Iron, Nails, Anchors, and all other Materials neceflary 
for the ‘building of Ships, and all Tackle, Rigging, Ap- 
parel, &c. which the Company fhall import, to be 
aStually made Ufe of inthe Conftruftion and refitting 
of Veffels that they fhall build or refit in our Nether- 
lands ; in the doing whereof it fhall be lawful for the 
Direftors to employ fuch Carpenters and other Work- 
men as they fhall think proper, notwithftanding any 
Cuftom or Privilege to the contrary, from which we 
exprefly derogate by this prefernt Grant; and no Du- 
ties of Importation or Exportation, Tolls, or others, 
fhall be demanded or taken for the neceflary Ammuni- 
tion and Provifions, either for the Defence of the faid 
Veffels, or for the ViGtuals for the Crew; which we 
reftrain neverthelefs to fuch Ammunition and Provi- 
fions, as the Company cannot conveniently furnifh 
themfelves with in our Netherlands. 

LXXXVI. We forbid the Officers and their Clerks, 
of the States of our Provinces, and thofe of the Ma- 
giftrates of our Cities, and all others to whom it fhall 
belong, to attach or ftop the Merchandizes and Com- 


' modities, which the Company. fhall fend from their 


Veffels to their Warehoufes, or from thofe of one City 
to another, or to demand any Duty of them; leaving 
them neverthelefs at Liberty to exa& the Payment of 
fuch Duties as they have a Right to demand, in Cafe 
the Goods being fold there, fhall remain without their 
JurifdiGtiion; and to this End, they may take for their 
ewn Security the neceflary Precautions. LXXXVIL 
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LXXXVII. We likewife forbid all the Officers of 
our Cuftoms, their Clerks and Deputies, to levy the 
Duties on any other Foot than as we have order’d by 
this Grant $ nor to moleft or difquiet thofe who thall be 
employ’d pn Behalf of the Company, 
LXXXVIII. No Duties of Exportation, Convoy at 
Tolls, thall be raifed on the Goods and Merchandizes, that 
fhali be embark’d on the Company’s Ships to go to the 
Indies’; nor any Duty of Indulto, or other Acknow. 
jedgment to our Ufe for Goods that fhall be brought 
from thence. 3 
LXXXIX. Such Goods and Merchandizes brought 
Home, thal! be liable to do a Duty of 6 per Cent. of the F 
Price they thall be fold for in publick Sales ; to which 
we limit all our Cuftoms, Tolls, and other Duties on 
the ‘aid Goods, without Diftinétion, whether they are 
confum’d in the Countries of our Domjnions, or in fo- 
reign Parts, and without fixing any Time for their Ex- 
portation ; faving neverthelefs, that during the Courfe 
of the prefent general Adminiftration of our faid Du- 
ties, they fhall be obliged to pay after the Rate of 4 
per Cent. of the faid Price, whether the faid Goods be 
confum'd at Home, or in forcign Countries, afid without 
limiting any Time for their Exportation, as above; 
being defirows to give thereby convincing Proofs of 
our ‘Géod-Will to the Company in its firft Eftablith- [ 
ment. 
XG. It being neceffary for the Prefervation of our 
Netherlands, and for the publick Safety in general, that 
our Frontier Places and other Towns iin the faid Coun- 
tries fhould always be kept in a State of Defence, we 
appropriate the Monies that fhallarife out of the faid 
Duties on imported Goods, to be a fixed and lafting 
Fund, tobe always é¢mploy’d for the Security and De- 
fence of our Netherlands, and chiefly to provide our faid 
Towns with Artillery and other Arms, and with all 
Sorts of Ammunition and Provifions, and to keep in Re- 
pair the Fortifications; forbidding our Lieutenant and 
Governor-General, and Minifter Plenipotentiary, to di- 
Ps sea apply the Produce of ithe faid Duties to any other 
e 





XC. The Company *tiay acquire in: the Indies, by 
Purchafé, or other Contra&t and Treaty, Lands, Ports 
and ‘Harbours 3 and we permit them to eitablifh Colonies 
thete, as likewife to build fuck Forts, Caftles and 
Fattories, a¥ they thall judge neceflary, as well for the 
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greater Safety and Facility of its Commerce, as for 
the Defence of the Country they fhall have acquired 3 
to place there by their wwn Comnniffions, Governors and 
other Officers our Subjects, on employed in eur Service, 
and to put Garrifons there: Neverthelefs, before they 
fet about to build any Fort or Caftle,; they fhall 
apply to our Governor-General or Minifter-Plenipoten- 
tiary, to impart to him their Defign, and name the Pla- 
ces where they intend to build the faid Forts, to have 
his Approbation, and obtain his Permiffion to that Pur- 
pofe ; which he fhall not grant, unlefs it appear to him, 
That the faid Places which the Company have defcri- 
bed and propofed to him, are Places which the other 
Nations of Europe frequent, and where they freely traf 
fick 5 to the End that the Company may not encroach 
on the Rights of the Subjects of any other Potentates, 
who fhall be in Peace, Amity, or Neutrality with us, 
in the Harbeurs, or on the Coatfts or Places where they 
may. have a Poffeffion or Commerce, exclufive of all 
others ; it not being our Intention that they fhould be- 
difturbed therein, or any ways molefted by the Compa- 
ny: With this Refervation neverthelefs, that if the 
Company fhould be in Danger of lofing any Opportu- 
nity that might turn to their Advantage, if they were 
obliged to have Recourfe to our Governor-General, or 
Minifter-Plenipotentiary, and to wait for his Order be- 
fore they begin to work; in fuch Cafes in fhall be law- 
ful for their Officers to begin forthwith the Building of 
the faid Forts, in fuch Places as are above fpecify’ds 
of which the Company fhall give Notice without De- 
lay, to our Governor-General, or Minifter-Plenipoten- 
tiary, to the End that he may approve of the Underta- 
king of the faid Officers, as foon as the Truth of the 
Fatt, and the Utility of it fhall be made evident to 
him. 

XCII: To this End the Company may likewife raife 
Soldiers in the Countries under our Subjeftion, with our 
previous Permiflion,; or in our Netherlands, with Leave 
of our Regency-General. 

XCIITI. Our Military Officers, who, by our Permifion, 
or by that of our Regency-General, fhall engage them- 
felves in the Company’s Service, in Quality of Cap- 
tains or Subalterns, and fhall ferve under the Dire‘tors 
Commiffions, fhall preferve the Ranks they had before 
fuch Engagement 5 and we efteeam the Services they fhail 
render to the Company, as render’d to Qurfelf: But 
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while they continue in the Service of the Company, 
they thal) be fubordinate to it; and neverthelefs bound 
to keep the Oath they have taken to Us. 

XGEV. Our Subjeéts, who fhall go to the Indies, and 
fettle themfelves in the Places, Colonies and Fowns 
acquir’d by the Company, fhall, at their Return, en 
joy the fame Liberties, Rights and Franchifes, which 
they enjoy’d in our Netherlands, or in the other Coun- 
tries under our Dominion, before their Departure ; and 
the Children of our faid Subjeéts born there, fhall be 
deem’d natural born. 

' XCV. It thall be lawful for the Company to-trest, 
even in our Name, with the Sovereign Princes and States 
of the Indies, and others not our Enemies, and to con- 
¢lude with them fuch Conventions as they fhall judge 
proper for the Liberty of their Commerce: Neverthe- 
Jefs, fach Treaties fhall be valid only for the Term of 
fix Years, untefs they are approved, and ratify’d by us: 








But they thal! not declare War againft any Potentate 


without our previous Confent. 


XCVI. The Governors and other Military Officers to F 
be appointed by the Company, fhall take the Oath of F 
Fidelity to Us ; and to the Company fuch Oath as they 


fhall think convenient : And the Company may alfo 


revoke the faid Commiffions at all Times that they fhalt F 


think fit. ° 


XCVII. If after the Expiration of the Termof this | 
Grant, we fhall not think fit to grant a Continuance |) 
thereof to the Company, their Forts, Ammunition and § 


Arms, fhall be delivered up to us, or with our Con- 

fent, to the fucceeding Company, upon Payment of the 

Value according to an Eftimation to be made by Per- 

— of Knowledge in fuch Affairs, to be named’ by either 
tty. 

XCVIII. The Lands which the Company fhall ac- 
quire, with the Rights, Rents, Gc. hati belong to 
. thems in full Property, we referving only the Sovereign- 
ty thereof; but the Company fhal| not fell nor con- 
vey them to others than our Subjefts: And if after the 
Expiration of this Grant, we fhall think fit to keep 
them, or tohave them convey’d to the Company that 
Shalt faceeed, Satisfaftion fhall be made to the prefent 
Conspany, in the Manner prefcrided in the foregoing 
Articte. 

XCIX. We promife the Company, That we will 
never meddle without thcir Confent, either in ae of 
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Peace or War, with their Veffels, Ammunition, Artil- 
Jery, or Provifions, Officers and other Seafaring Per- 
fons, nor with their Magazines, to employ them in our 
Service, be the Neceflity never fo urgent. 

C, We ftri@ly forbid all the Governors of our Towns 
and Sea-Ports, none excepted, and others to whom it 
hall Belorig, to hinder or retard in any Manner, the 
Ships of the Company, when they are loaded and rea- 
dy to fail, from going out of our Ports and Roads, nor 
the coming in of the faid Velfiels into our faid Ports at 
their Return’; nor to exattany thing of them for any 
Caufe or on any Pretext whatfoever, in Pain of Extor- 
tion: And all to whomit appertains, fhall take {pecial 
Care that this Article be exaétly obferv’d, as being the 
moft effential tothe Company’s Welfare. 

CI. We likewife promife the Company to proteé and 
defend them againft all Perfons by whom they fhall be 
unjuftly attack’d, and even, in Cafe of Need, to em- 
ploy the Force of our Arms to fupport and maintain 
them in the entire Freedom of their Comumerce and Na- 
vigation ; and to make Satisfaction be given them for 
Injuftice, Injuries,-or ill Treatments, in Cafe any Na- 
tion thail pretend to difturb them in their Commerce 
and Navigation ; and we will take Gare to procure for 
them all poffible Advantages, in the Treaties of Peace, 
Alliance and Commerce that we fhal] make. 

CII. The Company may apply themfelves to us 
whenever they think proper, to have the Conditions 
hereby granted them, altered, augmented, or reftrain’d, 
for the greater Advantage of their Commerce; it 
being our Royal Intention to favour them as much as 





polible, 

CHI. Lafly, asa Duty of Acknowledgment for this 
Patent, which we have been gracioufly pleafed to grant, 
to eftablifh and form this Company, they thall be oblig’d 
to prefent us, and each of our Heirs and Succeffors, 
with a Lion crown’d, and holding the Arms of the Com- 
pany, of the Weight of twenty Marks of Gold. 

Wherefore we charge our moft dear and weill-beloved 
Couftn, Prince Eugene of Savoy, our Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, and Captain-General of our Netheriands, and in 
his Abfence, our moft dear and well-beloved Coufin, the 
Marquefs de. Prie, out Minifter-Plenipotentiary for the 
Government of thofe Countries; and give in Com- 
mand to our moft dear and faithful the Members of our 
Counci} of State, the Prefident and Members “ our 
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Great Council, the Chancellor and Members of our 
Council eftablifh’d in Brabant, the Prefident and Mem- 
bers of our Council in Flanders, and to all our other 
Juftices, Officers and Subje&ts, whom it may or fhall con- 
cérn or belong unto, That they caufe, fuffer, and per- 
mit all thofe of the faid Company, as well in general 
as particular, fully and quietly to enjoy and ufe the Ef- 
fett of thefe Prefents for the Time, and on the Terms 
and Conditions herein above requir’d, without doing 
' or giving them, or fuffering to be done or given them, 
any Trouble or Hinderance to the contrary: FOR 
SUCH IS. OUR PLEASURE, 





In Witne/s whercof we have fign’d thefe Prefents withour 
own Hand, and caufed our Great Seal to be affixed 
thereto. j 

Given in our Imperial City and Refidence of Vienna, the 

19th Day of December, 1722, and of our Reigns of 
the Roman Empire the 11th Year, of Spain the 20th, 
and of Hungary and Bohemia, the 12th, 
Paraph’d, The Prince of CA R DONA, 
Sign’d, CHARLES. 


And underneath, 
By his Majefty’s Command, 


Counterfign’d, 4.F. DE CURZ, 


VEE RS 
POLAND. 
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T N this Article we will give the cleareft Account we 
can of the Tumult that lately happen’d at Thorn, 
and of the difmal Confequénces that have already at- 
tended it, and are {till threaten’d with greater’: But it 


| N 


v 
v 
} 
c 
t 
c 
( 
2 
1 
; 


Pao 


will be neceflary to promife a fhort Account of the City 


of Thorn, before we enter upon the Narrative. 


THORN 
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HORN is one of the principal Cities of Royal 

Pruffia, fituated on the River Viftula, between Culm 
and Uladiflaw , at about fix or feven Leagues Diftance 
from either. It was formerly one of the Haunfe Towns, 
and a free trading City, like Dantzick and Elbing, go- 
vern’d by its own Magiftrates, “till towards the Begin- 
ning of the Fourteenth Century, when the Knights of 
the Teutonick Order invaded Pruffia, and after a Struggle 
of above fifty Years, made themfelves Mafters of the 
whole Country. Flufh’d with their Conquefts, they 
undertook a, War againft the Dukes of Lithiania and 
Kings of Poland; but as the famecould not be carried 
on without opprefling their Subjeéts, the principal Cig 
ties of Prujia, particularly, Dantzick, Elbinz, and Thorn, 
confederated in the Year 1454, with the Nobility of the 
Country, for the Maintenance of their refpective Rights 
and Privileges, for which being declared Rebels, they 
put themfelves under the Prote&tion of the Crown of 
Poland. After feveral Cénfli@s, between the Polish 
Kings and the Teutonick. Knights, thefe laft yielded to 
King Cafimir the Upper Pruffia, otherwife call’d, Royal 
Prujfa, and did Homage to him for the Lower or Ducal 
Pruffa, of which they remain’d Maflers. Albert of 
Brandenburgh, Great Mafter of the Teutonick Order, ha- 
ving, in the Sixteenth Century embrac’d the Reforma- 
tion, was made Duke of Lower Prujffia, by the King of 
Poland, to ‘whom he did Homage for it, in 1526. His 
Son dying without Iffue, the Ducal Prufia fell to the 
Ele&tors of Brandenburgh, who enjoy it now in full So- 
vereignty, by Virtue of the Treaty of Velau, concluded 
in 1657. a. 

The Rights and Immunities of the Cities of Dantzick, 
Elving, and Thorn, were confirm’d to them not only b 
Charters of the Kings of Poland, but alfo by feveral 
Treaties between that Crown and other Potentates ; 
particularly by the Treaty concluded in May 1660, be- 
tween. Sweden and Poland, by the Mediation of France, 
at the Monaftery of Oliva, near Dantzick, and in which 
both the Emperor and the EleStor of Brandenburgh were 
comprehended, and became Parties. By this Treaty 
the Republick of Poland renounc’d the Claim to Liqo- 
nia; but the Places that had been taken on both Sides 
were to be reftor’d,: and a particular Stipulation was 
made in, Behalf of the free Cities in Polifh Pruffic, in 
which that ‘of Thorn,” was included, as follows: — 


fide: Article 
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Article 2, Paragraph 3. ‘ The Towns of Polit Pruffa, 
‘ which during this War have been in the Emperor 
and the King of Sweden’s Power, fhall likewife 
€ preferve ali the Rights, Liberties and Privileges, in 
¢ Matters Ecclefiaftical and Civil, which they had en- 
* joy’d before this War, (in preferving the free Exercife 
“ of the Catholick and Proteftant Religion as they had 
“ before the War) and his Poli/h Majetty fhall have for 
‘ the future, the fame Goodnefs he formerly had for 
¢ them, and defend with the fame Care the Territories 
© of thofe Towns, their Magiftrates, Communities, Ci- 
 tizens, Inhabitants and Subjefts. They thall likewife 
* have Power given them to repair and rebuild the ptib- 
© tick and private Edifices ruin’d by thé War. As for 
€ fuch Buildings as have been demolifhed for better De- 
¢ ~ me they fhail not be obliged toraife them again, 
c 





Ce 

The Peace of Oliva was confirm’d by feveral other 
fubfequent Treaties concluded between Sweden and o- 
ther Potentates, and of fome of which the Crown of 
Great Britain is one of the Guarantees: So that the 
faid Treaty of Oliva may be Jook’d upon as the main 
Bulwark of the Rights and Liberties of the Proteftants 
in Poland. 

The City of Thorn, ainongft other valuable Privile- 
ges, had that of chufing its own Magiftrates; and the 
Generality of its Inhabitants having embrac’d the La» 
theran Religion, its chief Governors and Officers came by 
that Means to be of that Perfuafion, and the principal 
Churches and Schools to be allotted for their Ufe. This 
was a great Eye-Sore to the Papifts, who upon the En- 
couragement given to the Jefuits, by King Augaftus, 
found Means fo fettle a School’ for the Inftruétion of 
Youth at Thorn, and from that Time, watched al} Op- 
portunitics to enlarge their Power and Poffeffions, and 
to deprive the Diffenters, (fo’they call the Proteftants 
in Poland) of their Privileges; Fortunes, and Lives. 

Of this, they have lately--given the World a very 
Egregious Inftance: For, upon'Occafion of a Tumult, 
raifed at Thorn by their own Gohtrivance and Agents, 
they ufed ai] Artifices, and had Intereft enough to: pro- 
cure, in the moft illegal and unprecedented Manner, 
the moft unjuft and cruel Sentence that ever was pro- 
nounc’d from the Affefforial and fupreine Tribunal of 
Warfaw, whereby the chief Magittrates of that City, 
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and fome of its Proteftant Inhabitants, were adjudg’d te 
die, and their Eftates confifcated. j 





But before we proceed, it will be proper in thisPlace 
to infert the Accounts which both Parties tranfmitted 
to the Polifh Court, in their own Juftification, begin- 
ring with that of the Jefuits, which they call, 


A faithful and true Catholick Account of the horrid Tumult, 
and moft barbarous Prophanation of the Chapels and fa- 
cred Oratories ; together «with the overthvowing of the 
Altars, pulling down, and afterward facrilegioufly durn- 
ing in the open Street, the Images of our Saviour, the mof? 
bleffed Virgin, and other Saints, accompany’4 with inji- 
nite Blafphemies and Mockeries ; and laftly, of the pillag- 
ing of the whole College of the Fefuits of Thorn, commit- 
ted by the Hereticks of the fame City, on the 27th of July, 
1724. 


L EST the Hereticks fhould, according to tHeir Cu- 
flom, excufe and palliate by artful Lies and Calum- 
nies, their impious Attempts and Outrages, we fhall 
give here the Reader a fhort but faithful Account 
of what has pafs’d. But firft of all, it will be necef- 
fary to lay down a fuadamental Caution, fufficient to 
enervate and invalidate any Accounts that come from 
Hereticks, on what Head foever. This Caution is 
grounded upon the very Principles of their Faith; by 
which it will appear, that even in worldly Affairs, 
infinitely more Credit-is to be given to a Catholick E- 
vidence or Writing, than to thofe of the Diffenters ; 
‘fince the. Roman Catholicks affert and believe, that they 
are able, and ought, on Pain of eternal Damnation, to 
keep God’s Commmandments, whereof the following is 
not the leaft, Fhou shalt not bear falfe Witnefs (much lefs 
in writing, becaufe it defcends to Pofterity) againft thy 
Neighbour, were he even a Jew : Which Commandment 
the Catholicks hope and ftrive, with the Grace of God, 
to obferve; whereas the Hereticks are of a quite diffe- 
' rent’ Opinion, maintaining an Impoffibility to keep 
God’s Commandments, and confequently the abovefaid. 
For which Reafon, the Obfervance of God’s Laws is 
what troubles them the leaft: Nay, they are juftly a- 
fraid, that the more they ftrive to aé& and to live up to 
G@d’s Commands, the more they trefpafs upon their 
Syftem of Faith, by obftinately refitting God's pre-ne- 
ceflitating 
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eefitating Will, by which they are a€tuated and forci- 
bly influenc’d in all their Doings, whether good or bad; 
infomuch, that fhould they tell any Truth, or do any 
Good thro’ their own Choice and Free-will, they would 
(in their Opinion) betray a Diffidence as to the only 
faving Faith, and detract from the Fulnefs of Chrift’s 

Satisfaétion, and his infinite Merits, ; ° 
On the 16th of uly laft, being one of the Holy Vir- 
gin’s Feftivals, when the holy Sacrament was carried 
in Proceflion round about St: fames’s Church, a mean 
Lutheran Burgher came to gaze at it with his Hat on, 
and uttered feveral Blafphemies, with an Intent to pro- 
voke the Catholicks; for which a Student of the Jefuits, 
being mov’d with an holy Zeal and Indignation, chaflifed 
him only by pulling off his Hat. No fooner was the 
Proceffion over, but the Lutherans gathering together in 
the abovefaid Church-yard, without Regard to that fa- 
cred Place, and the Church-Immunities, fell upon the 
faid Student, beat him barbaroufly, and drageg’d him, co- 
ver’d with Blood, to the Guard-Houfe, where this A- 
venger of God’s Honour was ignominioufly kept ’till 
the next Day: Upon which, fome Catholick Students 
according to their Duty, went peaceably to the Bur- 
grave of the City, moft humbly defiring him to releafe 
the Prifoner, affuring him withal, that he fhould ap- 
pear when requir’d. But they were anfwer’d, Let thofe 
~who committed him, releafe him. Then they went to the 
Prefident of the City, who having likewife given them 
a frivolous Anfwer, they follow’d the Burgrave’s Ad- 
vice, and apply’d themfelves to the Burgher, whom 
they defir’d in a civil Manner, to get the Student fet 
at Liberty, fince he had been the Occafion of his Con- 
finement, engaging for his Appearance before any compe- 
tent Court; but, inftead of complying, the faid Bur- 
gher got one of thofe interceeding innocent Students alfo 
committed, without the leaft Caufe or Offence given. 
The Students being thus baffled, went again to the Pre- 
fident, in order to folicite the Releafé of their Com- 
rade who was laft committed; but the Prefident’s Do- 
mefticks, far from admitting them, laughed at them, 
and forcibly turn’d them out of Doors, with oppro- 
brious Language. When the Catholicks perceiv’d that 
nothing would do, and being no longer able to bear the 
Injuries this Uncatholick City had done them, and ef- 
pecially of late, when a Student of a noble Family as 
Seized in his Chamber at Midnight, almoit undrefs’d, te 
; the 
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the great Difgrace of the Catholick Nobility, and from 
thence kick’d down Stairs, and hurry’d away to Prifon, 
where he was kept all Night 5 and tho’ his Innocence 
appear’d next Day, he could never obtain any Sutis- 
fation for the Affront givenhim. The Jefuit Students and 
the Nobility having often met with fuch premeditated 
Treatments from the Lutherans, and being afreth irrita- 
ted by what happen’d laft, they feiz’d and carry’daway a 
Lutheran Student, tho’ without the Knowledgeof the Fa- 
thers Jefuits, and brought him into their College, how- 
ever without any Defign to return the fame ill Ufage, 
but only in View to exchange this Diffenting Student 
for the two Catholicks under Arreft, affuring him, that 
he fhould be fet free again without any farther Mole- 
ftation. But then it was that the Mob rofe, not fo 
much by the Connivance, as by the Inftigation of the 
*Magiftrates, the Gates being purpofely fhut fooner that 
Day than ufual, having for their Leader the Town- 
Clerk, who excited the People to break the Windows 
of the College, inftead of demanding the Lutheran, who 
would have been immediately deliver’d : By which it 
was evident, that they aim’d not fo much at having 
the Lutheran Student releafed, as to fhew their Fury 
and long premeditated Vengeance againft the Jefuits, 
for having brought over fo many Lutherans to the Ca- 
tholick Church. Afterwards they broke open the 
Doors, whilft the City Guards, which were come up, 
far from checking them, encourag’d them, in Hopes of 
fharing in the Booty, in Cafe of Refiftance: But feeing 
that the Aggreffors were in no Danger from thofe 
within the Schools and the College, who were only 
arm’d with Religious Innocence, they withdrew, by 
Order of one of the Confuls, who did not fo much as 
give the leaft Rebuke to the Aggreflors. Whereupon, 
the enraged Mob fecing their Cenfor gone, and their 
Crime countenane’d, rufh’d furiouily into the Schools, 
broke and overturn’d whatever they found in theit 
Way, and afterwards fore’d open the Chapel and Ora- 
tories, where they demolifh’d the Altars, hew’d down 
‘the fucred Statues, and tore and hack’d to Pieces the 
Images, and efpecially that of the Holy Virgin; and 
what is moft abominable, dragg’d to the publick Square 
before the Schools, the Statucs of the Bleffed Virgin, 
St. Xaverius, Cafimir, andothers, where they burnt them 
openly, impioufly exulting and leaping all the wijjle 
.over the Fire, borrowing thefe blafphemous Words — 
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the ‘Jews and Heathens, Now, now, Woman, fave thy felf! 
Since the Papifts boaft fo much of the Help thou offordep 
them; and then fcoflingly cry’d out, Vivat Fe/us, Maria, 
Fofph! And not contented with having thus infulted 
the greatett Saints, they returned a fecond Time to the 
College, where having with ftill greater Fury forced 


the Gates, they beat and abufed moft cruelly all thofe | 


of the Holy Order that came in their Way, moft of 


which were obliged to hide themfelves in Holes, and un. | 


der the Roof, to fave their Lives, whilft thofe Mifcre- 
ants were bufy in breaking open their Cells, and car- 
rying away their Goods: Which done, they forced open 
the Chapel Door, which was curioufly carv’d, with 
the?r Hatchets, cut to Pieces all the Images of Saints, 
and vented their unbounded Fury even upon two Cru. 
cifixes, one of which was {plit with an Ax, and the 
other ttabbed with Swords, and fhattered with their 
Fire-Arms. Having now nothing left to demolifh and 
to rob, they went to find out God’s Servants tu put 
them to Death; upon which the Commandant of the 
City, whofe Affiftance was till then vainly implor’d, 
under Pretence that his Men were to be emplov’da- 


gainft the Enemy, and not againft the Citizens, being | 


informed of the utmoft Danger the Fathers and others 
of the College were in, thought fit to appeafe the Tu- 
mult at Midnight, by forcing out of the College thofe 
impious Wretches: Without which Succours, tho’ they 


ew, 


same very late, all the Jefwits, and even all the Roman | 


Catholicks of that Heretick City, would probably have 


Joft their Lives. How they have behaved themfelves | 


in the following Days, and what they have done after 
more mature Deliberation ; how they braved afterward 


the King and the Senate’s Authority, and how they al- | 


moft renew’d the Sedition when the Crown Troops were | 


= 


fent again{ft them, is fufiiciently known, and fhews a | 


premeditated Confpiration againit the Catholicks; which | 


however, we refer to the Judgment of thofe who have 
the fupreme Judicature and Power in their Hands. As 
for ws, we pray heartily for their Repentance, and that 
they may be converted, and return fo the Communion 
of their Forefathers, and fo live. 


Who'can read without Indignation this abominable Ac- 


count, and the Preamble the Jefuits have put to it, with- | 


x: Ning to Mind the impious DoStrines of that Hellifh 
€ty, who teach Mental Refervations, Equivo-ations, 
Lying, 
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Lying, Slandering, allow Murther, difcharge People 
from the Obligation of reftoring what they have un- 
juftly taken from others, and to crown all, difcharge 
them from loving God, which they are fo impudent 
as to call a grievous and burthenfome Obligation. 

This is a heavy Accufation, but fuch that they could 
never clear their Society from it, and they cannot fay, 
that this is a Calumny of Hercticks. This Charge is 
brought againft them by other Societies of their own 
Communion, and by the celebrated Monfieur Pa/cal, who 
under the Name of Lewis de Monta!te, publifhed about 
the Middle of the Jaft Century, a famous Book, enti- 
tled, Provincial Letters, in which he fully difcovered 
the impious Doétrines aforefaid of the Jefuits, and told 
the World, that feeing they teach and believe that they 
may lie, detra&t, and revile, and impute falfe Crimes 
to their Enemies, their Calumnies dcferve no other 
Anfwer, than that return’d to their Afperfions, by Father 
Valerian, an eminent Capuchin Fryar, that is, to tell 
every one of them, as that good Man did, Mentiris impu- 
dentiffime, which no Jefuit ever deferved better than 
the Penman of the Jefuitical Account of the Affair of 
Thorn; for I believe it is fcarce poffible to bring more 
Lies together, than he has done, within the Compafs of 
fo few Lines. 

The Letter of his Pruffian Majefty to the King of Po- 
land, is fuficient of itfelf to deftroy the Credit of the 
Account publifh’d by the Jefuits, who are juftly charg- 
ed to have fomented this Tumult, in Order to have 
an Opportunity to blacken the Conduét of the Prote- 
ftants, and charge them with horrid Violences, in Hopes 
to exafperate the Polifh Nobility againft them, in which 
they have but too weil fucceeded. 

We think it not, however, improper to infert again in 
this Place, the Account of that Affair, tranfmitted to 
the King of Poland, by the Council of Thorn, which 
certainly deferves in all Refpe&ts, more Credit than the 
Account publith’d by a Society, who teach, that it is 
not only lawful, but alfo meritorious, to calumniate 
and.afperfe their Enemies, and to impute to them falfe 
Crimes, in Order to leffen their Reputation, that the 
World may not give Credit tothe Accufations brought 
@gaintt the Society. 
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The Council of Thorn’s Account of the Tumult that happen’d 
there laff July. 


ON N the 16th of July, the ordinary Proceffion being 

arriv’d at St, Yames’s Church-yard, which Church 
had been taken from the Lutherans, contrary to the 
Peace of Oliva, there werea great Number of the Citizens 
Children to fee the Proceffion pafs, with their Hats un- 
der their Arnis, according to Cuflom ; but a Student of 
the Jefuits College, not fatisfy’d with that Mark of 
Civility and Refpeét, would needs have them kneel 
down, and gave them bad Language and Blows. About 
two Hours after the Proceflion, this fame Student, with 
feveral of his Comrades, came again, and infulted feve- 
ral other young People, without the leaft Provocation on 
their Part ; but in the End, this troublefome young 
Man was feized by the Soldiers of the Garrifon, and 
brought to the Guard, after he had wounded feveral Ci- 
tizens with Stones. Next Day, the Students get toge- 
ther again, and meeting one of the Citizens whom they 
had abufed the Day before, they would oblige him to 
get their Comrade fet at Liberty; but the Man had the 
good Fortune to get out of their Hands, and went for 
Safety to his own Houfe, whither they purfu’d him 
Sword in Hand. In themean time, the Prefident of the 
City had given Orders for fetting the Student at Liber- 
ty, at the Requeft of the Re€tor of the Jefuits College ; 
but another Student being likewife carry’d to the 
Guard-Room, his Comrades would oblige the Prefident 
to fet him at Liberty too, which he refufed to do ’till 
he had fpoke to the Reftor. Upon this, the outrageous 
Students ran furioufly to the Guard-Room to refcue their 
Comrade ; but being repuls’d, they fought to revenge 
themfelves upon a Townfman, whom they purfued 
Sword in Hand to the Burgrave’s Houfe, where he took 
Shelter. After that, they attack’d a Lutheran Student, 
who was at the Door of his Lodgings in his Night- 
Gown ; him they dragg’d by the Hair as far as their 
own College, threw him in the Canal, and beat him 
feverely: Which done, they fallied out with Sabres in 
their Hands, and wounded feveral People that came to 
the Student’s A fliftance; but the Prefident having fent 
thither the Town-Guard, they weré obliged to betake 
themfelves to their College. The Prefident at the fame 
Sime reclaim’d the Létheran Student: But the Restor 
bs 3: Ok would 
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would not let him go, "till the Student ef his College 
was fet at Liberty firft. While this Exchange was 
making, fome of the Trained Bands of the Town were 
order’d to poft themfelves before the Jefuits College, 
to proteét them from the enraged Fopulace ; but when 
the Students fir’d upon them, and threw Stones from 
within, it was not poilible to reftrain the People, who 
forc’d open the Gate, and were doing what they could 
to revenge the Students Cruelty, when in that very 
Inftant the Town-Clerk, who had got the Lutheran Stu- 
dent fet at Liberty, came and obliged them to retire. 
It was then thought that the Riot was over; but the 
Guards that were pofted before the College had fcarce 
march’d off, when the Students from within fir'dagain, 
and threw Stones at the People, who forc’d open the 
Gate. again, plunder’d the College, and committed 
great Diforders, till a Detachment of the Garrifon and 
Trained Bands came to the Jefuits Affiflance, and di- 
fperfed the People, Gc. © 





Tho” thefe Accounts are widely different, neverthe- 
Jefs, upon the loud Complaints, and at the Profecution 
of the Jefuits, an Indi&tment was preferr’d by the King 
of Poland’s Solicitor-General, before the Royal A ffefforial 
Tribunal, or High Court of Poli/h Chancery, wherein the 
Inhabitants of Thorn were charged, ‘ With raifing a 
Sedition and Tumult, on a very fmall Provocation, 
* and laying impious and violent Hands on Perfons and 
* Places devoted to God’s Service, with the manifeft Con- 
‘ nivance of their Rulers and Magiftrates, whofe Office 
‘and Duty it was to prevent the fame, and in open De- 
* fiance and Contempt of the Conftitutions of the Repub- 
‘lick of Poland, and of all Laws Humane and Divine.* 
This heinous Accufation was urged with all the Flou- 
rifhes and Aggravations of Oratory; but tho’ it was 
fupported by no other Evidence than the Depefitions of 
the Jefuits, and feveral fuborned Witneffes, yet con- 
trary to all the known and received Rules and Forms 
of Juflice, without allowing the Perfons accufed, fuf- 
ficient Time to prepare for, and to make their Defence, 
nor fo much as giving them a Hearing; the faid Court 
of Chancery pafs’d the following Sentence. 

* © sft. The Prefident Burgomafter Ro/ner, and the Vice- 
© Prefident Czernich, for neglécting to do the Duty of 
* their refpective Offices, and thereby countenancing the 
$ Sedition and Tumult of the Populace, were declar’J 
Opts i: tat ow oe gai ‘guilty 
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£ guilty of Capital Crimes, and therefore adjudg’d to i 


“be beheaded, and their Eftates confifcated, to defray 
“ the Expences the Town had been at, to carry on this 
© Profecution, and to repair the Loffes fuftain’d by 
© the Reverend Fathers of the Society of Je/us, upon 
© Occ:fion of the faid Tumult. 

“2dly, Gerard Thomas, Burgrave, and Zimmerman, 
© Vice-Burgrave, for not ufing their Endeavours to ap- 
© peafe the Fury of the Multitude, were declared infa- 
“mous, incipable of holding any Place of Truft, ang 
-* to be confin’d for a certain Time. 

* 3dly, Harder, Moab, and thirteen more, mentioned 
© by Name in the Sentence, to be beheaded, as the firft 
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* Aggreffors in the Affault made upon the College of | 


* the Reverend Fathers the Jefuits. 

© qthly, Carvife, Schultz, and feveral others, for ha- 
“ving impioufly abus’d and prophan’d the Sacred Ima- 
© ges of the Holy Virgin Mary, to have firft their Right 
“Hands cut off, and to be afterwards quartered and 
© burnt. 


© sthly, Grefford and Silber, Two Officers of the Gar- | 


© rifon of Thorn, for not endeavouring to prevent the 


* Firing upon the Jefuits College, to pay a Fine, and be | 


* committed Prifoners to the Tower. 

“6thly, The other Infringers and Invaders of the 
© Ecclefiaftical Immunities, mention’d in the Sentence, 
‘© to be fin’d and imprifon’d in the Tower, and the Mo- 


© ney arifing from the Muléts, to be laid out in erc&ting | 


*a Stone Pillar, with the Statue of the Blefled Virgin | 
“on the Top, upon the Spot of Ground where her Sa- | 


“cred Image was defaced and burnt, to ferve for an |. 


“ everlatting Memorial and Attonement of that horrid 
* Impicety. 

Thefe Six Articles of the Decree fhew the Vin- 
dictive, the remaining manifeft the Encroaching Spirit 
of Popery. 

‘ othly, That one Half of the Magiftrates of Thorn 
© be Roman Catholicks, and in Order thereto, that after 
“the Execution of the prefent Sentence, the Royal Com- 
* miffaries take Care, to put Roman Catholicks in the 
© Room of fuch Lutherans, Burgomafters and Counfel- 
* lors as are hereby declar’d criminal. 

* $thiv, In order, in fome Meafure, to retrieve the 
* Honour of God, and of the Bleffed Virgin his Mother, 


POE EERIE 


“*> impioufly and heinoufly affronted, the Lutheray § 
* Church dedicated tothe Virgin Mary, fhall be deliverd [ 


© up 
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“upto the Bernardine Fryars, as of Right belonging to 
“them, together with the Convent, which the Lutherans 
€ have turn’d into a.School. 

‘othly, That the Lutheran Schools and Seminarié¢s 
“be remov’d from the City of Thort to fome remote 
‘Part of the Suburbs, or to feme Neighbouring Vil- 
* lages. 
, erase, That the Romifh Proceffions, perform’d in 
¢the other Parts of the Kingdom of Poland, be like- 
¢ wife introduc’d and made at proper Times in the Ci- 
“ty of Thorn, where it is intended, that the publick 
¢Exercife of the Holy Roman Catholick Religion be 
© countenanc’d and encotraged more and more for the 
* firture. F 
. £11thly, In Cafe the City of Thorn go about and en- 
*deavour to prevent the. Execution of the. prefent Sen- 
“tence, they fhall be adjudg’d and declar’d guilty of 
“High Treafon, and fuffer as Rebels, 

‘And the Royal Commiffaries are hereby enjoyn- 





ed forthwith to repair to Thorn, to put this Sentence in 


‘due Execution, with the Affiftance of the Military 
* Power, &c. : 
This Sentence was executed in the following Manner : 


On the laft Day of November, N.S. Prince Lubomir- 
sky came before the Town of Thorn with 2400 Men of 
the Crown Troops which were pofted in all the Avenues. 
This doae, he fent a Detachment of Dragoons into 
the City, te apprehend all fuch as were fpecify’d in 
his Lift, the two principal of which, to wit the Prefi- 
dent Rofner and Vice-Prefident Cxernick, were drage’d 
from the Church, as they were performing their Devo- 
tions, They being thus fecured, Prince Lubomirsky en- 
ter'd the City himfelf with 800 of his Men, and imme- 
diately order’d a Scaffold tobe ere&ted. The City Coun- 
cil, tho’ terrifv’d and trembling, offer’d to make an Ap- 
peal fo the King, but the Prince would not admit of 
it. However, feveral Expreffes were immediately dif- 
patch’d : One of them to the King, with moft fubmif- 
five Supplications for Refpite, “till fuch Time at leaft, 
as the Proteflant Powers had interpofed their good 
Offices ; urging withal, That the Emperor’s Clemency 
with Refpeé to the City of Hamburgh, where the Houfe 
and Chapel of his Minifter had been demolith’d by the 
Mob, was a Precedent of Mercy worthy the Imitation of 


his Polifh Majefty ; the wather becaufe in the Tumult 


at 
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at Hamburgh, the Sacrednefs of the Imperial Dignity 
itfelf was ftruck at; whereas the Riot at Thorn was on- 
ly attended with fome Diforders ; and yet the Empe- 
ror contented himfelf with laying a Fine upon the Ham 
burghers, and obliging the Magiftrates to fend a Deputa- 
tion to Vienna to beg Pardon. ’Tis very probable, thefe 
Reprefentations would have enclin’d the King of Poland 
to mitigate the cruel Sentence; of which the Jefuits 
being apprehenfivé, to fecure their Revenge, prevailed 
with Prince Lubomirsky and the Royal Commiflaries, 
not only to difpatch an Exprefs to the Court, to pre. 
vent the granting of any Refpite ; but likewife to an- 
ticipate the Execution of the Sentence, (which was fix'd 
to the 15th of December, N. S.) by eight Days. 

Accordingly, on the 7th of December, N.S. the Ca 
valry enter’d the City, furrounded the Old Town- 
Houfe, and between Four and Five a-Clock, Mr. Ro/- 
ner, firft Prefident, was beheaded in the Inner Court by 
Torch-light, and before no other SpeStators but- the Je- 
fuits, and the Royal Commiffaries with their Satel- 
lites. 

It is obfervable, that for eight and forty Hours before 
his Execution, the Jefuits and Popith Friars were con- 
tinually bufy in endeavouring, by fair and foul Means 
to perfuade the Prefident toturn his Religions but he 
refifted all Temptations, and with a calm and ferene 
Mind, told them, Be fatisfy’d with my Body, my Soul is my 
Saviour’s. 

The fame Day at Eight a-Clock, the Infantry were 
potted at the four Avenues to the Market-Place, there 
the Scaffold wasere&ted, and, about an Hour after, Mef- 
fieurs Mafont, Hermets, Becker, Marty, and Meus, had 
firft their Hands cut off, and were afterwards beheaded. 
Carvife, Schultz, and Haffen, had alfo their Right Hands 
and Heads ftruck off, with this Addition, that their Bo- 
dies were quarter’d on a Wheel, and then burnt under 
the Gallows. Anda Carpenters Boy, who clofed this 
bloody Scene, was cut open alive, had his noble Parts 
torn from his Entrails, and flapped in his Face, and was 
afterwards beheaded and quarter’d. 

Thefe nine Perfons were all of the Lutheran Religion, 
iniwhich, like the Prefident, they firmly pcrfevered, 
notwithftanding the repeated Solicitations and Promifes 
of Pardon made to them by the Jefuits ; being fill’d 
with Joy at their fuffering Martyrdom for their Belicf, 
and confcious of no Crime. One of thefe Victims, with 

a loud 
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a loud Voice exprefs’d himfelf thus: Our good old Fa- 
ther, (meaning the Prefident) is gone before uss let us 
his innocent Cnildren, follow his Footfteps with Chearful- 
nes: May God, the juft Fudge of all Men, convert our 
Enemies ! 

Another Circumftance in this Tragedy ‘is worth Ob- 
fervation. The Executioner either weary of or relent. 
ng at fhedding fo much Blood, could not perform his 

ce with his ‘ufual Dexterity ; fo that feveral of the 
wretched Victims remain’ for fome Time gafping, 
and ftruggling between Life and Death, which raifed 
fuch a Horror in the Beholders, that many of the 
Roman Catholicks themfelves could not refrain from 


Tears. 

The moft bloody Part of the horrid Sentence being 
thus executed, the fame Afternoon, the Royal Commif- 
faties took Poffeflion of the Principal Lutheran Church 
of St. Mary, and deliver’d it up to the Bernardine Monks, 
who, the next Day, affifted by the Jefuits and the other 
Popifh Clergy of Thorn, caufed Te Deum to be fung in 
it. 





The next Day, four of the Citizens of Thorn were 
publickly whipt by the Hands of the Common Hang- 
man, and afterwards the other Parts of the Black Sen- 
tence were executed. One Heyder only, who ftood con- 
Gemned todie, for returning one of the Jefuits Students 
aSlap on the Face, compounded for his Life, by giving 
up his Religion, and turning Roman Catholick. The 
Vice-Prefident Cuernick alfo found fome Favour: For 
the City Council having, in the moft humble and ear- 
neft Manner, befought the King of Poland to take his 
Cafe into his Royal Confideration, his Poli/h Majetty 
granted their Requeft, and having already found by 
the Report of the Evidence, that there was no Ground 
for his Condemnation, gave him his Pardon, and wrote 
the following Letter to the Council of Thorz. 


HE Contents of your moft humble Interceffion in 
Favour of John-Henry Cxernick, Vice-Prefident Bur- 
gomafter, dated the oth Inftant, have been refpeitfully 
reprefented to us. As we have much at Heart the fal 
Condition, to which the good City of Thorn has been 
reduc’d by the Jate Tumult, after having been on other 
Accounts expofed to great Calamities,. we had heartily 
with’d, that the Conjunéture of Affairs would have per- 
Mitted to pronounce in our Name a lefs rigorous Sen- 
tence, 
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tence, 6r at leaft to moderate it in its Execution: And 
the Pardon we have granted of our own Accord, to the 
faid Vice-Prefident Caernick, before we received your 
Letter of Interceffion, will thew you, That we are ra- 
ther inclin’d to a&t actcording to the Diétates of our pa- 
ternal Love, than according to the Rigour of Juftice. 





Sign’d, 
Auguftus King. 


Warfaw, Dec.’ nd underneath, 
13 1724+ | 
‘}. A. Count De Fleming, 


However, the Vice-Prefident paid dear enough for his 
Life ; fince he not only loft his Employment, but was 
Hkewife fin’d in a confiderable Sum, and his Houfe, 
adjoining to the Jefuits College, was forfeited arid be- 
ftow’d omthat Fraternity, who, befides this, were al- 
Jowed 22000 Florins, for the Damages they pretended 
they had fuftain’d. 


To the foregoing Account we will add another that 


was publith’d at Berlin, anddiffers in fome Particulats 
from the former. 


Abftrakt of the Affair of Fhotn, publifi’d at Berlin, in 


the Germah Tongue. 


T HE Tribunal ere&ted at Warfaw, befote which the 
Jefuits brought the Affair of Thorn, was compos’é 
not only of its ordinary Members, but of feveral Ec- 
clefiaftical and Secular Senators befides, who were Depu- 
ties in the General Diet of the Kingdom: of Poland, 
then affembied. 

The fefuits, to cement the Hatred of the Judges, moft 
of whom were fworn Enemies to the Proteftants, ent- 
loy’d the moft Eloquent of their Society to manage the 
rofecution ; who being feconded by the Attorney-Ge- 
neral’s Wicar, named Doringowski, they obtain’d the in- 
famous Decree formerly mentioned, which was pro- 
nounc’d the 16th of November, without permitting the 
poor City of Thorn to make the leaft Defence ; ali the 
Benefit of Law, granted in other Cafes to the greatcft 
Crimvini Is being refus’d them, + 
: 
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To put this Sentence in Execution, twenty-oneCom- 
aniflioners were appointed to meet at T’/orn upon the sth 
of December, The whole was confirm’d by a Conftitu- 
tion of the Diet of the Kingdom. The Great Generals 
of both Nations (Poland and Lithuania) were ordered to 
furnith Troops fufficient to cover the Execution; and 
the Commiffaries were authorized to hear the Com- 
plaints made againft the City, ahd to take Cognizance 
thereof. 

Matters being thus prepared, three Burgomafters, a 
Senator, and the others mention’d in the Sentence, were 
clapt up in Prifon. On the sth of December the Com- 
miffion was opened; and the Jefuits produced half a 
Dozen fuborn’d and exceptionable Witnefles, who were, 
however , permitted to give in their Evidence upon Oath 5 
tending to prove that the Prifoners were worthy of 
Death, and the other Penalties contain'd in the Sentence ; 
after which, according to the Laws of Poland, no De- 
fence isheard or admitted. 

On the 7th, before Break ef Day, the Prefident Ro/- 
mer, a venerable Magittrate, aged 65, was beheaded ; 
and his Body was put intoa Cofin, and expos’d to pub- 
lick View till Ten a-Clock at the Old Town-Houfe, 
to fatiate the Revenge of the Nobility and Clergy. The 
Day and Night before his tragical End, he underwent 
continual Temptations of the Jefuits and other Fryars, 
who try’d both Promifes and Threats to oblige him to 
change his Religion ; but he was as immoveable as a 
Rock, and to get rid of them, faid, Content your /elves 
with my Body : As for my Soul, that is my Saviour’s. 

The others that were: condemned, were executed at 
Ten a-Clock. There were among them feven Burghers, 
a Button-maker’s Apprentice, and a Carpenter. This 
lait, and three of the Burghers, had their Right Hands 
cut off before the Execution. One was quarter’d, who 
receiving the Holy Sacrament a few Moments before 
his Death, declar’d, That he had never fet Foot within the 
Fefuits College, during the whole Courfe of his Life, much 
de/s at the Time of the unhappy Tumult ; tho’ the falfe 
Witneffes depofed the contrary upon Oath. Thefe four 
were after Execution, burnt near the Gallows, and the 
five others honourably interr’d. : 

' All the ten Perfons executed, were of the Lutheran 
Religion, and conftantly perfevered in it to the lait, fo 
What the numerous Solicitations and Promifes of Pardon 
ee a Fa make 
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made to them, were not able to fhake their Integrity. 
They were fill’d with a Holy Joy in fuffering Martyr. 
dom for the Faith, without being guilty of any Crime, 
One of thofe Burghers fpoke out with a loud Voice, 
Our Good Father (meaning the Prefident that had already 
been executed) és. gone before us 3 let us his innocent Chile 
dren follow his Steps with Pleafure and Chearfulne/s, and 
leave God the righteous Fudge to convert our Enemies. 

Among thofe that were condemned to die, was a Bure 
gher, one Heyder, who, to fave his Life, chofe to em- 
brace the Romi/h Religion as foon as the Commiffion was 
fettled to carry on the Profecution, and who, by fo do- 
ing obtain’d his Pardon. Which is a more plain Indi- 
cation than any thing, that all the Crime thefe poor 
People had been guilty of, was their being of the Pro- 
teftant Religion. For if they had been difpofed to fol- 
law.the Example of that Apoftate, the Procefs would 
not only have been carry’d on after another Manner, 
but there would have been another Kind of Sentence. 

Neverthelefs the Vice-Prefident Czernick, by the In- 
tercefion-of many Perfons, obtained a Pardon without 
changing his Religion. Which Pardon mutft be confirm’d 
by the King of Poland, and there is no Doubt to be made, 
but his Majefty will accordingly confirm it ; for if the 
whole Affair had depended folely on the Grand Pleafure 
and Pardon of a King of fo much Juftice, Goodnefs and 

Jemency, or if it had been juftly reprefented to him, 
with all its true Circumftances, without any Falfifica- 
tion, there would not have been near fo much innocent 
Blood fhed as there has been. : 

After the bloody Tragedy aéted on the oth of Decem- 
ber, they proceeded to execute the other Articles of the. 
Sentence. The Lutherans had the Mortification to fee the 
fine Church of St. Mary’s taken from them, and given 
into the Hands of the Roman Catholicks. 

On the 14th, the Magifirates were obliged to proceed 
to the Choice of the Common Council, and it was with 
great Difficulty that they found one fingle Roman Ca- 
tholick. that had the leaft Qualification to be ele&ted, all 
Foreigners being excluded by the Laws of the City. 
Yet the Jefuits found Means to place four Roman Catho- 
lick Members in the Senate, two of whom are of the 
Fewifh Race, and two Foreigners, and all four not un- 
derftanding a Word of High Datch, tho” that’s the Lan- 
guage in which all the City Bufine’s js tranfatted, ror 

they 
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,they toek for*an Echevin or Sheriff, a broken Tradef- 
man, a Hatter, that knew not how to write or read. 
“The Jefuits gave ina Bill of the Damages they pre- 
tended to have fuffer’d, and offer’d to fwear to it, accord- 
ing ta. which Bill they demand 35000 Florins of the City, 
tho’ all.the Damage they fuftain’d does not exceed 1000 
Florins, and that the whole College is not worth the 
Sum Total of their Demand. 
- They caus’d an Epithalamium of Gueret, the Dean of 
the Lutheran Pafiors, to be burnt by the Common Hang- 
man. Neverthelefs, the Jefuits were not able to come 
at aCopy of it; fo that what they committed to the 
Flames was only a Bit of Paper with an In{fctription. 
The. Commiffioners demanded of the Court the Confif- 
cation of the Eftates of the faid Dean, and of the Ger- 
man and Poli/h Paftors of the New-Town, who choft to 
retire, rather than be facrificed to the Fury of their 
Enemies. Butthis Demand was entirely rejected. 

The Sheriff Radfiki brought the Apoftate Heyder’s Son 
before the Commiffioners, who is a little Boy but thir- 
teen Years of Age, whom the Jefuits have taken into 
their Convent. 

The. Prefident Ro/ner’s Eftate is made over to the City 
of Thorn, towards Payment of the Damages pretended to 
be fuffer’d by the Jefuits. 

This Commiffion, which ftay’d at Thorn "till the 18th 
of December, wanting a Day of a Fortnight, has coft the 
City 40000 Florins. Moreover, Five or fix Soldiers 
were quarter’d upon every Proteftant Burgher, who were 
obliged to maintain them, even in Superfluities, on Pain 

. of being treated with an unparallel’d Inhumanity. So 
that the Mifery and Calamity in that poor City is fo ter- 
sible, that "tis not poflible to reprefent the fame in true 
Colours. . : 

The Commiffioners of the Republick of Poland retiring 
from Thorn the 18th of Desember, the Dragoons and o- 
ther Soldiers march’d out at the fame Time; fo that the 
Citizens, who had been oblig’d to furnifh them with 
Provifions and other neceffaries, befides Money, were 
om deliver’d from that intolerable Yoke of Oppref- 

on. 

One of the falfe Witnefles employ’d by the Jefuits 
againft this poor City, being ask’d by fome of his 
Friends, How he. could in Confcience fwear fo many 

innocent People out of their Lives, fince he was not in 
| ‘own during the Tumult? He made this Anfwer, © The 

, ies © Lutherans 
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§ Lutherans and all other Hereticks ate look’d upon by 
< us Catholicks, as Men condemned to be burnt; and: 
_ When we can contribute to bring any to the Flames, 
< We believe with the Church, that it is doing a meri.’ 

torious Work.” And when he was told, that fuch a 
barbarous Proceeding as that, wasvery much unbecoming 
Chriftians, he had nothing to fay, ‘ But that both he and 
“ the other Witneffes had been thoyoughly inftruéted by 
“the Jefuits, and that moreover, the Excommunication, 
© which the Holy Father thundered every Year at Rome, ' 
< againtt all Hereticks, entirely fatisfy’d their Confci- 

ences. tt 

One of the Commiffioners appointed to put the De- 
cree in Execution, was the more forward to haften it, 
in Hopes of recovering his Sight, which is almoft en-’ 
tirely loft, the Jefuits having affur’d him, That if he 
did this good Work, to revenge the Injury done to the 
Honoyr of the Mother of God, fhe wotJd not fail to 
have Regard to it. Mean time this Gentleman‘ conti- 
nues as blind as ever. qisphe 





Meanwhile the Proteftant Powers failed not to inter- 
pofe their good Offices in this Affair; and firft the King 
of Prufia, who wrote the following Letter to the King 
of Poland. Coes hth 


Tie King of Pruflia’s firft Letter.to the King of Poland. 


WW cannot forbear acquainting your Majefty 
how deeply we have becn affli&ted by the fe- 
vere Sentence lately pafs’d and publith’d againft the 
Inhabitants of Thorn, on Account of the unhappy Tu- 
mult that arofe there. Nothing indeed could more move 
our Compaffion, than to fee thofe poor People of our 
Communion proceeded againft, not only with Fire and 
Sword, under the Pretence of avenging God’s Honour, 
but alfo with taking away their Church and School, and 
overturning: the Conftitution of that City, in order to 
Compleat the Oppreflionef the Proteftant Inhabitants. 
Had the City of Thorn been guilty of an open’ and a- 
vow'd Rebellion againft your Majefty, and even of the 
bigheit Crimes, what harder Decree than this could 
have been pronounc’d again{ft them ? But as the whole 
Maticr in Queftion turns upon infliéting Punifhment 
for a Tumuit raifed by the Populace againft fome 
Pisetehed Jefuits, tho’ the fame Tumult kas been ma- 


Cicufly eccafion’d and fomented by themfelves 5; your 
Majetty 
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Majefty cannot but judge, according to your great Wif- 
dom, that the fevere Punifhment determined by the 
Sentence, bears no Manner of Proportion with, the Ex- 
cefs committed, and that it is againft all Reafon, that 
for the Sake of a few People’s Mifcarriage, fo many In- 
nocents fhould fuffer, and a whole Town’ be ruin’d. 
Nay all the reafonable World will naturally conclude, as 
it is too manifeft by the numberlefs Circumftances of 
this Affair, that fuch a terrible Sentence, far from be- 
ing founded upon an impartial Adminiftration of Ju~ 
ftice, entirely proceeded from a venomous Hatred on 
Account of their Religion, inflamed by all the Artifi- 
ces and falfe Suggeftions of the Jefuits ; and that they 
boldly laid Hold of this: Opportunity totake away the 
Lives and Eftates of the poor Diffenters at Thorn, and 
even to deprive them at once of their Rights and Privi- 
Teges. Your Majefty’s Juftice and Propeniity to pro- 
te&t Innocence oppreffed being fo well known, we hope 
that you will never permit the Execution of fuch a 
bloody Sentence, by which the Glory of your Majefty’s 
Reign would for éver be tarnifh’d. We therefore moft 
earneftly defire your Majefty to put a Stop to that Exe- 
cution, and to have the whole Affair anew, and tho- 
roughly éxamin’d by an impartial Commiffion, com- 
pos’d of juft and moderate Members of both Religions ; 
to admit the Impeached to plead and defend their Inno- 
cence, and if any be found guilty, to thew rather Mer- 
cy than the ftrifteft Juftice ; and efpecially to protest 
and maintain that City in their Privileges and Liber- 
ties; but above all to prevent the Effufion of fo much 
Chriflian Blood, which cannot be fpilt without the grea- 
tet Cruelty. Your Majefty will not take it amifs, that 
‘we concern ourfelves fo far. for that City, fince we are 
bound in Confcience todo itin an Affair which affects 
thofe that are of the fame Communion with us; befides 
that, we are fully entitled by the Peace of Oliva, to ftand 
up for the Prefervation of that City, and all that has been 
ftipulated for them, as well as for the other Cities of 
Polifh Prufia, by the Inftrument of the faid Treaty, 
and to defend them as far as it is requifite. We 
are likewife convinced, that the other Powers con- 
cern’d in the Peace of Oliva, and particularly the 
Guarantees, cannot fee with Indifference, the faid Trea- 
ty of Peace thus infringed and invalidated by the a. 
bovertiention’d Execution. On the other Hand, your 
Majefty may be affured, that you will highly oblige as 

well 
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well us as alf other Proteftant Powers in Europe, by ta. 
king under your Prote€tion this poor City, almoft re. 
duc’d to Defpair, and preferving it from the utter Ruin 
it is threaten’d with, and which may be attended with 
dangerous Confequerices. We refer ourfelves to what 
gur Major-General and Envoy Extraordinary Van 
Schwerin, and his Brother out Counfiller of Finances, 
€&c. will-have the Honour to reprefent furthet to your 
Majefty on that Head. In Expe€tation of a favoura- 
ble and fo much defired Declaration, we remain, &c, 








Berlin, Nov. 28, 1724. 
FREDERICK-WILLIAM, King, &: 
The King of Prufia wrote likewife on the fame 


Subjeé to feveral other Proteftant Potentates the follow- 
ing Letters. . 


The King of Pruffia’s Letter to the King of Great Britain. 
b gris Majefty cannot be ignorant of the moft 


dreadful Sentence iffu’d from the Affefforial Tri- 
bunal of Warfaw againft the poor City of Thorn, and 
its Proteftant Inhabitants, by which feveral confidera- 
ble Perfons and others of the fame Communion, on Ac- 
count of a Tumult raifed by the Populace againft the 
Jefuits, and the Exceffes committed on that Occafion, 
have been condemned to a moft rigorous and moft infa- 
mous Death, the City depriv’d of their Church and 
School, the whole Conftitution of their Magiftracy 
overturned, and in a Word, all their Privileges, ac- 
quired at fo dear a Rate, and confirmed to them by the 
Treaty of Oliva, taken from them ; and aJl this upon the 
falfe Reports of the Jefuits, and the Evidence they 
have fuborn’d to make their Relation more plaufible, 
and without fo much as giving the Impeached a due 
Hearing for their Defence ; the whole being carry’d on 
in fo unjuft and crying a Manner, that few Precedents 
of fuch cruel Injuftice can be produc’d. The Fury of 
the Romi/h Clergy in Poland is come to fuch a Height, 
that they are now endeavouring not only at the total 
Ruin of the City of Thorn, but likewife at the utter 
Extirpation of all the Diffenters in that Kingdom, 
which they do not fcruple to boaft publickly of : Accor- 
dingly, certain Conftitutions tending thereto, were = 
y 
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dy prepar’d, and would have been publifh’d, had the lat 
jrmtted Diet been brought to its defigned End, whereby 
the Remainder of the Proteftant Churches in Poland arid 
Lithuania had been at once deftroy’d. 
, The Conftitutions of the Kingdom of Poland, and e- 
Specially the Patta Conventa, or the Capitulations which 
the Republick makes with the Kings at their Elettion, 
and particularly thofe made and corroborated by the moft 
folemn Oaths by the prefent King, concerning the Pro- 
teGtion of the Diffenters, are indeed couch’d in Terms 
fo binding and advantageous to them, that nothing more 
could be defir’d; but no Manner of Regard is had to it, 
and the Court of the King of Poland, by an unaccoun- 
table: Gonnivence; and Relaxation, gives the Komi/h 
Clergy in Poland fuch a Latitude in all their projected 
Perfecutions. againft the Proteflants, that if God Al- 
-mighty does not interpofe by fome extraordinary Ways 
and Means, nothing can be expeéted from it but the Lofs 
of all the Proteftant Churches fiill fubfifting in Poland 
and Lithuania. In fhort, this Affair is comte to that Pafs, 
that it is not poflible for the Proteftant Powers inEuwrepe, 
and particularly your Majetty, who hasalready given fo 
many glorious Inftances of your indefatigable Care for 
the Prefervation of God’s Church, to look on the total 
Oppreffion of thofe of their Communion, without being 
-‘mov’d with the deepeft Compailion, and animated to 
an equally pious and glorious Endeavour to refcue and 
-proteét oppreffed Innocence. As for my Part, I am 
-Teady and willing, as bound in Confcience, faithfully 
‘toaflift your Majefty in every thing which you will 
judge fit and expedient for this End, and to conttibute 
the utmoft of my Power towards it: I have alfo wrote 
a Letter to his Polifi Majefty in Favour of the City of 
Tharn, of which.I fend your Majefty a Copy here en- 
¢clos'd; But as I am apprehenfive that my Interceflion 
alone, without being back’d and feconded by your Ma- 
_jefty, will not be powerful enough to avert the great 
- Calamity that City, and all the Proteftants in Poland aud 
Lithuaniaare threaten’d withjI leave it to your Majefty’s 
great Wifdom, whether it would not be proper to fend 
an Exprefs Minifter to Poland, and to take other conve- 
-nient Meafures in Behalf of that diftreffed People. Ef 
have already ordered my Miniiters in Peland to a& in 
fuch Cafe in Concert with veur Majefty’s Minitlers, in 
order to prevent the Effufion of fo much innocent Chri- 
Bian Blood, to preferve ~ maintain that City in their 


wile 
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Conftitution, Privileges, and Liberties, and to procure 
fome Relief to the reft of the Proteftants in Poland and 
Lithuania. 

Your Majefty, by being a Guarantee of the Treaty of 
Oliva, is every way entitled to concern yourfelf ina 
particular Manner, for the City of Thorn, and the Pre- 
fervation of their Rights and Privileges, which leaves 
mé no Manner of Doubt that your Majefty will magna- 
nimoufly refolve it, and do all that will be requifite on 
this Occafion, I remain, &c. 





Berlin, December 2, 1724. 
FREDERICK-WILLIAM, R, 


At the fame Time the King of Prufia wrote to their 
Danifh and Swedifh Majefties in the fame Words, fave on- 
jy that in the Letter to the King of Denmark, the lat 
Paragraph was left out, and that the fame Paragraph 
in that to the King of Sweden, had the Word Compa 
feifcent or Contrafting Party, inflead of the Word Guae 
rantee. 


The King of Pruffia’s Letter to the Czar of Mufcovy. 


T HE Reprefentations which your Majefty has cau- 
fed to be made to the King and Republick of P» § 
jand, in Favour of the Non-Conformifts, who are op- 
prefs’d and perfecuted there to the aft Degree, and par- 
ticularly of the Evangelical Inhabitants of Thorns have 
given us a great deal of Joy: But to our inexpreflible 
Sorrow, we perceive, that thefe Remonftrances had no 
better Succeffes, than what we ourfelf had made by 
Letter, and dire&tly by Word of Mouth, by our Mini- 
fters- to the King of Poland ; but that on the contrary, 
fo little Regard has been paid to them on the Part of Pe- 
dand, that it rather appears, they took a Pride in fhew- 
ing toall the World, that they contemn’d both your Im- 
perial Majefty’s Interceffion and ours, they even precipi- 
tated the Execution of the bloody Sentence againft the 
Inhabitants of Thorn, and committed fuch unheard of 
Cruelties againft thofe poor innocent Vi&tims, that Po- 
fterity will hardly believe them, or confider them with- 
out Deteftation, as the Rational Part of the World does 
at this Time, 

And 
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* And as it is apparent, that the Malice of the Popith 
- Clergy is not glutted, nor even affwaged by the Sacrifice 
of fo much innocent Blood ; but that they would more- 
over deprive the Town of Thorn of its Privileges, Li- 
berties, and Prerogatives, fo juftly acquir’d; take from 
the Evangelical, their Churches and Schools; and in 
fhort, turn both the Ecclefiaftical and Civil Govern- 
ment quite topfy turvy ; which is a manifeft and infup- 
portable Violation of the Treaty of Oliva, that coft fo 
much Blood, Money and Pains, and in Maintenance 
whereof your Imperial Majefty does particularly con- 
cern yourfelf, as well as we and other Powers of the 
North: We leave it to your Majefty to confider,whether 
it is not convenient for you to make it a common Caufe 
with us and the faid Powers, to engage the King and 
Republick of Poland to reftore the Town of Thorn to its 
ancient State, as well with Regard to Spirituals and 
Temporals, as to all the Rights, Privileges and Preroga~- 
tives,de pending thereupon, agreeably to the Tenor of the 
Treaty of Oliva; as alfo to redrefs what has been done 
amifs in Contradi&tion to the fame, and to reftore to the 
—- what has been fo unjuftly taken from 
them. 

Your Imperial Majefty may be entirely faitsfy’d of 
our Concurrence, and that of the other Evangelical 
Powers, in this geod Work; and that we will fecond 
your Majefty’s Efferts with allour Zeal and Power: 
And we will upon all Occafions make Returns of Ser- 
vice and Affiftance to the Greek Churches in Poland, out 
of Confideration and Friendfhip for your Imperial Ma- 
jefty. We expe& your Refolution in this Matter as 
Ses as poflible, &c. 





Sign’d, 


Berlin, "Fan. 9, 1725. 
FRDERICK-WILLIAM. 


His Pruffian Majefty’s fecond Letter to the King of Poland. 


E have heard that the bloody Sentence, too well 

known to your Majefty, has already been exe~ 

cuted, even before the Expiration of the fatal Time ap- 
pointed for that Scene: Nor do we doubt, but your Ma- 
jefty has been inform’d of the Judgment which all the 
reafonable Part of Mankind, without Diftin®tion of Re- 
ligions, paffes upon it, and of the Idea Men form to 
G2 themflvesg 
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themfelves, of the Juftice and Chrittianity of thofe wha 
had a Share in the Sentence and Execution. As for our 
Part, we leave it to the Wifdom of God to revenge fo 
eruel and barbarous an Aétion. 

Meanwhile, as the Perfecutors are not yet glutted 
with the Effufion of fo much innocent Blood, which 
cries for Vengeance ; but moft of the dead Bodies of 
thofe Martyrs were deny’d Chriflian Burial, and not on- 
ly fo, but Attacks are aftually made upon the Churches, 
the Schools, and Magiftracy of the Town of Thorn, 
whereby the Form of its Government is to be en- 
tirely fubverted 5; which cannot be done without break. 
ing in dire&tly upon the Treaty of Oliva: We, who have 
fo great an Intereft in the Maintenance of that Treaty, 
cannot help making the above Reprefentation to your 
Majefty, and exhorting you to the Obfervation of fa 
materia! a Point of the faid Treaty, as is the third Para- 
graph of Article III. and the firft Paragraph of Article 
XXXV. And we arein Hopes that your Majefty will 
pay Regard to it, and fo order Affairs, that the Town of 
thorn may be left in the full Enjoyment of its juft 
Privileges, Liberties, and Prerogatives, with Refpett 
both to Spirituals and Temporals, and that Reparation 
be made of the Injuries already done. Without which, 
the Evangelical Powers, and particularly thofe, who as 
Guarantees of the Treaty of Oliva, are oblig’d to main- 
tain it, cannot but take this Affair to Heart. Wherefore _ 
your Majefty will be pieas’d toavoid giving them Occa- 
fion to employ the Means neceffarily made Ufe of in 
fuch Cafes, according to the Divine and Human Laws, 
and among others, that of making Reprifals in their own 
Dominions, and letting their Roman Catholick Subjefs 
feel fome Part of the Miferies which the poor Evange-. 
Jical of Poland have fo unjuftly endur’d. We were un- 
‘willing to conceal thefe Things from your Majefty, and 
are for the reit, Gc. 


The King of Pruffia’s Letter to the King of Denmark, 








Frederick-William, King, &c. Ge. 
Bae E pious Zeal and Concern which your Majefty 
difcovers in the famous Affair of Thorn, with Re- 


ond to the unjuit Proceedings carried on by the Polifh 
‘Court ; and the deteftable Cruelty exerted by the Ro- 
pif Clergy againftthe poor Evangelieal Inhabitants, is 
Pighly praife-worthy ; and the Almighty God wil] not 
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let go unrewarded the Pains your Majefty has taken for 
the Deliverance of thofe fo innocently perfecuted Peo- 
ple. But fince the Letter your Majefty wrete upon 
that Subje& to the King ef Poland, came fo late to Hand, 
that it could not be deliver’d before the Execution of the 
bloody Sentence againft thofe of Thorn was over 5; endea- 
yours muft now be ufed to prevent, at leaft, the total 
Change and Subverfion of the-State of Religion in that 
City: For which Purpofe, we have wrote to Day a 
Letter to the King of Poland, whereof we hereby fend 
your Majefty a Copy, leaving it to your Majefty’s Con- 
fideration, whether you will dothe fame. We remain, 
Ge. 





Sign’d, 


Berlin, Fam. 9, 1725. 


FREDERICK-WILLIAM. 


And underneath, 
ILGEN. 


The King of Pruflia’s Letter to the King of Sweden. 


Frederick-William, King, Ge. &c. 

: E make no Doubt but your Majefty has receiv’d 

our laft Letter about the unhappy Affair of 
Thorn, and foon after, the News of the bloody Sentence 
executed there; neither do we queftion but thofe infa- 
mous Cruelties and Proceedings, exerted by the Romi/h 
Clergy in Poland, and their Adherents, againft fo many 
innocent Perfons, have no lefs fenfibly touch’d your Ma- 
jefty than us, who cannot think of them without the 
greateft Com paflion towards fo many Martyrs fucrificed, 
anda juft Indignation againft thofe that had a Handin 
that blood-thirfty and impious Proceeding, or approved 
of it, or elfe backed it, and promoted its Execution. 
But'though the Vengeance of fuch a cruel and unwar- 
rantable Proceeding, detefted by all the reafonable Part 
of Mankind, muft be left to Divine Power; yet your 
Majefty will agree with us, that Things are now 
brought so fuch Extremities, as will overturn both the 
Ecclefiaftical and Civil Government of the City of Thorn, 
take from them their Liberties, Privileges and Rights, 
and deprive the Evangelical Inhabitants of their 
Churches and Schools, All the Powers concern’d ts the 
~s5 °°" reaty 
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Treaty of Peace of Oliva, and particularly your Maje- 
fty, and We, have all the Reafon in the World, ftrenu- 
oufly and effeCtually to oppofe fuch a manifeft Contra- 
vention of the faid Treaty of Peace, and likewife to 
fummon and require the Guarantees of the fame,to make 
good their promis’d Guarantry, in this Cafe, which ad- 
mits of no Exception, in order to contribute to, and 
effet the Prefervation of that City, with Refpeé& to 
their Liberties, Privileges and Rights. We on our Part, 
are not wanting in making due and preffing Inftances 
for it, wherever it is requifite; and offer again to con- 
cur with your Majefty, in all the Ways and Meafures 
your Majefty thinks fit to take for the Good and Pre- 
fervation of the City of Thorn, and all the other Pro- 
teftants in Poland, and to a& in Concert with you, pro- 
mifing ourfelves the fame on the Part of your Majefty. 
Expe&ing the Anfwer and Declaration you will be plea- 
Hed to make, we remain, Gc. 


Berlin, Fan. 9, 1725. 
The King of Denmark was not wanting to fhew his 


Zeal for the Proteftant Caufe, having on this Occafion, 
writ the following Letter to the King of Poland. 


The King of Benmark’s Letter to the King of Poland. 


OUR Majefty will undoubtedly call to Mind. the 

feveral Reprefentations we have made to you, and 
to the Republick of Poland, in a brotherly and cordial 
Manner ; and among others, thofe we have made by 
our laft Letter of the 14th of Zune, in Favour of thofe of 
our Communion in Poland and Lithuania, who are call’d 
Non-Conformifls, and who are daily oppreffed by the 
Romihh Clergy. 

We flatter’d ourfelves, that our Interceffions, would 
have engag’d your Majefty to put a Stop to thofe un- 
heard of Proceedings, to protect their Churches, to 
caufe thofe that have been taken from them fince the 
Peace of Oliva, to be reftor’d, to maintain them in the 
peaceable Exercife of their Religion, and to redrefs all 
their other Grievances ; and we founded our Hopes upon 
your Majefty’s known Equity. 

But we have feen with Grief, that not only your Ma- 
jefty and the Republick of Poland have entirely difre- 

’ garded 
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garded our juft Reprefentations, but alfo that they con- 
tinue to take away their Churches ; and that they are 
more and more endeavouring under any Pretext, and by 
indire&t Means, to deprive them entirely of their Rights 
and Privileges, confirm’d to them by the fundamental 
Laws of the Kingdom of Poland. 

Our Concern encreas’d beyond Expreflion, when we 
faw the dreadful Sentence of the laft Affefforial Tribu- 
nal of Warfaw again{t the poor City of Thorn and its 
Proteftant Inhabitants, by which feveral Perfons of Note 
and others, have not only been condemn’d to one of the 
moft cruel and infamous Deaths on Account of a Tumult 
and fome Exceffes of the Populace againft the Jefuits, 
but their Church moreover taken from them, their 
Schools demolifh’d, the Form of their Regency fubvert- 
ed; ina Word, their Privileges, fo dearly bought and 
confirm’d by the Peace of Oliva, deftroy’d, and all 
without any other Ground than the falfe Depofitions of 
the Jefuits, andthe Declarations of Witneifes of the 
fame Stamp with the Jefuits, without giving the Accufed 
a fuficient Time to prepare for their Defence, nor fo 
much as a Hearing ; having thus been condemn’din fuch 
ahafty andtumultuous Manner, that few Inftances can 
be produc’d ef fuch a Partiality and Injuftice. 

his affords us Ground to believe, that the Jefuits 
have themfelves rais’d this Tumult, with a View to 
have an Opportunity to deprive at once the Proteftants, 
in a moft horrid Manner, of their Lives, Honours, E- 
ftates and Privileges: The rather, fince the Hatred of 
the Roman Clergy is grown to fuch a Pitch, that unlefs 
God interpofes, the Proteftant Religion will be utterly 
extinguifh’d in all Poland and Lithuania, notwith{tand- 
ing the Precautions taken to fecure their Liberties and 
Privileges, as well by the fundamental Laws of the 
Kingdom of Poland, as by the Capitulatians confirm’d 
at the Eleétions of fucceflive Kings, and even by vour 
Majefty, in a moft folemn Manner, and by the moit fas 
cred Oaths. 

Your Majefty will eafily judge, that we cannot fee 
without the deepeft Concern and Compaflion, all thofe 
unprecedented Perfecutions againit thofe of our Com- 
munion: And we hope your Majeity willhave Kegard 
to the juft Prerogatives of that poor City, and take to 
Heart the fad Condition it is reduc’d to, by reverfing 
the unjuft Sentence of the Affefforial Tribunal of /Var- 
fo, and by eflablifhing an impartial Tribunal, cone: 
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fed of juft and impartial Members of both Religions, 
in order to examine anew and determine that Affair. 

By fo a€ting, your Majefty will not only doa Work 
acceptable to God, who can no ways delight in the 
bloody Sacrifice of fo many innocent Perfons, and whe 
has referv'd to himfelf alone the Power over Confcien- 
ces ; but you will likewife prevent your Glory from 
being tarnifh’d by the Execution of fo many valuable 
Perfons, whofe Blood would cry to Heaven for Vem 
geance: And by relieving thofe of our Communion, 

our Majefty will give us a fignal Preof of your Friend- 

ip towards us, which will engage us to fhew on all 
Occafions, that we are with Attachment, Ge. 
FREDERICK IV, 





Nor was the King of Sweden remifs in interpofing 
gn Favour of the Proteftants of Fhorn; for as foon as 
he heard of the fevere Sentence pronounc’d againft them, 
his Swedif: Majefty order’d his Minifter at Warfaw te 
intercede for them in his Name, and in the ftrongeft 
Manner. The Reafon, why his Swedi/h Majefty did net 
write to the King ef Poland, as the other Proteftant Po- 
tentates have done, is, becaufe the Crown of Swedes 
did, fome Years ago, acknowledge King Steniflaus, and 
not having as yet made a formal Treaty with King A» 
guftus, the prefent King of Sweden could not, with due 
Decorum, begin an Intercourfe of Letters with his Po- 
lifh Majefty. 

Neverthelefs, the King of Sweden wrote the two fol 
lowing Letters, on the Affair of Thorn, to the King of 
Great Britain, and to the Emperor, 


The King of Sweden’s Letter to the King of Great Britain. 


E Frederick, Sc. As we doubt not but the Op 
preffion of the Proteftants in Poland is very welt 

known to your Majefty, and particularly the late Per- 
fecution of thofe at Thorn, who, by a Sentence of the 
Affefforial Tribunal at War/am, have been cruelly de- 
prived of Life, Limb, Eftate, Reputation, and all Rights 
Spiritual and Temporal ; and as We are perfuaded your 
Majefty cannot but be affected with gteat Grief, and « 
juft Indignation to fee, that all the Endeavours ufed 
itherto with fo much Zeal and Sincerity for maintain- 
ing their Freedom and Safety, avail nothing. We being 
deeply affeted from the fame Caufe, efpecially fince 
the 








N° XXXVIT for the Tear 1725. 57 


the Tempeft raifed againft thofe of Thorn, which goes 
to our very Heart, theught we ought not to delay a Mo- 
ment, ftrenuoully to invite your Majefty by this Let- 
ter, as we have already done by our Plenipotentiarics 
fefiding at your Court, to aft in Concert with us ia an 
Affair of fo great Importance. We, for our Part, after 
fhe Example of our Predeceffors, of Glorious Memio- 
ry, who formerly affetted, .and after, by the Peace of 
Mien, confirm’d the Liberty of the Protefiants in thé 
Kingdom of Poland, hall never be ‘paring in any En- 
deavours, Pains or Meafures, for préferving and main- 
tiining their faid Liberty. And we have made no Scra- 

¢ to recommend this Affuir to the Emperor, not oly 
or the great Truft which we plate in his Equity, but 
bécaufe his Imperidl Majefty’s Father, of Glorious 

eiiory, was oné of the Parties concern’d in the 
‘Treaty. From the fanie Motivé, we wére not willing 
fo delay folliciting the moft Potent King of France, 
whoft Great Grandfather, of Glorions Memory, was @ 
Gatrantee of the fhid Treaty fot himfelf and Succeffors, 
to make good the faid Guaranty and Promifes, in fure 
ani certain Hopes that the faid Potentates, imitating, 
aswell as Us, the glorious Examples of their Ance- 
ftors, will employ themfelvés ii good Earneft, and in 
Concert, for fecuting the Liberty of the Proteilants ia 
pe according to the Treaty of Oliva. And we are 





uaded, that yout Majefty will recommend this 
ir to the faid Powers, and others, as you thal! think 
fit, and take whet other Meafures you fhall judge con- 
venient, of which we have the lefs Doubt, becaufe 
your Majefty cannot but fee, from your great Wifdom, 
Whiat fpeedy Reniedy the Mifchief requires, and how 
Neceffat'y it is that yoiir Majefty fhould fpeedily con- 
cétt with us the Meafures proper for this End; it be- 
ing hut too manifeft, that by the cruel Execution of 
the Sentence iffued at War/aw, the bloody Authors of 
that wicked Tragedy have as it were given a Signal for 
Cutting off all the Liberties of the Proteftants in Poland 
atone Stroke. For the reft, We heartily recommend 
yout Majefty to the Divine seg 
a? Sign’, 
Dated at Stockholm, FREDERIC, 
Fan. 26, 1725... and underneath, 
D. N, Voa Hopkene 


The 
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The King of Sweden’s Letter to the Emperor. 


. Moft Serene, and moft Potent Emperor, 
T HE Reafon that hindered Us from Writing to your 
y Majefty fo foon as we would, and as the Cafe re. 
quired, was the Delay of the Couriers, and the Diftance 
of thofe Places where that fad and unexpetted Event 
happen’d, which obliges us to a Neceflity of Writing 
Now quite againft our Will. 
_ Weare fmitten to the Heart at the prefent State of 
Affairs in Polifh Pruffia, and the very deplorable Con 
dition of the Proteftants, or, as they are there call’d, 
Diffenters, and at.the late terrible Execution of the 
Sentence of the Affefforial Tribunal at Warfaw, by 
whieh many illuftrious and innocent Citizens of Thors 
were facrific’d as it were at one Stroke, to the execrable 
Hatred of a bloody Gang of People, and their Lives, 
Limbs, Eftates, Good Name, and all the Spiritual and 
Temporal Rights of that Free City deftroy’d as it were 
with a Clap of Thunder. . ' 
Indeed, if that Sentence had been paffed and executed 
upon notorious Villains, conviéted of Rebellion or other 
wicked Crimes ; or if this Sentence had been paffed 
equally and with the like Severity upon all and every 
one of the Authors and Accomplices of the Tumult, 
and if the Diffenters had not been the only Perfons 
condemn’d, then indeed ne Body would have had any 
Reafon to complain, But that which every unprejudic’é 
Perfon cannot but fee and abhor is, that the faid Sen- 
tence is fo far from being the Effeét of a Love for Ju- 
ftice, or Impartiality, that it can only be afcribed toa 
blind unfeafonable Hatred againft the Proteftants ; as 
the firft Caufe, Progrefs and terrible Conclufion of the 
Affair too plainly demonftrate. 
Tho’ the Caufe here pleaded, is the Caufe of Prote- 
ftants, yet your Majefty’s Sovereign Equity, which is 
celebrated over all the World, gives all Mankind, and 
Us in particular, the firm Confidence to hope that your 
Majefty will in this Cafe be a€tuated by novther Views, 
Sentiments and Principles, thag thofe which have a Re 
gard to Truth, Juftice, Equity, and the publick Tran- 
guillity ; fuch as tend to proteé&t Innocence, to difclaim 
the Compulfion of Confciences, of which God alone-has 
the Command, antf to affert and vindicate the Sacred 
and Civil Rights of Mankind according to their Dig- 
nity. 
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_nity. This fingle Confideration were fufficient to efta- 
blih our Hope, to comfort the Proteftants of Thorn, 
and to certify us that the Evils committed fhall be re- 
venged ; but what very much adds to our Hopes is, 
that your Majefty’s auguft Father, of Glorious Memo- 
ry, was one of the contrafting Parties in that folemn 
Treaty of Oliva, by which the Religious Liberties of 
the Proteftants in Prufia were afferted and reftored. 
From hence we have ftill the lefs Reafon to doubt, that 
your Majefty will make it your chief Care, that the 
faid Liberty be maintained and confirmed entirely and 
perpetually, as the fame has been ftipulated ; and that 
therefore your Majefty will be = to employ your 
powerful Mediation and good Offices jointly with Us, 
tothe End that the Sentence of the Affefforial Tribunal 
at Warfaw may be reverfed, and the whole Caufe re- 
ferred to an equitable, juft and impartial Tribunal, and 
fo managed, that for the Honour of the Chriftian Name, 
and for the Security of the Publick Tranquillity, it may 
be made appear to the whole World, that Sacred Juftice 
is alerted, the Effufion of Blood reveng’d, and that all 
the Spiritual and Temporal Rights, Liberties and Pri-, 
vileges of the Proteftants in Poland are reftored and con- 
firmed according to the Publick Compatts and Conven- 
tions. Your Majefty cannot do any Thing more accept- 
able to God, more glorious for yourfelf, more fervice- 
able to the whole Chriftian World, or more grateful and 
defirable to Us and all other Proteftant Princes. For 


the reft, &:. 
FREDERIC. 
D.N. Von. Hopken. 


COOOOCSOSOOSOS SOS SOSOSSOSS SSO 


The Proceedings of the Third Seffion of the Sixth Parliament 
of Great Britain, in the 11th Year of his Majefty King 
George, continued from the laft Page of the preceding 

Regifter. 


N Tuefday the rf of December, the Commons read 

a fecond Time, and committed the Bill to prevent 

the Inconveniencies that may arife by Mayors, or others, chief 

Magiftrates of Corporations, abjenting themfelves on the 
Day of Eleétion, &c, 

H:2 The 





Given at Stockholm, Feb. 6, 1725. 
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The next Day (Dec. 2.) anew Writ was ordered for 
the Eleéting a Burgefé for the Borough of Ludger/hall in 
Wilt/hire, in the Room ef Fohe-Richmond Webb, Efqs de- 
ceafed. Then in a Grand Committee, the Commons 
¢onfider’d further of the Supply, and having come te 
feveral Refolutions, made a further Progrefs in the 
Land-Tax Bill. 

-On Thurfday the 3d, Sir Charles Turner reported te 
the Houfe the Refolutions on the Supply, which were 
agreed to as follows : 

"sy. That a Sum be granted not exceeding 73729 /. 
16 s. 3d. for the Charge of the Office of Ordnance for 
Land-Service for the Year 1725. 

3. A Sum not exceeding 6350/7. 15 5. 7 d. for De- 
— the extraordinary Expence of the Officer of Ord~ 
nance for Land-Service not provided for by Parliament. 

3. A Sum not exceeding 214,295 1. 14.5. gd. for the 
Ordinary of the Navy, including Half-Pay for Sea-Offi- 
cers, for the Year'1725. 

4. A Sum not exceeding 77000/. upon Account to 
Reduced Officers of his Majefty’s Land-Forces and Ma- 
gines for the Year 1725. 

After this, the Gall of the Houfe was adjourn’d to 
Fuefday the 12th of Yanuary next. 

- The next Day, (Dec. 4.) the Commons, in a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe, confider’d of Ways and 
Means to raife the Supply, and refolv’d, that the Sum 
of 13010). 7s. 3d. temaining in the Receipt of his 
Majefty’s Exchequer, on Arrears of former Land-Taxes, 
be apply’d towards raifing the Supply granted for the 
Year 1725. Which Refolution was (the next Day) re- 
ported and agreed fo, 

The fame Day, (Dec. 4.) Mr. Bernard, from the 
Committee, appointed te inquire into the great Vio- 
iences and Outrdges committed by evil-minded Perfons 

ot together in the Hamlet of Wapping-Stepney, under 
the Pretence of being Shelterers for Debt, acquainted 
the Houfe, That while the Committee were proceeding 
in their Enquiry, in order to lay their Opinion before 
the Houfe, touching the moft proper Means to prevent 
the like Violences and Outrages for the future, one of 
the Witneffes after his Pxahhination before the Com 
mittee, teceiv’d a Letter informing him, that his Life 
was threatned, and his Houfe threatned to be burnt 
down. And the Houfe being at the fime Time ‘iné 
dornpd, That thers was a Perfon at the Deer, who.conld 
‘ 7 ‘ give 
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give the Houfe an Account of fome riotous Preceedings 
in the faid Hamlet ; he was call’d in, and after he had 
been examin’d, and was withdrawn, it was Order’d, 
That the Sheriffs of London and Middlefex, and the Ju- 
ftices of Peace and other Peace-Officers of the County of 
Middlefex and of the Tower Hamlets, do take effectual 
Meafures for fecuring the Peace in the Hamlet of Wap- 
ing: Stepney and Places adjacent. 

The next Day, (Dec. 5.) after the reading of feveral 
Petitions of diftreffed Infolvent Debtors in divers Pri- 
fons, a Bill was order’d to be brought in for their Re- 
lief: And then a new Writ was order’d for eleéting a 
Burgefs for the Town of Carmarthen in the County of 
the fame Name, in the Room of Richard Vaughan, Efgs 
deceafed. After this, Mr. Bernard reported from the 
Committee to whom it was referred, to enquire into the 
Matter of a Complaint made to the Houfe, of great 
Violences and Qutrages committed by evil-minded Per- 
fens got together in the Hamlet of Wapping-Stepney, un- 
der the Pretence of being Shelterers for Debt; That the 
Committee had examin’d the Matters of the faid Com- 
plaint, and that it appeared to the Committee, That 
very great Violences and Outrages have been committed 
by feveral Perfons got together in the Hamlet of Wap- 
ping-Stepney, and Places adjacent, under Pretence of 
fheltering themfelves for Debt ; and that the Commit- 
mittee had come to feveral Refolutions, which he read 
in his Place, and afterwards deliver’d the Report in at 
the Table, where the faid Refolutions were read and 
agreed unto by the Houfe, and are as follow, viz. 

“4. That farther Powers be vefted in the Juftices of 





the Peace throughopt that Part of Great Britain called 


England, for the more effe&tual Execution of their War- 
rants and Efcape Warrants. ° , 
a. That fome Provifion be made for defraying the 
Charge of the Pojfe Comitatus, or any other Power that 
thall be requifite to execute Procefs or Warrants. 

3. That Aflemblies of Perfons taking upon themfel ves 
to regulate and determine Matters within the fuid Ham- 
Jet and Places adjacent, contribute to the Support of the 
Diforders and illegal Pra&tices committed therein, and 
that effeétual Provifion fhould be made againft the Con- 
trivers, Agtors, Aiders and Abettors of and in fuch Af 
femblies.§ = = ae ic et 
‘ 4 That fome proper Encouragement and Reward be 
piven to the Profecuters upon their cqaviiting fuch 
: yt @ > Ff i fe : ‘ 8 : - en ers, 
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Offenders. And a Bill was order’d to be brought in to 
gtevent Violences and Outrages being committed by any 
Perfons under Pretence of fheltring themfelves from 
Debt, or any Procefs of Law, either within the Ham- 
let of Wapping-Stepney, or elfewhere, within that Part of 
Great Britain call’d England. 

On Monday the 7th, the Commons in 2 grand Com- 
mittee, confider’d further of Ways and Means; and went 
through the Land-Tax Bill, and made feveral Amend- 
ments thereto, which being the next Day (Dec. 8.) re- 
ported, fome of them were difagreed with, and others 
agreed to by the Houfe. 

- The fame Day, (Dec. 8) wpon a Motion made by Mr, 
Onflow, it was unanimouily refolv’d, 1ft, to prefent an 
humble Addrefs to his Majefty, to congratulate his Ma- 
jefty upon the Encreafe of his Royal Family, by her 
Royal Highnefs’s being happily deliver’d of a Princefs 5 
fecondly, That a congratulatory Meflage be fent to their 
Royal Highneffes, the Prince and Princefs of Wales, on 
this happy Occafion, and Mr. Onflow, Mr. Yonge, Mr. 
Eversfield, Mr. Gore, Mr.Gcorge Berkley, and Mr. Sandys, 
were order’d to attend their Royal Highneffes with the 
faid congratulatory Meffage. 

On the oth, Mr. Controller reported to the Houfe, 
that his Majefty was pleas’d to receive their congratu- 
fatory Addrefs very gracioufly ; and Mr. Onflow report- 
ed, That the Gentlemen appointed to attend their Royal 
Highneffes, having accordingly attended his Royal 
Highnefs the Prince of Wales, his Royal Highnefs was 
pleas’d to fay, That he took this Mark of Affettion from the 
Houfe of Commons very kindly, and should be glad at all 
Times to Jhew his Efteem for the Houfe of Commons. Then 
in a grand Committee, the Commons confider’d further 
of Ways and Means for raifing the Supply ; and a Mo- 
tion being made, * That in lieu of the Duties on Malt 
© in Scotland, a Duty of Sixpence be paid there for eve- 
“ry Barrel of Beer or Ale, &c.’ the fame occafion’d a 
fmall Debate, but the Queftion being put thereupon, 
it was carry’d inthe Affirmative by a Maiority of 133 
Voices againft 41. And the Committee came to the fol- 
lowing'Refolutions, viz. 

1. That towards raifing the Supply granted to his 
Majefty, the Duties on Malt, Mum, Cyder, and Perry, 
which by former Aé&ts of Parliament have Continuance 
to the twenty-fourth Day of Fune, 1725, be farther con- 
tinued in that Part of Great Britain call’d England, — 

the 
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the twenty-third Day of June, 1725, until the twenty- 
fourth of ‘June, 1726, for and upon all Malt which ‘thall 
be made, and all Mum which {hall be made or imported, 
and all Cyder and Perry which fhall be imade’ for 
Sale. 

2. That in lieu of the Duties on Malt made and cone 
fum’d in Scotland, an additional Duty of Sixpence fhall 
be paid for every Barrel of Beer or Ale brew’d by the 
Common Brewers, or any other Perfon or Perfons whe 
doth or fhall fell, or tap out Beer or Ale publickly or 
privately in Scotland, from the twenty-third Day of 
June, 1725, to the twenty-fourth Day of. June, +726 3 
and in that Proportion for any greater or leffer Quan- 
tity. ; ; 

- 3. That in further Satisfa&tion of what ought to be 
paid for the Duties on Malt, the Allowance given by 
an A& of the.firft Year of the Reign of their late Ma- 
jefties King William and Queen Mary, of by aty, other 
A& or A&s of Parliament for the Encouragemeiit of 
the Exportation of Corn, fhall from and after the swen+ 
ty-third Day of June, 1725, ceafe, determine,; and. be 
no longer paid for any Corn or Grain exported from Scor- 
land, or brought from thenceand exported from England, 
before the twenty-fifth Day of ‘June, 1726... 

_ ThefeRefolutions being, the next Day, ( December 10) 
reported, were agreed to by the Houfe, and «@ Bill or- 
der’d to be brought in, purfuant tothe fame. The fime 
Day, the Commons approv’d the Remainder of the A- 
mendments made by the Grand Committee te the. Land- 
Tax Bill, and, order’d the faid Bill to be engrofs’d. 

On Friday the 11th the ingrofs’d Land-Tax Bill was 
read the third, Time, pafs’d, and fent up to the Lords; 
and the next Day (December 12.) A Bill to prevent Vio- 
lences, &c. within the Hamlet of Wapping-Stepney.&c 
was read the frit, and order’d to-be read a fecond Time. 
Then the Commons in a Committee of the whole Houle, 
confider’d of the ingrofs’d Bill from the Lords, entitied, 
An A& to diffolve the Marriage of William Yonge, E/is 
&c. heard, Counfel and Evidence for the.Bilj, and no 
Perfon appearing againtt it, the Committee went through 
the fame without any Amendment. 

On Monday, the 14th, the Bill to prevent Vioiences 
within the Hamlet of Wapping-Stepney, &c. was. read 
the fecondj Time, and. committed to:.a Committce 
of the whole;.Heufe. .,Then,the ingrofs’d Bill, for pre- 
venting the dnconveniences sarjjing for wart of Mayors, or 

other 
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other Ghief Magiftrates attending at E’ettions, &c. was read 
the third Time, pafs'’d, and fent up to the Lords. An 
ingrofy’d Bill from the Lords, to dijfolue the Marriage of 
William Yonge, E/q; was alfo read the thitd Time, and 
afs’d. 

5 Nothing matetial was done the next Day, but on 
Wednefday Detember the 16th, the King went to the 
Houfe of Peers with the ufual State and Solemnity, 
and the Commons being fent for up, and attending, his 
Majefty gave the Royal Affent tothe following publick 
AG, viz. 


An AR for xranting an Aid to his Majefty, by « Land- 
Fax to de raifed in Great Britain, for the Service of the 
Year 1725. As alfo to ——- 

An A& to diffelve the Marriage of William Yonge, E/7; 
with Mary Heathcote, and to enable him te marry again, 
and for other Purpofes therein mentioned. And to two e 
ther private Aas. 

The Commons being return’d to their Houfe, a Pe. 
tition of many Citizens of the City of London was pre- 
fented to the Houfe and read, ‘ Setting forth feveral 
* Grievances they labour under in the faidi City, and 
* praying, that for promoting the Welfare, for preferv- 
* ing the Liberties, the Peace and Tranquillity of the 
* faid City, and for fettling EleStions in the {aid City, 
“on a juftand hfting Foundation, the Moufe would 
* take the Premifes into Confideration, and give the Pe- 
*titioners fuch Relief as the Houfe fhould think fits 





Whereupon a Bill was order’d to be brought in, for ree 
gulating EleGtions within the City of London, and for pre- 
Serving the Peace, good Order, and Government of the faid 
City. After this, Mr. Onflow reported, that the Gentle- 
men appointed to attend their Reyal Highneffes with 
@ congratulatory Meffage, having yogis Pig gy up- 
on her Royal Highnefs the Princefs of Wales with the 
fame, her Royal Highnefs-was pleas’d to fay, ‘ That fie 
“thank’d the Houfe of Commons for this very kind 
* Meffage, and efteem’d it a Mark of AffeGtion to her, as 
* fhe had the Honour to be one of the King’s Family. 

The next Day (Dec. 17) tha Commens order’d a Bilt 
to be brought in for the better regulating the Company of 
Watermen, Wherrymen, and Lightermen of the River of 
Thames, 

On Friday the 18th, Mr. Gybdon from the Committee 
of Privileges and Ele@ions, reported their Refolutions, 
touching the controverted EleCtiog for sien” of 
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Carmarthen, which were agreed to, viz. 1ft, That Fé- 
ward Rice, Efq; was not duly elected; and adly, That 
Sir Nicholas Williams, Bart. wasduly eleéted a Knight of 
the Shire for the faid County. Then in a Committee 
of the whole Houfe, the Commons confider’d of the 
Lift of all unrated Goods and Merchandizes which are 
ufually imported into this Kingdom, and paya Duty 
ad valorem upon the Oath of the Importer, and came 
to the following Refolutions, viz. 1. That fch Goods 
and Merchandizes which are ufually imported and pay 
a Duty ad Valorem, upon the Oath of the Importer, be 
particularly rated. 2. Thata Bill be brought in for 
rating all fuch unrated Goods and Merchandizes, (3c. 

Thefe Refolutions being the next Day reported, were 
agreed to by the Houfe, and a Bill was order’d to be 
brought in thereupon; and having put off the Call 
of the Houfe, ’till Thurfday the 21ft of Fanuary, the 
Commons adjourn’d theinfelves to Wednefday, the 13th 
of Fanuary, by Reafon of the Chriftmas Holidays: And 
the Houfe of Peers being met the fame Day, adjourn'd 
themfelves to Thurfday January 14. - 

The Commons of Great Britain being met again, on 
Wednefday the 13th of January, Mr. Speaker was order= 
ed to iffue out his Warrant for a new Writ for electing 
a Burgefs for the Borough of Ryegate in the County of 
Surrey, in the Room of the Right Honourable Sir fo- 
Jeph Jekyl, Knt. Matter of the Rolls, who had accepted 
the Office of firft. Lord Commiffioner for the Cuflody of 
the Great Seal of Great Britain. After this, it was or- 
der’d, that the Reverend Dr. Lupton be defir’d to preach 
before the Houfe, at St. Margaret's, Weftminfter, upon the 
goth Day of Jaruary, And then feveral Papers relating 
to unrated Goods, were laid before. the Houfe. The 
Houfe being acquainted, That ‘John Gumley, Efq; fitting 
Member for the Borough of Steyning inthe County of 
Suffex,.didon the tenth Day of December Jatt (purfuant 
to the ftanding Order of the Houfe of the twenty-firft 
Day of November, 1717) leave with the Clerk of the 
Houfe his Demand of the Qualification of Thomas Hat- 

_ vifon, Efg; who petitioned, complaining of an undue 
Ele&tion and Return for the faid Borough, and that he 
had not deliver’d in to the Clerk any Paper of his Qua- 

- Jification ; the Demand of his Qualificationwas read, and 

_alfo the faid flanding Order of the Houfe of the twenty- 
firft Day of November, 1717. And the Clerk being 

. call’d upon, acquainted the Houfe, that he had not re- 

I ceiv’d 
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eeiv’d any Particular of Mr. Harrifon’s Qualification.’ 
Whereupon it was ofder’d, That the Committce of 
Privileges and Ele@tions be difcharged from proceeding 
upon the Petition of the faid Thomas Harrifon, Ef; he 
having ncgletted to comply with the faid Standing Order 
of this Houfe, in not delivering in his Qualification 
within fifteen Days after the Demand thereof. Then 
the Commons in a Committed of the whole Houft, con- 
fider’d of the Liftof all utirated Goods and Merchindi- 
zes, and camé to the following Refelution, viz. That 
the additional Duty of twénty Potinds per Cent. ad Vai 
lorem impos'd upon Drugs imported (by'an AG made 
in the. roth Year of the Reign of her late Mujefty 
Queen Anne) for thitty-two Years, and fince made per- 
petual, fubjeét to Redeniption by Parliament, fhall frem 
and after the 24th Diy of June, 1725, ceafe and deter- 
mine, 

This Refolution being the next Day reported; was 
agreed fo by the Howfe, and order’d tobe made a Clauft 
in the Bill for rating al} unrated Goods. 
. On Friday the-15th, the Commons in a grand Com- 
Mittee, confider’d further of the Lift of the faid wnra- 
ted Goods ; and the néxt Day, read the firft Time, 2 
Bill to enable the Pier Wardens of the Town of Matgute in 
the County of Kent, more effeétually to recover the anctett 
and Cuftomary Droits for the Support and Malntenance of 
the faid Piers as alfo a Bill for the better regulating the 
Company ve Watermen, Wherrymen, and Lightermen of the 
River of Thames; which were order’d to be read a ft- 
cond Time. 

_On Monday the 18th, fome of the Commiffoners tf 
the Excife laid before the Houfe an Account of what 
Drawbacks have been paid on Malt exported for feven 
Years, ended at Mid/ummer laft ; and Mr. Scrope, Secre- 
tary of the Treafury, laid alfo before the Houte, Sur- 
pluffes ftated at Lady-Day, and at Michaetmas, 1724. 

. After which, two Petitions about fupplying the Cities 
of London and Weftminfter with Water, werc referr’d to 
the Confideration of a Committee. 

The next Day nothing material was done: But on 
the 20th, Sir Charles Turner prefented to the Houfe a Bill 

_for charging and continuing the Duties upon Mait, Mam, 
Cyder and Perry in England, and for an additional Duty of 
Excife upon Beer and Ale inSeotland, @c. which was re- 
ceived,read the firft, and order’d to be read a fecond Time. 

And 
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And then in a grand Committee, the Commons took 
ante further Confideration the Lift of all unrated Goods, 

On the 21M, The Houle was, according to Order, 
eall'd over, and the Names of fuch Members as made 
Default to appear, were noted down; and being call’¢ 
over again, feveral of them appeared, and others were 
excufed: But the Names of Sir Jon Stonehoy/e, Bart. 
Richard Abell, Eq; Francis Knollys, Efq; ohn Weaver, 
£fq3 and Sir John Downing, Bart. being call’d ever, and 
a Motion being feverally made, and the Queftion put, 
That they fhould be excufed, it was feverally garried 
in the Negative, and they were feycerally ordered to be 
4aken into the Cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms, for Neg- 
jefting to attend their Service in Parliament; aftey 
which the Hoyle was orget’d to be called over upon that 
Day fortnight. 

The next Day, January 22, after the reading of {e- 
veral private Petitions, the Commons, in a Committee 
of the whole Houfe, confider’d further of the Supply 
ranted to his Majefly; and came to the following Re- 
Solution, vix. That a Sum, not exceeding 57953 /. 55 
ga. be granted, for making good the Deficiency of the 
General Fund of 724,849/. 65. 10d. per Annum, for the 





Year ending at Michaelmas, 1724. 


This Retolution being the next Day reported, was a- 
greed to by the Houfe, and then Mr. Gybbon, from the 
Committee of Privileges and EleStions, reported their 
_Refolutions about two controverted Ele&tions in Scotland, 
-which were agreed go. viz. Firft, That Mungo Haldane, 
Efqs was not, and that the Hon. fohn Campbell, af Mam- 
more Efg; was duly elested a Commidiqner for the Shire 


. Of Dunbarton. Secondly, That William Franer, Etgs 


wds not, end that John Campbell, Efq; was duly elest- 


'. e@ a Burgefs for the Diftri€t or Burghs of Iawerary, Kin- 


tore, Figin, Cullen, and Bamj. & Complaint being made 
tothe Houfe, That there had been fome undue Pratlices 
in relation to the compromifing the Eleftion for the 
Borough of Stafford in the County of Stafford, before 
the Merits of the fid Ele&tion were heard before the 
Committee of Priveleges and Elections; it was there- 
upon Ordered, That the Keport from the Comunittce 
ot Privileges and EleStions touching the Eleétion for 


. the Laid Rorough of Stefford (which was ordered to be 


received this Day) be received upoa Thurfday Seven- 
night, the 4th of Februery, when fevera) Perfons were 


- apder’d .to attend, ‘Fears Petition of the Right Ho 
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nourable Edward Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, 
and of the Right Honourable Henry Lord Morpeth, two 
of the Guardians and Committees of the Cuftody of 
the Perfon, and for the Management of the Eftates of 
the moft Noble Elizabeth Dutchefs Dowager of Monta- 
gu, a Lunatick, was prefented to the Houfe, and read, 
fetting forth, That very great Sums of Money of the 
faid Lunatick’s Eftate have (purfuant to Orders of the 
Court of Chancery) been brought before Mr. Hiccoks 
(late one of the Mafters of the faid Court) and Mr. 
Thomas Bennet his Succeffor, now one of the Mafters of 
the faid Court) in order to be pliced out at Intereft for 
the Benefit of the faid Lunatick, upon Securities to be 
approved by the faid Mafters refpettively: That upon 
examining into the Accompts of the Mafters in Chancery 
(relating to the Suitors Monies brought before them) 
confiderable Deficiencies appear; and that the faid Mr. 
Thomas Bennet has not depofited, purfuant to Orders of 
the faid Court, feveral Mortgages fer large Sums of 
Money, belonging to the Effates of the faid Lunatick ; 
neither hath he depofited nor fecured, purfuant to Or- 
ders of the faid Court, nine TFhoufand Pounds and up- 
wards, of his Balance of Cath, and praying fuch Relief 
as the Houfe fhall think fit. This Petition coming unex- 
eftedly into the Houfe, whilft the Accompts of the 
Reatters in Chancery were put in a Courfe of Examina- 
tion before the Lords Commiflioners of the Great Seal, 
the faid Petition was ordered to lie upon the Table. 
But a Motion being made, That the proper Officer, or 
Officers, of the Court of Chancery, do lay before this 
Houfe Copics of the Orders made by the Court, rela- 
ting to the Accompts, and the Effects belonging to the 
Suitors, in the Hands of the Mafters of the Court’ of 
Chancery, dated the feventeenth and twenty firft of De- 
comber Natt, with a Cupy, or Copies, of the Report, or 
Reports: therein mentioned ; and alfo the Accompts of 
the faid Matters relating thereto, with their feveral Ex- 
lanations of the faid Accompts. A great Debate arofe 
Retcljen, in which fome fevere Animadverfions were 
made on the Condu&t-of the Earl of Macclesfield, late 
Lord Chancellor, In the End, Mr. Pelham, Secretary 
at War, moved, That the Debate be adjourned to Tuef- 
day the 9th Day of February next, which was, at lait, 
carried by a great Majority. . 
On Monday the 25th of fanwary, a Committee was 
appointed to infpett what Liws ar: expired. og near ex- 
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piring, andto report their Opinion to the Houfe, which 
of them are fit to be revived or continued 3 and then 
the Malt-Bill was read a fecond Time, and committed 
to a Committee of the whole Houfe. - After this, ina 
Grand Committee, the Commons went thro’ the Lift of 
all unrated Goods, and came to feveral Refolutigns, the 
Report of which was put off to the next Day Seven- 
night. 

The next Day, (Fan. 26.) the Commens procecded to 
take into Confideration the Report from the Committee, 
about a Proje&t for Supplying the Cities of London and 
Weftminfter with Water, and put off that Matter to the 
Thur fday next following. 

On the 27th, a Bill jor the Relief of Infolucnt Debtors 
was read the firft, and order’d to be weada fecond Time; 
and then Mr. Oxenford, from the Commiflioners of the 
Cuftoms, laid before the Houfe, an Account of what 
Quantities of Tow have been imported into the Port 
af London for five Years laft, ending at Chriftmas 1724. 
Mr. Weft prefented to the Houfe, a Bill for regulating 
Eleétions within the City of London 5 and for preferving 
the Peace, guod Order and Government of the faid City, 
which was receiv’d, read the firft, and order’d to be 
read a fecond Time ; after which, in a Grand Come 
mittee, the Commons went thro’ the Malt-Bill, and 
made feveral Amendments thereto. 

On Thurfday the 28th, Mr. Farrer reported the Ae 
mendments made in a Grand Committee to the Malt- 
Bill, feveral. of which being poflponed, and others of 
them agreed to by the Houfe, it was order’d that the 
Rill, with the Amendments not agreed unto by the 
Houfe, be recommitted to a Grand Committee. Then 
the Houfe proceeded to take inte Confideration the Re- 
port from the Committee, to whom the Petition of fe- 
yeral of the Adventurers for fupplying the Cities of 
London and Weftminfter, and Places adjacent, with Water, 
(prefented to the Houfe the 19th Day of November laf) 
was referred ; and the faid Report, together with the 
Refolutions of the Committee thereupon, were read ; 
and the faid Refolutions being feverally read a fecond 
Time, were agreed ynto by the Houfe, and are as fal- 
low, viz. 

1. That there is a great Want of Water in the Cities 
of London and Weftminfter. 

2. That the Propofal of the Petitioners for fupplying 
the Cities of London and Weftninjter, and Places adja- 
‘ _ ccnt, 
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cent, with Water from the Cowley Stream, is praéti- 
ble.’ 

3. That the Propofal of the Petitioners may be. exe- 
cuted without Damage to the Owners of the Corn Mills 
wpon the faid Stream. 

4.° That a Supply of Water muy be brought from the 
faid Stream to the Cities of London and: Weftminfter, and 
Places adjacent, without damaging the Navigation of 
the River of Thames. 

A Motion being made, That Leave be given to bring 
Gn a Bill for fupplying the Cities of London: and Weft- 
mi fter, and Places adjacent, with Water, to be taken 
from the Cowley Stream below Uxbridge, and - brought 
into feme Place in or near the Parith of St..Mary la 
donne. Mr. Chancel'or of the Exchequer acquainted the 
' Houfe, That this Propofal had been laid before His 

Majefty, and, as far as it may affeét the Water of Hamp- 
ton-Court, had been examin’d by the proper Officers of 
his Majefty’s Works ; and that his Majefty. had order'd 
“him to acquaint the Houfe, That his Majefty had no 
Objeftion to the Houfe’s proceeding in fuch Manner as 
they’ thought fit. Whereupon it was order’d, Theat 
“Leave be givento bring in a Bill. for fupplying the 
‘Cities of London and Weféminfier, and Places adjacent, 
‘with Water, to be taken’ from the Cow/ey Stream below 
Uxbridge, and brought into feme Place in or near the 
Parith of St. Mary la tonne. 
_ The next Day, (Fan. 29.) the Commons order’d a 
‘Bill'to"be brought in, for the Improvement of Commons 
“aiid Wafte Groundsin that Part of Great Britain: calP'd 
England ; and then, in a Grand Committee, they con- 
fider’d further of Ways and Means for raifing the Sup- 
piv,‘ and came to feveral Refolutions, the Report 
_ whereof was put off tothe rit of February. ° 
' The moft remarkable Thing the Houfe of Peers did 
this Month, befides the Hearing of private Caufes, was 
‘on Thurfday the 21ft: when: after an Examination 
touching the Granting written PreteStions, they did 
commit the Right Honourable Edward Howard, Earl of 
Suffolk to the Fower of London, for having given feveral 
‘ writtén Protections; in Breach of the flanding Orders, 
and to the Difhonour of the Houfe, as likewife to the Ob- 
Siruttion of Publick Fuftice. 
On Saturday the 30th of January, being the Anni- 
werfarv of the Martyrdom of King Charles the Firit, 
‘eth Houfes afitie# at Divine-Service, according to Cu- 
as stele flor : 
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fom: Dr. Sohn Waugh, Lord Bifhop of Carliflz, preach- 
ed at Wefkminfter-Ablbey, before the Houfe of Lords; and 
the Reverend Dr. Lupton before the Houfe of Commotis 





at St. Margaret's, Weftminfter. 


The Commons being met again on Monday the :ft of 
February, ordet’d, That the Thanks of this Houfe bé 
returned to the Reverend Dr. Lupton, for the Sermon’ 
by him preached before the Houfe the Saturday before 
at St. Margaret’s, Weftminftcr, and that he be defired to” 
print the fame. Then fome of the Aldermen, and fe- 
veral of the Common Council of the City of London, 
prefented to the Houfe a Petition of the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commons of the City of Londen, pray- 
ing, That.they might be heard by their Counfel againit 
the Bill for regulating Elettions within the faid City, &e. 
and that they might have fuch Time allowed them to 
prepare for that purpofe as the Houfe fhould think fit 
which Petition having been read, it was order’d, That 
the Petitioners be heard by thcir Counfel againft thé 
faid Bill, wpon its fecond reading. Then a Petition of 
Mr. Thomas Bennet, one of the Mailers of the High 
Court of Chancery, was offer’d to be prefented to the 
Houfe: And the Queftion béing put, that the faid Pe- 
tition be now brought up, after a fhert Debate, it paf- 
fed in the Negative, it being fuggeited, that tle Matter 
of the faid Petition was but Hy, xara. of the Affair 
which was to be heard before the Houfe on Tucfday 
the goth Inftant.- After this, Mr. Farrer reportéd from 
the Grand Committee on Ways and Means the Refolu- 
tions they had come to, which were read and agreed 
unto by the Houfe, and areas follow, viz. 

1. ‘That:towards .raifing the Supply granted to his 
Majefty, the Sum of 20,000 /. clear of all Charges and 
Expencts in the Colleéting and Management, be railed 
in that Part of Great Britain call’d Scotland, as a Mals- 
Tax, by a Duty of 3.4. per Buflicl on all Malt made 
and conflumed in Scotland, and to be levied as in Eng- 
tand'; and if the faid Duty of 3 d. ger Buthel fhall 
not effeStually raife and anfwer the faid Sum of 20,000/. 
gn nedt Money after all Charges and Deduftions, thit 
the, Deficiency may be mude good and raifed by a 
Surcharge upon all Makers of Malt in that Part of 
Great Britain, called Scotland, in Propsrtion to the faid 
Deficiency. a 
‘a. -That the Sum of 10s..be paid for every Barrel of 
Mum that fhall be made or imperted in Scotsand afore- 

| ) faid, 
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faid, from and after the 23d Day of une 1725, and 





before the 24th Day of Fune 1726, over and above all 


Duties payable for the fame. 

3. That for every Hogfhead of Cyder and Perry which 
fhall be made for Sale in Scotland aforefaid, from and 
after the fuid 23d Day of ‘June 1725, and betore the faid 
24th Day of June 1726, be paid the Sum of 45. over 
and above all other Duties payable for the fame. 

Refolved, That for every Sheet of Paper on which 
any Journal, Mercury, or other News-paper whatfoever 
fhall be printed, there thall be paid a D«ty of One 
Penny Sterling, and for every half Sheet thereof the 
Sum of Oné Half-penny Sterling. And then it was 
order’d, That it be an Inftru&tion to the Committee of 
the whole Houfe to whom the Bill for charging and 
continuing the Duties upon Malt, Mum, Cyder and 
Perry in England, and fur an Additional Duty of Excife 
upon Beer and Ale in Scotland, and for determining the 
Allowances on Corn exported from thence, was re-com- 
mitted, That they do receive a Claufe or Claufes pure 
fuant to the faid Refolutions. 

The next Day, (Feb. 2.) the Bill for the Relief of In- 
folvent Debtors, was read a fecond Time, and commit- 
ted; and then Mr. Sandys reported the Refolutions of 
the Committee of the whole Houfe, about the Lift of 
all unrated Goods and Merchandizes, &-. which Report 
was order’d to be taken into Confideration the Saturday 
following. After this, in a Grand Committee, the 
Commons confider’d of that Part of his Majefty’s Speech 
which relates to the difcharging the National Debt, and 
made fome Progrefs therein. 

On Wednefday the 3d, a Bill for fupplying the Cities 
of London and Weftminfter, and Places adjacent, with 
Water, to be taken from Cowley Stream below Uxbridge, 

_&c. was read the firft, and order’d to be read a fecond 
Time ; and it was order’d, that the Millers and Occu- 
piers of the feveral Mills on the River of Colne, and 
the Branches thereof below Denham-Point, and others, 
the Owners and Landholders near or adjoyning thereto, 
who petition’d this Houfethe 20th of ‘January taft, be 
then heard by their Counfel againft the faid Bill. After 
this, a Petition of the major Part of the Aldermen of 
the City of London, was prefented to the Houfe and 
read, praving, That they might be heard by their 
Counfel for the Bill for regulating Elestions within the 
City of Loadon, and for preferving the Peace, good Or- 
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der and Government of the faid City; which was or- 
der’d accordingly, as alfo that the Cjsiks of the feveral 
Livery Companies of the City of E%ndon do lay before 
this Houfe the particular Grants or Conftitutions by 
which they were made Livery Companies, together 
with the prefent Numbers of their Livery Men re- 





fpeftively. Then Mr. Sandys prefented to the Houfe a 


Bill for rating all fuch unrated Goods and Merchandines as 
are ufually imported into this Kingdom, and pay Duty ad 
Valorem upon the Oath of the Importer, and for other 
Purpofes therein mentioned, which was read the firft, and 
order’d to be reada fecond Time. 

The next Day, (Feb. 4.) the Houfe proceeded (ac- 
cording to Order) to take into Confideration the Matter 
of the Complaint, [made to the Houfe the 23d Day of 
January \aft| That there had been fome undue Praétices 
ii relation to the compromifing the Eleétion for the 
Borough of Stafford, before the Merits of the faid E- 
le&tion were heard before the Committee of Privileges 
and Ele&tions. And feveral Witneffes were called in and 
examined at the Bar, touching the Matter of the faid 
Complaint. And then they withdrew. And it was 
Refolved, That it appears to this Houfe, that divers in- 
direé&t and corrupt Praétices have been ufed in order to 
compromife the Eleftion for the Borough of Stafford, 
before the fame was heard before the Committee of 
Privileges and Ele&tions. 

Refolved, Nemine Contradicente, Thit it appears to 
this Houfe, that Francis Elde, Efq; (a Member of this 
Houfe) has been guilty of the faid indirest and cor- 
rupt Praftices, highly reflefting upon the Honour and 
Juftice of Parliament. 

Refolved, Nemine Contradicente, That the faid Francis 
Flde, Efq; (a Member of this Houfe) be, for his faid 
Offence, expelled this Houfe. 

A Motion being made, and the Queftion being put, 
That it appears to this Houfe, that Walter Lord Vifcount 
Chetwynd in the Kingdom of Ireland, who petitioned 
this Houfe, complaining of an undue Eleétion and Re- 
turn for the Borough of Stafford, has becn guilty of in- 
direct and corrupt Praétices in order to compromife the 
Eleétion for the fauid Borough, before the fame was 
heard, before the Committee of Privileges and Electi- 
ons: It paffed in the Negative. 

Mr. Gybbon (according to Order) reported from the 
Committce of Privileges and ss the Matter as 

it 
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#t appeared to them touching the Eleétien for the Bo- 
rough of Stafford in the County of Stafford, with the 
Refolutions of thef{Committee thereupon ; which Re- 
port he read in hlWw'Place, and afterwards deliver’d it 
in at the Table, where the fame was read; and the 
faid Refolutions being feverally read a fecond Tinie, 
were (with an Amendment to one of them) agreed un- 
to by the Houfe, and are as follow, viz. 

1. That Perfons made Burgefles of the Borough of 
Stafford in the County of Stafford, fince the Death of 
‘John Dolphin, Efq; late Member of Parliansent for the 
faid Borough (not being Sons of Burgeffes, or not having 
ferved Seven Years Apprenticefhip within the faid Bo- 
rough) had not a Right to Vote in the late Ele€tion 
of a Burgefs to ferve in this prefent Parliament for the 
faid Borough. 

2. That Francis Elde, Efq; was not duly elef&ted a 
Burgefs to ferve in this prefent Parliament for the Bo- 
rough of Stafford in the County of Stafford. ' 

2. That the Right Honourable Walter Lord Vifcount 
Chetwynd of the Kingdom of Ireland, is duly ele&ted a 
Burgefs to ferve in this prefent Parliament for the Bo- 
rough of Stafford in the County ef Stafford. 

n Friday the 5th, an Ingroffed Bill to enable the 
Pier-Wardens of the Town of Margate in the County 
of Kent, more effeftually to recover the ancient and 
cuftomary Droits, for the Support and Maintenance of 
fhe faid Pier, was read a third Time, paffed, and fent 
up to the Lords. 

Then a Petition of Edmund Afhby, one of the Sure- 
ties of Benjamin Blundell, Efq; late receiver-General of 
the Taxes for the County of Leicefter, was prefented to 
the Houfe and read, praying, That Leave may be given 
to bring in a Bill to enable the Lords Commiffioners of 
the Treafury, to compound for his Part of the Debt 
due from the faid Benjamin Blundell. And Mr. Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer acquainted the Houfe, That the 
Petitioner had applied to his Majefty, and that his Ma- 
jefty had commanded him to acquaint the Houfe, that 
his Majefty gives his Confent that this Houfe may do 
therein as they think fit. Whereupon it was ordered, 
that the faid Petition be referred to the Confideration 
of the Committee of the whole Houfe. 

Another Petition of the moft noble Edmund Duke of 
Buckinghamfhire and. Normanby, an Infant of the Age of 
nincWears, and of the moft noble Cstharine eae 
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of Buckinghamfhire and Normanby, his Mother and Guar* 
dias, and of the Right Honourable Charles Earl of Or. 
rery, George Lord Willoughby de Brook, Thomas Lord Tre- 
vor, Allan Lord Bathurft, and Patrick Garden, Efq; 
Truftees for the faid Infant, was prefented to the Houfe 
and read s fetting forth, that the faid Duke, by virtue 
of Letters Patents granted by Queen Elizabeth in the 
34th Year of her Reign, and other Letters Patents 
granted by King Charles I. in the 9th Year of his Reign, 





: is feifed of the Manors of Mulgrave and Seton, and 


other Tenements and Hereditaments in the County of 
York, to him and the Heirs Males of his Body, with 
Remainder to the Honourable Robert Sheffield (who is 
in an advanced Age, aud hath no Iffue Male) with Re- 
muiinder to the Crown ; and that by length of Time and 
otherwife, the Houfes and Premiffes are gone to Decay, 
and that i¢ will require confiderable Sums of Money 
to keep the fame in good Repair, fo as the fame may 
be improved for the Advantage of the faid Duke, and 
for the Benefitof the Crown on Failure of Iffue Male of 
the faid Duke, and the faid Robert Sheffield ; and that 
there are Allom Works on the Eftate which might pro- 
duce great Profit, but cannot be managed to the beit 
Advantage unlefs they are granted for a Term certain 5 
and that the Tenants of the Premiffes and others who 
would improve the fame, will not, by Reafon of the 
faid Duke’s Infancy, and the Contingency the faid E- 
ftate is liable unto, take any Leafes without having fome 
certain Term granted to them 3; and forafmuch as Lea- 
fing the faid Manors and Premiffes will preferve and 
improve the fame for the Benefit of the faid Duke, but 
much more for the Benefit of the Crown, by keeping 
up the yearly Value thereof, no Fines being intended 
to be taken on fuch Leafes; the Petitioners therefore 
pray, That Leave may be given to bring in a Bill to 
enable the faid Duke, with Confent of his faid Guar- 
dian and Truftees, and the faid Robert Sheffield, and 
the Survivor ard Survivors of them during the faid 
Duke’s Minority, and after his Age of One and Twenty 
Years, with the Confent of the faid Rodert Sheffield, if 
then living, at any Time during his natural Life, to 
make a Leafe or Leafes of the Premiffes for a certain 
Number of Years at a Rack Rent without Fine. And 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer acquainted the Houfe, 
That the Cafe had been laid before his Majeity, and 
had been examin’d into by the Surveyor-General of his 
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Majefty’s Lands; and that his Majefty had command- 
ed him to acquaint the Houfe, That his Majefty gives 
his Confent to the bringing in a Bill as is defired by 
the faid Petition: Whereupon it was erder’d, That 
Leave be given to bring ina Bill according to the Prayer 
of the faid Petition. Then ina Grand Committee the 
Commons confider’d of that Part of his Majetty’s Speech 
which relates to the difcharging of the National Debt, 
and came to a Refolution thefeupon. 

The next Day, (Fed. 6.) the Houfe took into Confi- 
deration the Refolutions of the Grand Committee,about 
all unrated Goods and Merchandizes, &c. fome of which 
Refolutions were difagreed with, and the Refidue of 
them were (with Amendments to fome of them) agreed 
unto by the Houfe, and a Committee was appointed to 
prepare an additional Book of Rates, purfuant to the 
fuid Refolutions, with proper Orders, Rules and Regu- 
Jations thereto. After this, the Bill for rating all un- 
rated Goods, &c. was read a fecond Time, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the whole Houfe; and feve- 
ral Clerks of the Livery Companies of the City of Lon- 
don, feverally prefented to the Houfe their feveral Re- 
turns, purfuant to the Order of the Houfe of the 3d 
Inftant. Mr. Farrer then reported the Refolution of 
the Grand Committee about the difcharging of the Na- 
tional Debt, which was agreed to as follows, vix. 

That inftead of redeeming at Mid/ummer now: next 
enfuing, according to the Notice which hath been al- 
readv given in that Behalf, the Annuity of Eighty 
Eight Thoufind Seven Hundred Fifty One Pounds, 
Seven Shillings, and Ten Pence Half-penny, pay- 
able to the Governor and Company of the Bank of 
Frgland, by virtue of an A& paifed in the 3d Year of 
his Majetty’s Reign, being after the Rate of 5 /. per 
Cent. per Anium, on the principal Sum of One Million 
Seven Hundred Seventy Five Thoufand Twenty Seven 
Pounds, Seventeen Shillings, and Ten Pence Half-penny 
owing to the faid Governor and Company, in lieu of 
certain Ewehequer Bills formerly by them delivered up 
and cancell’d 5 and that inttead of giving Notice to the 
faid Governor and Company, and redeeming according 
to the Power of Redemption contained in the faid A&, 
gr Annuity of One Hundred Thoufand Pounds payable 
to them by virtue of the fame Aét, being after the 
Rate of 5 /. per Cent. per Annum for the principal Sum 
of Two Millions owjng te the faid Governor and Com- 
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y, forthe like Sum in Exchequer Bills by them de- 
iveret, up and cancell’d: The faid Annuity of Eighty 
Eight Thoufand Seven Hundred Fifty One Pounds, Se- 
ven Shillings, and Ten Pence Half-penny, and the faid 
Annuity of One Hundred Thoufand Pounis, for the 
fat: principal Sums of Qne Million Seven Hundred Se- 
venty Five Thoufand Twenty Seven Pounds, Seventeen 
Shillings and Ten Pence Haif-penny, and Two Milli- 





" ons, fha}|-be continued to the faid Governor and Com- 


pany to the 24th Day of “June which fhall be in the 
Year of ous Lord 17273. but that from and after the 
faid 24th Day af Sune 1727, the faid Annuity of 


Righty Eight Thoufand Seven Hundred Fifty One 


Pounds, Seven Shillings, and Ten Pence Half-penny 
fhall. be redaced to an Annuity of Seventy One Thou- 
fand One Pounds, Two Shillings, and Three Pence 
Three Farthings, and the faid Annuity of One Huns 
dred Thoufand Pounds fhall be reduced to an Annuity 
of Eighty Thoufand Pounds, being after the Rate of 
4/. per Cent. per Annum upon the faid principal Sums of 
One Million Seven Hundred Seventy Five Thoufand 
‘Twenty Seven Pounds, - Seventeen Shillings, and Ten 
Pence Half-penny, and Two Millions; redeemable by 
Parliament. Then. it. was Ordered, That a Bill be 
brought. in purfuant to the. faid Refolution. 

On Monday the 8th, feveral other Clerks of the Li- 
very Companies of the City. of London, feverally pre- 
fented their feveral Returns: And then the Order be- 
ing read for reading the Bill for the regulating Eletti- 
ons within the City of London, and for preferving the 
Peace thereof, Gc. the fecond Time, the Counfel for 
and againft the Bill were cail’d in, and the Bill was 
read a fecond.Time; and the Petitions of the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen and Commons of the City of London, 
in Common Council affembled, and of the major Part 
of the Aldermen of the City of London, were alfo read; 
and the Counfel againft the Bill were heard, and exa- 
min’d Witneffes, and produced a Book call’d Lider Le- 
gum, and feveral Entries therein were read, and feveral 
Journals of the Commen Council were delivered in, 
and feveral Entries in them were read; and alfo Copies 
of feveral Aéts of Common Council were deliver’d in 
and read ; and alfoa Repértory of the Court of Alder- 
mien was deliver’d in, and an Entry therein was read. 
And then the Counfel were direfted to withdraw, the 
further Hearing of Counfe! being adjourn’d to the Wed- 
pefday following. Feb, g. 
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Feb. 9. Several other of the Clerks of the Livery-Com- 
panies of the City of London, prefented to the Houfe 
their feveral Returns ; after which Mr. Controller ac- 
quainted the Houfe, that he had a Meflage from his Ma- 
jefty to this Houle, figa’d by his Majefty ; and further 
acquainted the Houfe, That he was commanded by his 
Majefty te lay before this Houfe Copies of feveral Re- 
ports and other Papers relating to the Mafters in Chan- 
cery, and he deliver’d his Majefty’s Meflage to Mr. 
Speaker, and deliver'd the faid Copies and other Re- 
ports inat the Table. His Majefty’s Meffage was read 
by Mr. Speaker, and is as follows, viz. 


GEORGE R. 
$ H' S Majefty having Reafon to apprehend, that 
i" the Suitors of the Court of Chancery were in Dan- 
“ ger of lofing a confiderable Sum of Money from the 
“ Infufficiency of fome of the Mafters, thought himflf 
* obliged in JUSTICE and COMPASSION to the faid 
© Suitors, to take the moft fpeedy and proper Method, 





“the Law would allow, for enquiring into the State of * 


* the Mafters Accompts, and fecuring their Effects for 
* the Benefit of the Suitors: And his Majefty having 
“ had feveral Reports Jaid before him in purfuance of 
© the Direftiens tre had given, has ordered the faid Re- 
© ports to be communicated to this Houfe, that this 
* Houfe may have as full and as perfect a View of this 
* important Affair, as the Shortnefs of the Time, and 
* the Circumftances and Nature of the Proceedings 
© would admit of. 


And the faid Reports, together ‘with fome of the 

Papers referr’d to in them, were read, and order’d to 
be taken into further Confideration upon the Friday 
Morning next following. 
. On Wednefday the roth, Mr. Controller acquainted the 
Moufe, that he had a Meflage from his Majefty to this 
Houfe, fign’d by his Majefty, and he deliver’d the fame 
to Mr. Speaker, who read the fame to the Houfe; and 
the faid Mefiage is as follows: viz. 


GEORGE R. 
: T HE Comunifiioners for building fifty new Chur- 
. ches in and about the Cities of London and Weft- 
* minffer, and the Suburbs thereof, having reprefented 
‘to his Majefty, That in Purfuanceof feveral A&ts of 
* Pare 
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© Parliament already made for that Purpofe, one Church 
“hath been for fome Time, finifh’d and eonfecrated ; 
“and three Chapels have been converted into Parifh- 
© @hurches, and alfo confeczated ; and that feven other 
© Churches are huilt, or building, and near finifh’d ; for 
“which eleven Churches, convenient Diftri&s have 
© been alfo laid out, and appointed to be the Parithes re- 
* fpeStively belonging to the fame: And his Majefty be- 
* ing truly fenfible of the great Neceflity there is of new 
© Churches, and of new Divifions of Parifhes in and a- 
“bout the faid City and Suburbs, and very defirous to 
* provide for the Spiritual as weil as Temporal Welfare 
Sof all his Sudjeéts, and being alfo firmly perfwaded, 
“that nothing will more effettually engage Almighty 
© God to fend down his Bleffing upon his Crown and Peo 
* ple, than-a due Zeal for the Honour and Service of Re- 
*ligion, Kas thought fit to*recommend to the Houfe of 
* Commons, in an efpecial Manner, the providing a fuit- 
“able Maintenance for the Minifters who fhall be ap- 
© pointed to perform Divine Service in the eleven Chur- 
$ chesaforefaid, by fuch Ways as may effe@ually anfwer 
‘the Ends aforefaid; according to his Majefiy’s Royal 
* Purpofe and Defire. 








Hereupon it was order’d. Nemine contradicente, That 
Leave be given to bring in a Bill for better effefting the 
ious Intention ef building fifty new Churches, Gc. and 
or fettling the Right of Patronage thereof, &c. and 
pteferving the Rights of the prefent Incumbents of old 
Churches; and for the Endowment of eleven new Chur- 
ches, therein mention’d, &c. Then the Houfe proceeded 
in the further Hearing of Counfel upon the Bill for the 
regulating Eleétions within the City of London, Gc. and 
the Counfel for the Bill were in Part heard, and exa- 
min’d Witneffes, and produc’d feveral Copies of Re- 
cords from the Tower, and alfo feveral Copies of En- 
tries in Liber Legum, in the Repertories of the Court of 
Aldermen, and in the Journal Books of the Common 
Council of the City of London, and the faid feveral Co- 
pies were read, and the Counfel being dire&ted to with- 
draw ; the further hearing of Counfel was adjourn’d "till 
the Monday next following. 

On Thurfday the 11th, after the difpatching of feve- 
ral private Affairs, a Petition of the Clothiers of the 
Veft- Riding af the County of York, was prefented to the 
Houfe and read, fetting forth, ‘ That by ftretching and 
* itrain- 
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© ftraining, and bad dreffing by Wire-Cards, the Manu- 
* faéture of mixt Broad Cloth in the faid Weft- Riding, is 
“ greatly abus’d ; and praying, that Provifion be made 
“ to prevent the Abufes committed in the manufaturing 
“the fame.” Which Petition was order’d to lie on the 
Table. 

The next Day, a Bill for continuing feveral Annuitics 
zo the Bank of England until Midfummer, 1727, Gc. 
was read the firft, and order’d to be read a fecond Time. 
After which the Houfe took into Confideration the feve- 
ral Reports and Papers referred to in his Majefty’s moft 
gracious Meffage to this Houfe the oth Inftant ; after the 
reading Part of the faid Papers, Sir George Oxenden, Bart: 
Member for the Port of Sandwich, rofe up, and among 
other Things, faid, ‘ That it manifeftly appear’d by 
“thefe Reports, which after the ftriéteft Enquiry, and 
“upon the matureft Deliberation, had been drawn up by 
© Perfons of the greateft Weight and Authority, for their 
“ Abilities, Experience, High Stations, and Integrity, 
© That enormous Abufes had crept into the High Court 
S-of Chancery, chiefly occafion’d by the Magiftrate, 
*.who was at the Head of that Court, and whofe Duty 
“ confequently it was, to prevent the fame. That the 
© Crimes and Mifdemeanors of the late Lord Chancellor 
* were many, and of various Natures, but might be re- 
“duc’d to thefe three Heads: 1ft, That he had taken into 
‘his own Hands the Eftates and Effeéts of many Widows, 
“Orphans, and Lunaticks, and either had difpos'’d of 
* Part of them arbitrarily to his own Profit, or conniv’d 
* at the Officers under him, making Advantage of the 
“fame. 2dly, That he had raifed to an exorbitant Price 
© the Offices and Places of the Mafters of Chancery, and 
‘sin order to enable them to pay to him thofe high Pri- 
“ces, and Gratuities for their Admiffion, had trufted in 
* their Hands large Sums of Money belonging to Suitors: 
“in Chancery. 3dly, That in feveral Cafes he had made 
* divers irregular Orders. So that in his Opinion, that 
* firft Magiftrate in the Kingdom, was fallen from the 
* Height of the Dignities and Honours to which he had 
* been rais’d by the King’s Royal Bounty and Favour, to 
‘the Depth of Infamy and Difgrace. And therefore 
“he mov'’d, That Thomas Earl of Macclesfield be impeach 
* ed of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors. 

This Motion was feconded by William Strickland, Efqs 
and thirded by the Honourable George Doddington, one 
of the Lords of his Majeity’s Treafury, who fail’d not 
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aggravating the Mifdeameanors of the late Lord Chan- 
cellor, which, they faid, were of the greateft and moft 
dangerous Confequence, fince moft of the Eftates in 
England, once in thirty Years, pafs through the Court of 
Chancery. The Right Honourable William Pulteney,who 
ftood up next, faid in Subftance, ‘ That it was far from 
‘his Thoughts to endeavour to abate the juft Refent- 
‘ment which the Gentlemen who fpoke laft, fhew’d a- 
© gainft the great Abufes that had been committed in the 
‘Court of Chancery : But that in his Opinion, they 
‘ went a little too faft in fo weighty and important an 
* Affair, by which Means they might lofe the very End 
* they aim’d at, viz. the effetual punifhing the Perfon 
“by whofe Negleét at leaft, thofe Abufes had been com- 
‘mitted; That whatever Deference they ought to pay 
“on this Occafion, to the Capacity, Experience, Integri- 
“ty, and Authority of the Perfons who had drawn up 
© the. Reports that had been laid before them, yet it lit- 
‘tle became the Dignity, and was even derogatory to 
© the Prerogative of that Houfe, which is the grand In- 
© queft of the Nation, to found an Impeachment upon 
“thofe Reports, without a previous Enquiry, and Exa- 
* mination into the Proofs that were to fupport it ; and 
© therefore he was now of the fame Opinion he was 
‘of three Days before, and mov’d, that this Affair 
© might be referred to the Confideration of a fele&t Com- 
© mittee.” He was back’d by feveral Members, particu- 
larly by Sir William Wyndham, Bart. who amongit other 
Arguments, urg’d, ‘ That by proceeding by Way of Im- 
© peachment upon Reports laid before them from above, 
© the Commons would make a dangerous Precedent, and 
© feem to give up the moft valuable of their Privileges, 
© wiz. the Inquett after State Criminals.’ Thefe Reafons 
had a great Weight with feveral Members, particularly 
on Sir Wilfred Law/on, and Sir Thomas Pengelly, who fup- 
ported Mr. Pulteney’s Motion. Mr. Yonge, one of the 
Lords of the Treafury, and Sir Clement Wearg, Solicitor- 
General, anfwer’d and remov’d thofe Obje&tions, where- 
upon the previous Queftion was put, Whether the Que- 
ftion be now put upon Sir George Oxenden’s Motion? 
Which after fome further Debate was carry’d in the Af- 
firmative, by a Majority of 273 Voices againft 164. 
Then the main Queftion being put, it was refolv’d by 
the fame Majority, That Thomas Earl of Macclesfield be 
impeach’d of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors ; and or- 
der’d, that Sir George Oxenden do go up to the Lords, 
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and at their Bar, in the Name of the Houfe of Commons, 
and of all the Commons of Great Britain, impeach Tho- 
was Ear] of Macclesfield of High Crimes and Mifde- 
tmeanors, and acquaint them, that this Houfe would, 
in due Time, exhibit particular Articles againit him, 
and make good the fame. Then a Committee was ap- 
pointed to draw up Articles of Impeachment againtt 
Thomas Earl of Macclesfield; to which Committee the 
feveral Reports referr'd to in his Majefty’s Meffage, 
were referr’d. After this, upon a Motion made by Mr. 
Weft, and feconded by Mr. Thom/fon, A Bill was order’d 
te be brought in, to indemnify the Mafters of Chancery 
from the Penalties of the Aét of the 5th and 6th Years of 
King Edward the fixth (againf? Buying and Selling of Of- 
fices) upon their difcovering what Confideration, Price, or 
Gratuity they paid, or agreed to pay, for the Purchafe of 
. or for their Admiffion to their refpettive Offices. 

February 13. Sir George Oxenden reported, That he had 
been at the Bar of the Houfe of Lords, and in the Name 
of this Houfe, and of all the Commons of Great Britain, 
had impeached Thomas Earl of Macclesfield of High 
Crimes and Mifdemeaners, and acquainted the Lords, 
That the Commons would, in due Time, exhibit parti- 
cular Articles againft him, and make good the fame. 
After this, Mr. Weft preiented to the Houfe, .4 Bill for 
indemiifying the Mafters in Ghancery from the Penalties of 
the A&t of the 5thand 6th Years of King Edward the VI. 
(again? buying and felling of Offices) upon their difcovering 
what Confideration, Price, or Gratuity they paid, or agreed 
te pay, for the Purchafe of or for their Admiffion to their 
vepaitioe Offices. Which Bill was immediately read the 
firft, and fecond Time, and without going through a 
Committee, order’d to be ingroffed. 

On Monday the 15th, the faid ingroffed Bill was 
read the 3d Time, pafs’d and fent up to the Lords; af- 
ter which the Commons proceeded to the further Hear- 
ing of the Counfel for the Bill for the regulating Eleétions 
within the City of London, &c. 

February the 16th, The Commons ordered feveral Ac- 
counts to be laid before them, by the Commifiioners 
of the Cuftoms and thofe of the Navy; firft, Of Na- 
val Stores imported from Rufia, or the Eaft Country, 
from Michaelmas 1700, to Michaelmas 17043; and like- 
wife fromt Michachnas 1720, to Michaelmas 1724. Se- 
condly, of what Quantity of Pitch and Tar has been 
imported from the Britif; Plantations for feven Years 
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laft paft ; and how much of it has been exported agains 
and to what Places. Thirdly, How much Money has 
been paid yearly for Bounties upon Naval Stores, from 
the Britifh Plantations, for feven Years laft paft. And 
Fourthly, What Quantity of Pitch and Tar, im- 

orted from the British Plantations, hag been made ufe 
of for the Service of his Majefty’s Navy, for feven 
Years laft paft. After which, the Commons agreed to 
the Amendments made by the Lords, to the Bill fur In- 
demnifying the Mafters of Chancery, &c. 

On Wednefday the 17th, The Commons read the firft 
Time, and Ordered a fecond Reading of the Bill for the 
better regulating the Manufaéture of Cloth, in the Wett- 
Riding of the County of York. And then proceeded to 
the further Hearing of the Counfel for the Bill for Ke- 
gulating Eleétions within the City of Londen, Gc. About 
two a-clock in the Afternoon, the King came to the 
Houfe of Peers, and being in his Reyal Robes, feated 
on the Throne, with the ufual Solemnity, Sir William 
Sanderfon, Gentleman-Uther of the Black Rod, was feat 
with a Meflage from his Majefty to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, commanding their Attendance in the Houfe of 
Peers; the Commons being come thither accordingly, 
his Majefty was pleafed to give the Royal Affent to, 

An A for preventing the Inconveniencies a for 
want of Eleétions of Mayors, or other Chief Magiferates of 
Boroughs or Corporations, being made upon the Days ap- 
pointed by Charter, or Ufage, for that Purpofe, and di 
pet in what Manner fuch Elcétions shall be afterwards 
made. 

Az A& for indemnifying the Mafters in Chancery, upon 
their difcovering what Confideratian, Price, or Gratuity 
they paid, or agreed to pay, for the Purcha fe of or for 
their Admiffion to their refpeftive Offices- 

An Aét for enlarging the Term, granted by an Act made 
in the Tenth Year of Her late Majefty’s Reign, for amend- 
ing and maintaining the Road. beween Northfleet, Gravef- 
end, and Rochefter, ix the County of Kent; and for ex- 
plaining the fame A&t 3 and to appropriate Part of the Mo- 
ney arifing thereby, towards repairing the Road between 
the Town of Chatham and Boughton under the Blean, in 
the faid County of Kent. shin ania aidonilin) 

An Aét to enable the Pier-Wardens of the Town of Mar- 
gate in the County of Kent, more effeétually to recover the 
Ancient and Accuftomary Droits, for the Support and 

Maintenance of the faid Pier. : 
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An Aé to inclofe the Common and Traét of Land, called 
Crofton Finney, in the County of Lar.cafter. 

And to nine Private Bills. 

The Commons being returned to their Houfe, the 
Counfel for the Bill, for regulating Ele&tions within 
the City of London, &c. went through and fummed up 
their Evidence ; and the Counfe] againft the Bill, were 
heard by way of Reply. The Counfel being withdrawn, 
Mr. Speaker opened the Bill, and, after a fmull Debate, 
it was refolved, that the faid Bill be committed toa Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe. We may here take Notice 
of the following Remarks relating thereto. 

By a diftin& and impartial Calculation that has been 
lately made of the Number of Houfes, or Tenements, 
&-. within the Twenty five Wards of this City, it ap- 











fears that there are in all, about 19148 
Whereof there are of 1o/. fer Annum we t an 
upwards, about -—-—-- = sistiihd 
Under 10 1. per Annum 6376 


The Number of Freemen, Occupiers of the’ 58. 
faid Houfes, is about H ee 
The Unfrcemen — — -- 5444 
Women 2854 











The Number of Women, Occupiers of the i 
tcrefaid Tenements, under 10/. per An. sate — 
The Unfreemen —_—- ae 2000 
The Freemen —— —— 3176 








Half of the faid 6376 Tenements, under 10/7. per 
atanaum, are from 295. to § /. per Annum, 4390 where- 
of are in the four Wards of Farringdon-without, Cripple- 
fate-without, Bifhopfgate-without, and Portfokex, which 
is without Ald: ate. 

About 4 or 509 of the 3376 Freemen (Occupiers of 
_thefe fmall Tenements) are rated to the Poor; but 
thefe do not con{tantly pty that little they are charged 
With, but are generally kept on the Poor's Roll, to be 
ready to ferve a Turn; and are fo far from being able 
_ t6 contribute to anv Tax, that they are, for the moft. Part, 
Obje&ts of Charity. 

N. B. If the Bijl depending in Parliament for Re- 
gulating Ele@ions within this C itv, Ge paffes into a 
Law, it will exclude from voting at the Eleftions at 
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Wardmotes, about 3200 Unfreemen, renting Houfes 
from 15 to 2001. per Annum, who are among the moft 
wealthy Citizens, and who pay towards the Ward and 
Parifh Taxes, from 40s. to 10/7. per Annum, This 
might be more juftly complained of, than the Exclu- 
fion of 4 or 500 Freemen, Occupiers of Tenements, 
from 205. to g/l. per Annum, and who are generally 
kept on the Poor’s Roll to fervea Turn. Thefe Vo- 
ters, with others who are rated nothing, and yet Vote 
at Ward-Eleétions, occafion thereat the greateft Difor- 
ders, and the Rejeftion of fuch Votes by a Scrutiny, 
raifes an unjuft Clamour againft the Magiftrates. 





On the 18th of February, Mr. Speaker was ordered to 
iffue out his Warrant fora New Writ, for the electing 
a Burgefs for the Town of Cardigan in the County of 
Cardigan, in the Room of Stephen Parry, Efq; deceafed. 
An ingrofed Bill for the Relief of Infolvent Debtors, was 
read the third Time, paffed, and fent up to the Lords ; 
and, upon a Motion made by the Honourable Mr. Pel- 
ham, Secretary at War, A Bill was order’d to be brought 
in, for Punifhing Mutiny and Defertion, &c. A Motion 
being made, and the Queflion put, That, to the Bill 
for regulating Eleétions within the City of London, Uc. a 
Claufe be added, to difable the Lord Mayor, Court of Al- 
dermen, Sheriffs, and Common Council of the faid City, from 
felling of Offices and Employments in the faid City; it paf- 
fed in the Negative: But, upon a Motion made by Mr. 
Yonge, and feconded, it was unanimoufly refolved, That, 
A Bill be brought in, to prevent the Buying and Selling 
fuch Offices as relate to the Adminiftration of Fuftice. Sxt- 
ter this, the Call of the Houfe was adjourn’d to that 
Day Fortnight; and then the Eloufe proceeded to the 
Hearing of Counfel for and againft the Bill for Supply- 
ing the Cities of London and Weitminfter with Water, 
&e. 

On Friday the 19th, the Commons empowered the 
‘Committee, appointed to draw up Articles of Impeach- 
ment againft Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, to fend tb the 
Warden of the Fleet, to caufe Edward Conway, Eq; 
(one of the Mafters in Chancery) to be brought from 
Time to Time, to attend and be examined before the 
faid Committee, as Occafion fhould require. 

The next Day the Commons took into Confideration 
the Amendments made by the Grand Committee to the 
Bill to prevent Violence and Outrages being committed by 
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axy Perfons, under Pretence of Sheltering themfelves from 
Debt, &c. which, with other Amendments, were agrecd 
to, and the faid Bill order’d te be ingroffed. 

On Menday the 22d, 4 Bill for Puaifhing Mutiny and 
Defertion, &c. was prefented to the Houfe, and receiv’d ; 
and then the Commons proceeded te the further Hear- 
ing of Counfel for and againit the Bill for Supplying 
aie Cities of London and Wefiminfter with Water, &c. 
and the Counfel being withdrawn, Mr. Speaker opened 
the Bill: Buta Motion being made, and the Quettion 
put, that the Bill be committed? It paffed in the Ne- 
gative, ; 

On the 23d, The Bill for Punifhing Mutiny and Defer- 
dion, &c. was read the firft, and order’d to be read a fe- 
cond Time; and the Bill for the better regulating the 
Manufature of Cloth, ia the Wett-Riding of the County of 
York, was read the fecond Time, and committed: But 
the Bill for the better regulating the Company of Watcrmen, 
&c. being read a fecond Time, and the Queftion being 
put, that the faid Bill be committed 2 It paffed in the 
Negative. 

The next Day, Mr. Pulteney prefented to the Houfe 
A Kill for etter effetting the Pious Intention of Building 
Fifty New Ciurches, &c. which was receiv’d, read the 
firit, and order’d to be read a fecond Time. Sir George 
Oxenden acquainted the Houfe, that he was direfted by 
the Committce appointed to draw up Articles of Im- 
peachment againft the Earl of Macclesfield, to move the 
Houfe, That fuck Perfons as the Committee fhould 
find it necefflary to examine, be cxamined in the moit 
folemn Manner: Which was order’d accordingly. And 
then in a Grand Committee, fome Progrefs was made 
in the Bil/ for the Regulating Elettions within the City of 
Lendon, &c. 

The next Day, the Bill for Punifhing Mutiny and De- 
fertion, &c. was read a fecond Time, and committed to 
a Committee of the whole Houfe; into which the 
Houfe having refolved itfelf, to confider of the Malt 
Bill, feveral Claufes were added to it, particularly a 
Claufe of Credit; and the faid Bill was gone through. 

On Friday the 26th of February, the Commons, in a 
grand Committee, miude fome farther Progrefs in the 
Bill for regulating Eleétions within the City of Eondon, 
&-. And the next Day, A Bill was order’d to be 
brought in, to caplain and amend the Aéts of the 6th and 
7th Years of Her late Majcfty’s Reign, for the better pree 
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venting Mifchiefs that may happen by Fire. Then in a 
grand Comntittee the Commons went through the Bill 
for punifhing Mutiny and De/fertion; after which they ad- 
journ’d to Tuefday the 2d of March, by Reafon of the 
Anniverfary of her Royal Highnefs the Prince(s of 
Wales’s Birth-Day, which was to be celebrated on the 
Monday. 

The Lords being met on Monday the firft of February, 
order’d the Thanks of their Houfe to be given to the 
Right Reverend Dr. Join Waugh, Lord Bithop of Carliffr, 
for the Sermon by him preach’d before the Lords Houfe 
in the Abbey-Church Weftminftcr, the Saturday before 
being the 30th of ‘fansary, the Anniverfary of the Mar- 
tyrdom of King Charles I, and that he be defired te 
print the fame. 
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AA Lift of the Sheriffs appointed by his Majefty in Council for 
the Year 1725. 


Berks, Thomas Parr, E/q3 
Bedford, Thomas Garth, E/q; 
Bucks, Richard Smith of Padbury, E/js 


Cumberland, = John Fletcher of Cleahay, E/q; 
Cantab’andHunt’Charles Green of St. Ives’s, E/ys 


Devon, Adrian Swect of Modbury, F/q; 
Dorfet, Richard Churchil, jun. of Compton, E/q; 
Derby, Leonard Fosbrooke, E/q; 

Ebor’ Cholmeley Turner, E/q; 

Effex, John Turner, E/q; 

Gloucefter, Windfor Sandys, jun. E/q; 
Hertford, Henry Sibley of Yardley, E/;; 
Hereford, Thomas James of Murcott, £/y; 
Kent, James Matters, E/q; 

Leicefter, John Bletfoe, E/q; 

Lincoln, Sir Samuel Thorold, Bart. 


Monmouth, Morgan Morgan of Lianromney, Efi; 
Northumberkand, Alexander Collingwood, E/q; 
Northampton, James Joy, E/q; 


Norfolk, Richard Whittaker, jun. of Matlafs, E/9; 
Nottingham, George Langford, E/q; 

Oxford, Allan.Hord, E/q; 

Rutland, William Scot, E/q; 

Salop, Francis Walker, E/q; 

Somerfet, Andrew Moor of Newton, Fy; 

Stafford, Richard Scott, E/a; 
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Suffolk 
Southampton, 
Surrey, 
Suffex, 
Warwick, 
Worcetter, 
Wilts, 


Brecon, 
Carmarthen, 
Cardigan, 
Glamorgan, 
Pembroke, 
Radnor, 


Anglefea, 
Carnarvon, 
Denbizh, 
Flint. 
Merioneth, 
Montgomery, 


HuftinsWilkinfon of Linftead Parva,E/j; 
Anthony Chute of Vine, E/q; a 
William Nicoll, E/q; 

Thomas.William Brereton, E/q; 
Charles Bentley of Kynetor, E/q; 
Thomas Hunt of Stowerbridge, F/7; 
John Hippefly of Stanton, Efq; 


South-Wales. 


Miles Stedman of Doleygare, E/q; 
Thomas Evans of Glantowy, E/q; 
William Williams of Dole-Goch, E/q 
Abraham Barber of St. George’s, E/q; 
John Child of Bigelly, E/q; 

Folliott Powell, E/7; 


North-Wales. 


John Owen of Prefaddfed, E/j; 
William Brynker of Treborth, Efys 
Henry Powell of Glan-y-wern, E/g; 
Peter Pennant of Bighton, E/q; 

Robert Lloyd of Dolygleflin, Efy; 
Methufalem Jones of Hundredale, E/4s 
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